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Agricnlture in Kathmandu Valley 

AS coEuna:nded by i.-r ime .i.'Iinister Chandra Shumshere,
G-one:-.."8.1 i'ej dnumshere issuc:d the followin$Jr� order to the l'ahag.
Sandobast Adda on �hrawan 19 9 1982: 

:;The Agriculture ufiicer shall tour different areas in 
Kathmandu Valley and inspect the crops sown by farmers. If 
crops have been infested wich insects, or damaged in any other 
way, or if the land is suitnble. only for another type of crop 
he shall take steps to protect the crop from insects ,o:-,- recommend 
anothe:c crop, or instruct new· methods· of sowing, so that yields 
should not go down, and should actually increase .The Agriculture 

. Dfficer shall also study the impa<Jt of high ,or low rainfall 
: on .crops, and determine the · cr•�PS ·that· will maximize yields. 

'i

11 In addition, the Agric
. 

ultui-·e ()ff icer shall determine 
the type of crops that are si.1it:cble for lands si tuated at an 
el'evat'ion, where the wate:r supply is low, such as _g_haiya rice 
and baJra . If ·any tax has been imposed on winter crops grown
on> such 1-ands, it shall be remitted.$J11 

J:iOhinaikes from different dis tricts .then submit$Jted the 
fol$Jlowing report: 

11 Tne practice .of sowing paddy··on- high. lands. where irr iga.tion 
facilities are not available·�- and where the crop ·depends on 
rainfall is due either to the greed for some .profit, or else 
the obligation· to pay rents in the form of paddy. When paddy, 
rather than another crop suita�1le for such lands, is thus sown,
both the' tenant .and the landlord suffer losses in years when 
rainfall is inadequate. 

11.fi'or · this reason, an order hl';d been issued to the nohinP.ike 
Randobast Adda on Haisakh 30$J9 1979' directing it to have ocize? 
millet$J9 ghaiya. or other suitable crop so,-m on such lands. 
'fhe or der als$Jo prescribed that jagirdars-shall accept rents 
in the form of half of the crop which was actually raised 

"This ye Gr ( 1982 Vikrama), rainfall has been inadaqua·�e,
and the paddy crop has not ripe:ped properly. steps were, tbere­
fore, taken to hAve g__haiya Qr bajra sown ·at di$Jfferent places,
and remit the tax on winter crops, if any, according.to the 
above·.;..mentiohed order. Local inquiries made_ in this connect :;_on 
revealed the. following facts: -

"The .w., rent on high liIDdS which have no irrigation 
facilities is  assessed at 10 or 12 pathis of Rhaiya paddy a 
ropani. l!'armers have• traditionally raisef f the ghai,Y;l; crop on.
lnrids on which t2x is assessed on thek or· serma basis. If 
paddy is grown on such lands, the ku-r- rent ranges between 
1.25 muris and 1 .5 muris, in addit ion to 3 or 4 pathis, of wheat, 
per ropani. 

http:according.to
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: ; 1 1 0 1! if gnaiya o r -�Pi rn is to be s o wn on such lan dsc, they
w ill  hP ve to be kep t  fal l o, ,  w itn o ut ::; ow ing the whe ::-, t  c ropc. 
The l�n�s  w il l  t hen h - ve to �e dug o r r l owe d f ro m - t h e  month 
of  F c-:' 2-gun . In the  month o f  ). m,dnc9 th e pa ddy e r  p will be harve st e 
w ith the la boc. o f  2 2  <" ..:' 2 5  la bo re rs 9 y ielding a m2 :x imum y ie l d  
of a ·, out 2 2  o:r 2 5  pa t i. is p e -;_' r cpan i .  lf it  ra in s during wee C ing 
t ime , w8e d ing w ith a h o e  wi l l  not ·  be p o s s ibl e 9 an d t he c rn p  
w ill  ha ve t o  be  c o ve re d  wj_ th 11ay . 1I'h e y ie l d  in t h a t  c a se w ill 
no ·c be  m.o:re than 5 or 7 :pE? ·c ;1 is p e r  ropan i an d  the win ter c 1:-o )  
t o o  H i l l  ½e  l o stc. 

" If c, the ref ore 9 .s· 1 ch va::.�ie t ie s o f  ri c e  a s  t h s.£a.£_. , in i;v..e, 9 

_ct,1Q.hpaj_c9 and c h ::i.n i__y2, -m:: :rs i 9 wh ich r:i>en in 3 ;·, ,onthsc9 rat :1 e :...� tha.r:. 
_ghaiya o r c_bajrac9 a re s o,, nc9 -C L E; la bor of only 9 or 1 0  la bo:-srs 
w il l  ½e re o u.L0e d  by t 1:1e t ime t he c ro p  is ba rve st e d .  The y ie l d  
w il l  amo unt t o  2 .  5 �Jnri.s or  3 mu:::--is i n  go o d  yea rs . ..c.f l'ainf all 
is p o o r 9 e vs n  g_r:iaiya c, r o t -:e . . - c ::.-·cp s w ill not  1Je  go o d c. As  
s ue h ,  th e re s i  ems l it cle  a _. \fantage in sow in.o; gha iya o r  ba jra; . 

\
1 At p re sen t 9 fa :rme r·s s ow t a 1.1.l i pa ddy even in t ho se ye ars 

when 1�a infall is p o o r . .d1.:i.t t �1"' taul i c rop  t ake s f ive o r  s ix 
mont h s ·c o ri 1)enc. 0 inc .J ::'.'B. i  ifa1 1· this year ha s been in adeqr•.at e ,  
at l e c· st half of cr;.e n o r,:..--::.1 y i� l d  can ie  ra is e d  by sow in 2;  
,d_1d,dhr, j 9 ·en pac h ir1 iyac9 or o ·c 1:e r varif: t ie s  of  pa ddy . It t ·· us 
se e ui.Q ':>e ·G t er t o  sow dn .dh r3 .i or .-�0.,apac ,1 i.n iya rather than gha:jJa 
o r  b� . a :nne rs t o o have expre ss e d  the ir unwill ingnec, ,  t o.L· 

sow t h e  &1,s iya c ropc. I f  9 ho,,,eve Y 9 it i s  ordere d that gha iya 
be s oim zi. , d  kut :;_�ent be c o lle c t e d  at ;_1a lf o f  the ac t ua l  y iel d ,  
an d if the taxon w inte:r c rop s is reL• it t e  dc, a rrange ment s will 
b e  ma de  co hz, ve fa rme .cs so�r t i:c gha \ya c ropc.c" 

C apta in .::301: ,::,i'.:iurnshe re ,J ., 'J o Rana re porte d t o  .ct rime h in ist e r 
C han d.r-a Shun1she re t ha t  · 1 on :1 igh land s which depe n d  on racinfal l , 
y ie l  s du.r ing ye ard o f  dro ught wil l bd h igher if shL.dhra_j or 
t_h§J2.a.9h i1gya paddy , -w1 1 ich  c a n  be harve st e d in 3 mont h s c, rather 

r rt i laJ.1 gha tyg o r  _ba__jr_� , is s ownc. 

T h e� following order wa s th n issue d  to  th e Agric ul ture 
Off ic e : \ I Du,."ing the Vikra ma ye a r  1 982 , proh ibit the c ult iva t io_  
of taul i or o th e r va rie t ie s  of pa ddy , wh ich take s f iv e  month s 
t o  �ripen , on h igh lan ds w11 ic h depen d on ra infa ll and lac k  
i· _,r igat io n fac il it i A s c. .A.rrange for the soi7ing o f  dudh ra .i , 
t haJ?§ c hL1 i➔1la 2. 0 1.• ot her var .i.e t ie s  wh ic h can be  harv e st e d  in 
thre e  month s ,  on ha lf o f  the areac, and o f  t aul i pa ddy , wi1 ich 
ripencs in f ive mont :1 s c9 on th -� o the r ha lfc. If thecse c rops do 

· :t n o -c ri 1en bec ause o f dr o ugh c ,  th e jagirda r or ot he r lan dl o:i.�d , 
or  t h e  l'Jal Adda 9 shall :ce 11i ·� the i�ent sc. If ra in fa l l  is... no t 
a dequa t e  even for sow ing , arran gement s sh oul d  be made t o  sow 
-oth e r  suit a ::;le c ro p s  a.c c o rc in. · t o  the p revio us o r derc. L.Gh ina ikc-' 5 
wit h in Kathman du Va ll e y  shocuL·i ·Je orde re d a c c o rdingly "c. 

http:farme.cs
http:ta1.1.li


****-?�** 

3 

1 1 }. 'rom the paddy c rcp o f  the Vikrami year 1 983 9 the fo ll o .ving 
a rrangeme nt s shall 1,e ann o imc ed Ior I.:..a.thmandu Valley . 

; If �  on r ic e-fields wr ich r1e-oe nd on ra infall , taul i and 
othe·  vc:irie t ie s  of paddy wL ich ripen in five montr:. :3· are s o-vmo9 

ra:che :;�· ·i:;hcJ.n t i1a racnip.:1J,:g and .a_udhra,i v2 i.�ieties wh ich ripen :in 
three months ,  and if th e c ro:o doe s not ripen 9 the -cenam; shall 
n ot 1.Je entoi..tle d c o  arJ ::�emi;:,sion . Ifo9 however , ra infall was 
not a.'de q_ua t'e f or sow.ing 9 ancl if crops s ,Jit ble to the land 
had been soHno, oc t ioi1 shall h.e taken ac c·o rd ing to the orde r 
issue d  t o  the M.ohina.ike B&ndo b0.st Adda ·on 11Jagh 30 , 1 979 . 1 1  

Poush . 9 9 1 982 

J...-qC 9 Vol . 1 6 , PP • 6 37-42 

➔�-1'-*******�;-* -:,c 

Conservatoion of i•msk-:!:;eer 
-( Abstract Tra.nslation )· 

The following order wa s sent to the Eada Hakims of the 
distric ts of East !to . 1 , East _;:Jo . 2 9 and East No . 3 on 
Hagh 1 9 o, 1 970 with the cbjec ·c ive of protec ting musk- deer :o-

1 .  Talukdars in villages of the Himalayan region shall 
main �ain registers of hunt ers in the areas under the ir 
jur isdict ion and check whethe r  they stay at home or 
hunt musk-deer . l'hey shall also pro duc e  the hunters 

. before the Distric t Office every montho. 

2 . Government offi cers on the Nepal-Tibe t  bor de r who a re  
under cbl igat ion to  supply prescribe d quant it ies of 

· musk to the government .shall submit report s  spec ifying 
the hunt ers and the plac es whe re  they have been sent 
to hunt musk- deer for the purpose of meet ing that 
obl igation . They shall be l iable to punishment if it 
is proved that they have procure d  musk in excess of the 
quantity st ipulated for supply to the governmento. 

3 . Inspection teams shall be sent to  forests in the 
Himalayan region whic h  ure inhabited by musk-de er t o  
s e iz e  poachers , i f  anyo. If any poacher has install e d  
any trap or snareo, he shall be arre st e d  and produc e d  
be fo re the Prime Min ister in Kathman duo. 

- Regmi Re search Collection , Vol . 1 6 , pp . 1 0-1 1 o. 
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Tra de .Betwee:12_ Br it ish India and Nepal 

l'Fore ign DeP3,rtment ( Revenue A )  Consultations",
National Archiv�s of Ind ia, New Delh i  • 

. .
No . 2 489 , dated Lucknow , 31st !"lay 1876 

From-CAPTAIN A .' IvlURRAY , Of fg .  ·Pe.r1:ional Asst .  to the 
· C hief commr • .  of Oudh$J, 

To - T. H. THOR.i1TON , Esq . , D. C . L. , Of fg .  Secy . to the 
Govt. of L-idia ,  Fore ign De pt .  

I Am· direct ed t o  acknowle dge the receipt of your 
endorsement No , 172 R ,  dated 2 1 st September la st ,  requesting 
that the Government of Ind ia may be furnished with a f ull 
report regarding the presen t cond ition of t rade w ith Nepal, 
the re str ic t ions by wh ic h  it is hampe red, &c. , together with 
any recorillD.endation the Ch ief Commissioner may have to offer 
on t he subject . 

2 .  In reply , I am to say that the De puty commissioners 
of Districts* borde ring on Nipal. , the conservator of Forests , 
and t he Superintendent ,  Exe ise and Stamps, were calle.d 
upon to report on the subj e c t, the ir repo r ts have lately 
been rece ived$Jf and co-pies, are herew ith -submitted, from which 
tre f ollowing part iculars have been el icited .  

3. The marts in Nipal with wh ich· there is any trade 
from this province appear tc be as follows : -

Banbasi , B3hadurgunge , 
Nipalgunge, sesiwa , 
GOla Mundi , Captaingunge ; 

and the re is an export trade only from Tanda in the 
Fyzabad district to the frontie r s tation Batwal , the road 
to which runs through the .Bast i  distr ict of the North­
Western$J· Provinces$J. To some of thes e. mart s there are ·one 
or two indifferent cart-tracks, but in the ms.jority of instance, . .  · ·  the Ill:eans o f  communication a re  foot -paths , and the mode of 
conveying goods is on pack-animals, wh ich are , as a rule , 
ponies$J. No attempt to improve the present tracks or open 
out any o'-cher communications is$J· made by the Ni pal.ese Government ; 
and o ften a f a ir $J· roa:d runn :ing up to the border of this province 
degenerat es into a track in Nipal..:. impas sable' for wheele d traffic , 
The only repairs in Ni pal territories to cart-tracks are sa id 
t o  be effected by the t ra ders themselves who , after the rains , 
remove any great obstructions to traff ic there may 1;)e$J. 

4 . The chie f article s o f  comme rce appear to be -

Wheat and other edible grains, sa.lt , . .
Tobacco , Oil....;seeds , 
T imber in logs , an d  fuel, Spice s ,  

country and European goods , 

and a considerable quant ity o f  mis cellane ous art icle�$J. 

* Kheri, B3.hraich, Gonda . 
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5 .  Correct tr�de sta t istic s c annct be given : the multi­
plic ity of routes ren'ders anything 1 :ike acc urate registra tion 
of imports and expori; s  impo ssible, and the Deputy commi'ssioner 
of I<heri reports that on ent er ing our territory many tra ders 

• diverge with their loads into  f 9ot-path s and many pur posely 
avo id registration. 

The t raffic ret urns show the following figure s : -

Exports Imports 
Rupees Rupees 

187 1 -72 . . � .o , 0 2 , 1 3 , 1 4 1 3 , 6 3 ,800 
1 872 ... 73  • • • • • • 1 , 5 3-,- 1 6 6  2 , 68 , 007 
1-873-74 e O· • • •  1 , 20 ,982 2 , 7 5 ,788 
1 874-75 • • 

e 

• � . . 1 , 2 1 , 846 1 , 90 , 5 54 

These cannot be accept ed ::. s  re present ing anyth_ing like the 
real amoun-t of trade with Nipal . A;n at tempt ·  has been ma de to 

- -register merchandiz e pn ss ing down what have been c onsidered 
the main streams of traffic$J, c:.l.!ld the figures bear out$J, the 
impression of the _offic ers who have reported on the subjec t  
that the trade is . dec l ining .  

6 .  It i s  carr ied on almost entire ly by Brit ish subj ects . 
The De puty ·commissioner, Kheri , who has ob i�ained most of his 
informat ion from the traders themselves, remarks : "There are 
two descriptions of tra$Jders from Brit$Jish territ ories, those 
who rent shops from theL authorities and reside ; ' 'in the Nipal 
marts for .:the wh ole of the "trading$J. sea son from January to 
1�iay � and$J· those who me rely stay long enough to effect their 
sales and purc hases : - the$J. former · are alone permitted to trade 
with the Parbuttia or hillmen,. :and$J· thus , as a .result , they 
are not only merchants on the ir own ace ount _, but · act as brokers ;
there appear to be no Ni pal s hop-keepers or broke rs ,  the only men 
from that country who frequen t marts are the hillmen already 
m1 nt1oned , who , lika the i tinerant. dealers from those parts , s ·cop
only long enough to buy and s ell what they desire . "  

7 . Nipal offi ci als are said not to engage i n  trade , 
and Ni pal merchan ts bu t rare ly e:n ter our terri to ties ;  every
obs tac le -is · thrown in their way$J· by the Nipales:a authori ti9s 

.$J. who e.x�rt -t,hoi r influen ce - to sell the goods . brought by th� 
hi:llmen$J= =to$J: the Bri$Jtis h merchan ts $J, and , not unfrequently , 

· rather • than allow ,ths. hillmen to take their produce ' 
. s outh , .. . buy · ·  i t  'up wi th ' funds 

provided ·,hem by their own government ., It is sai d that if 
any hill traders attemp t to removs -the ir  goods secretly for 
exp ortat io n  to Brit ish territories without paying the export 
dut ies , which , as a rule�, they are too poor to .affor$Jd, their 
g-oods tire se ized and$J· sold by auct ion. .The princ ipal marts to  
which the ·�- .t'ew: .Nipalese who enter our territo rie·s resort are 
Tulsipur, Pachper ia$J1 · Utrowla and BuJ.rampur in the Gonda 
distric t ; -0 Ekona$J., Bh :lnga , Ma tagunge and Nanpara in the - ,  

· · Bahratgh distric t;$J. � d  Biscohar$J. in the · dist ric t  of Bast i ,
North-We stern Provinces$J. 
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8 .  Trade in the N ipalo se mart s ·1s c onduc ted on the 
bas is Qf the money value , o f  t he .  goods , · . .  but it is e ssentially 
an exchange of commo dit ies The Nipalese will readily acceopto 

rupe e s  in exchange for go ods , and ou.r, money is rece ived 
into the Durbar treasury , but the J,ifipal . c o inage is so de base d ,  
and the re is s o  much count erfe it c o in ,  that merchants from 
Brit ish te rritories now refuse to rece ive payment other than 
:in goods or rupees . . currenc y note s  are not accepted  in 
po.yment . by the Nipale se , and cre dit transactions are very 
rareo. 

9 .  The restric t ions imposed upon the t ra de  by the 
, Nipal Government are a s  fo ll owsa: · An axport· duty , and import 
._ duty , and n chungi on the go o ds -· brought t o  the _ marts by
NiPEle se subj ec t s for sale to  Brit ish merchant so. The 
two f irst are levied at the mart s only . The rates are 
vuriously stated ,  and the informat ion on th is subject  is 
e vidently not rel iableo. The rates given by the Deputy 
Comtniss ioner , Kheri , vary from 1 2  per cent on ghee to 5 annas 

; per cent on f�sh ,  and -if he is correct there is a crushing 
duty of 9 per·ocent on wheat and other edible grains ; some 

· of the dut ie s are levie d ad valorem , but theo· general pract ice 
a ppears to be on weight or the pioe-:-ae . The only c ustom-house 
i s  at Kakrouli close t o  t he border , but no duty a ppea rs t o  
be taken t.he re ; the goo ds are merelyo· inspecte d and sent on 
with a pass to the mart , the De puty commiss ioner thinks it 
is ma intaine d a s  a che ck on tho se offic ers who c ollect  in 
t he martso. He observe s  that no instanc eso· of - oppression on 
the Part of the Durbar auth orit ie s have c ome to  h is not ic e .  
•rhe tariff on some of the go ods iso· exc e ss ive : but it sel dom 
varies , it is known t o  all who carry on commerce within the 
Nipal boundary , and -forms :an item of exact calculat ion in 
respect  to the ant-ic ips.ted  prof its ofo· any ventureo. J!e 
c ompares the tariff , and some t ime s  favourably , with the 
octro i schedule of Lucknow g but he is evidently unaware of 
what is stated to be the case that all Nipale se goods pay 
oc tro i as well a s  export duty . 

1 o. The export trade allude d t o  before from Tanda to 
Batwal ·is not ente red in the trade ret urns as  with Nipal ,  
the go ods having to :rn ss through the North-We stern Provinceso. 
It c onsist s  -entirely of cot ton goods ; · the value of which , in 

- 1 873 , is .e st imated at Rupees 2 , 48 , 045 , and in 1 874 at Rupees 
2 ,85 , 398 . The import duty at .oBatwal , which  is on the p iece , 
re presents an ad valorem duty of 1 -9 pe r cent . ;  but anyth:ing 
l ike an export trade in return from Batwal is discouraged by 
the Nipal Government • 

1 1  • I am to regret that, no informat ion of any · �Iue has 
been o btaine d regard ing the t imber trade with NipaI , whic h  

' consist s ent irely o f  exports from that  country ; the Oudh 
Fo res t D0partment - has had n-o dealirigs wi th .the Nipe.l 

_ authoriti es , and tho timber merchants ·, c onsulted. '·by the 
· Conservator merely complain gen eral� of the difficulties 
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they have expe rienc ed  on acc ount of the dilatoriness and
o bstruc t ivene ss of the NiPal. officials ; but the conservat or 
of Ii'orest s · is ' of op inion that  the trade ha s not failen off so 
muc h on ac count of the high pric es :aske d , as · by the deterio­
rat ion of the t imber owing t o the Irid.iscrimina te  fell ings and 
want of c onservancy in the Nipal forest s  wh ich l ie to the
north of Oudhc. · 

rf2. I am to  expess the Ch ief Commissioner ' s  regret that 
it has bb·en impo ss ible ,to o btain more de finit e  informat ion 

· and more ' ac.curate figures regarding: the 't ra d,e generally , but
from what has been proc ured he has c om.e to the c onc lusion 
that the import duty is probably not suffic ien t  to  discourage 
import s ,  but· ·that as long as the double - t,ax _ on ,exports ex ist s 

a�.'t .. the ma.r-'cs', �d the nur·bar ·disc ourges the- · export trade , 
tI'ade with Nipal. must decl inec. Lt, :follows that if by reason 

· of' the de based and count erfe it c o in  in Nipal the trade is
generally as stated by · the Deputy - Commissioner , Kheri,  an 
exc hange o f  c ommo dit ies , t he  re stric t ions plac e d  on the 

- , ,  e,xpo;rt . .  t:rade, must ooterially affect the import trade as well . 
�:fr.,it . i_s "to be doubt e d  .whe:ther·, if the Durbar _ _  we��_j;o 
c onse,nt: -to .  the reniovalc. or re:duc t ion o:f the exp·ort duties ,  which 
:i_s a;llc,: we , cpuld ·m :fa.irne ss e.x_pedt , .  the re would 'be •ahy ·.gr-·eat 
:imp.rovement· >Lri .the trader relations between ·the ·two •COuntr.ies 

. .  t ili 'the communic at ions bet1'Teenc lhe-fr marts and OUP :froniiier 
have be en greatly improved �  -- :::Af tpre serit · there -isc· an absence o:f 

::- .a:qyth:ing .th�t can. _be term� d ._, ,1:1 rpad �  �he tracks run through 
,large belt.s . _ofc. j ungle and Jo��t', large unbridged ; c· and somet imes 
rapid. , .r�yeFEi have t·q be c,to_sstfd ; a .  J:arge porti'on of the coun try

• i� ver"Y; spars.e,ly inhacbite� , <ar;i;c;i eve·ry .  na tu�l obs tacle li es 
1iri. t� a way of the trad_er;c ffOin: Go�da . the Dundooa range has to _ rbe cr�ss e,cl ; _c and of th.e e�ev'ei ):•ecognis ed pass es ,  ,only three . _admi t of beasts of burden, the · 1res t are fi t ·tor foot pass engers 

_ only . IP: the> _fa ce �f ,th-3secij__sa��an�age� , n9 concession by the,: Nipal Governrp.ent with ,:rGspe c: t  toc· th e  ·reducti on of duties could
.tend much . to ' develo·p t.raf1c. · · . .L ' . � = ··. • .· . . · . . ' • . • . : 
, • ••. · . _. • 1 .-_ • ·• - , • _ - _, .�r · · . - , - . - · 

_ r3. ·rn con·olusion·; I ·  run to, .SaJ{ . that (':Opies, of �li the
Fep orts' ,1furnished by o:ffic� �have beert . s ent  to thij , Resi<ttent

•bf ,�Nipal at  hiS reques t .  ,_, . t . .  - . . ._ . 
No . · 681 ; .: �".'"

• 
�t-;d�·9th 

. 
April H376 

•t . 
·: , · .: • .l.. / . . 

< ;  .·:· ,s -�-: • rr ._i- '. 

_ _j, ·FrolJl,- The Deputy 90:mmissioner , Kheri ,c_. i : ['o � 
. 

The commissioner , Sitapur Divis ion . 
. . . . , ,  . , .  ··; ' .  · 

.
: 

_

1· 'i!AW the honor t o  acknowle dge rece ip·t of  ·- your ' No .
37 2 3  o f  the 4th Oc to ber an d  No .  241 of the 28thT tif · 1a�t· : :
J-an-uary , regarding the p:re�ent 9ondit ion or t� de _  with 
NiJ?� · · ·c · - ' .· _; • 

: 4 . ,.
·-

C'. ,c _ .·c _ . ·• - � 
. . 

; .. . 

, . .- · · .  2 �· - ·, , Atld 'first with .- :�t.e�nee ,to the - delay whic h  has 
' Oc:fourred ln furnishing' _th� ;:_r�port/ ·1 woul.d r beg· to� point- ·out ,c Tthat , in orcfer ' to '  answer all ·the que·stions ,put- by - Mr. Girdle stone ,
the Resi dent of Nipal , a much mo� extensive enquiry was 
nec e ssary than that contemplated in your :first le tter . 



. . . 
. . . . : _ :. _ . . $J'. '� 

.$J
::. ' . . ' ;  

. . 

8 

3 .  All a.Q:swer to thQpe que stipns will supply the 
ipfo rmation called for by the . .  GovernllEnt 'Of India • .  I will 

- therefore reply ser iatim. 

( 1 )  The great Nipale se ma rt s  of N ipa.lgunge , Gola Mundi 
and Ba.nbasi do not lie to the immediate north of Eher i ;  
Nipalgunge is mu.ch mearer to Pahra ich , and :Mundia Ghat to 
Phillibh:i,t than to this distric t , -and doubtless much more 
expl icit ·informat ion will ·be afforded by the Deputy commissioner 
and Collector, respectively , of .t hose distric ts than I have 
been able to o bta in ._ 

Nipalgun� . - . 'l'he . only route through this district is 
. acro ss the Cha a and Kouriala rivers , and, through Motipur 
· in t he :Bahraich district . There is _a road for wheeled traffic 

uptp Mathe ra on the Kouriala, and both r ivers can be crossed 
on poat s lar� enough for any d�script ion of conveyance . 

· .  Gola MU:ndi. - Tha· usual ;r;u t�- is ··by Singtiafr � cross · t he  
boundary I stre am No hana by hakrouli Ghat . ·r here _is_ a !"'.')8.(l in 
this$J· d is tr ict up to B anbi rpu r within three mi'lr:• s ·  of t he  · 

. Mo hana , · bu t  garis' • go right . on to ·· o-0 1 a  Nun di, , the Koirriala 
· : 'intervening. The pas$Jage acro ss_ t he 1v1ohana 1 s·/_ however 9 .$Jalways .. d iff i cul t on a ccount· · o f its  s tony bed$J.$J · 

. . . .. . 
. 

The"re are o th��r ro2c s Via the !'ilohane to G-o la MunoJ, v iz, 
Holl on a$J a:nd ·Kaluapur. These , too , can be use_d by car ts the. . .. . . · " . . .  . . • r .wh0le way, but they are mO:ch cut up in the raµis, at:1d 0 are 
subsequently mo re <?!: le ss repai re d  by '.the tra ders th�mselves,
that is ; thst any grae.t ob s t:ru ction f'i 'w oulc be �fil-ea:r.�'d awa y. 
The Nipa;L Durbar do no t £ ppe ar to m&ke any .r;e..P# J.rs . . : .. . ;  - _  -·""r . ; . . . . -- - ._ , . ,_ ' 

( 2 ) ; There are but two usu al mode s  o f  conveyi;lg goods , 
· na.'Iiie ly ,  by garis and .Pc • ck -2,n im:::,1s , _ the la tter chiefly pon ies . 
Tr aders from .B ritis h  terri to ries car,not exp e ct to f ind means 
o f  transpo rt in . Nipal, the y mus t c2rry that$J· w ith t hem .  Th is , 

· indeed, is w hat all do � fo r , as will o e  shown fu rthe r on ; trade 
though condq. cted on the basi s Of the money value of good s ,  is 
essentially an ex 9 hange .o f qom.mo d i  ties • .  I carmot answe r the 
la tter pe rt  ·· of the q u3s tion ' • ·2 , v iz ;  ''W he t her an increase d 
trade woul d inv olve a grE- ater relf!tive expend iture in the item oA 
t ransport .  '.' I pre suma :Mr$J. G ir d_l.e stone is · ·,f opinion that the 
means ·of transport- carts an d ponies-migh t no t keep p c1 ce w ith an� 
sudden expansion o f co mmE: r ce  ow ing to the aboli t ion or redu ction 
·of transit d ues . ' · 

This m ight be th:1 ec, se at - ·fi rst, bu t  if  the ·p:t.of its to oe 
ob tain&d were fai rly remunerative , I venture to ttiink th at 
tha ma tter. would s oon adjust i tsel-f , ano :that . beopa.ris w oul d  

.. ·flo9ck to t he  new mar ts in s uff fci'en t numbers t o  's"i.1pply all · · · 
. ne.e-'ds and to keep down the r a tes q f  carriage . 

http:r;e..P#J.rs


9 

(i
0 

3) -- �i
.: 

i ist · of _ a
_:

� icliis' which·-pasi§'ed·-southward thr ough t 
the traffic st at ions of S ingaha i  and T irkanl ia during the 
la st t h re e  ye ars is appende d .  They give a.�ril.o st inade quate 
ide a  of the extent of J;rade . Hany t raders on re-entering 
our territory diverge_ with t he ir  loads  int o fo ot-paths , many 
purposely avo id regist rot ion ; , and further , the mohurrirs in 
c harge by no means give unremittng attent ion t o  the ir dut ie s . 

( 4 ) A.  similar l ist o f  export s - t o Nijal is given . 

( 5 )  So far a s  I can d iscover therei· are but few c ust oms­
house s on th e NiPal side of the boupdary , the dut ie s be ing 
gene rally levie d a t  the diffe rent marts • ·  The evidenc e  of one 
of the witne sse s whom I examine d is suff ic iently interesting 
to  j ust ify the following ext ract :i;.. -· - -- �--

1 1 1 t ra de with Gola riundi ,  Kahanpur , Bhaj ui , Kahlari an d  
Raj apur-Dulla i . I alw;ays sell _cloth and buy � pper and kacih
( c atechu ) .  'l'he NiP,d.l import charge on European c l-Oth s is 3 
per c ent ad valorem , suc h  value be ing dete rmine d by inspe ct  ion 
of the invoice . Upon c ount ry cloth ( �) the duty is 6 p ie s  
thei· p iec e ( than ) worth from J1upee � . 1  � These dut ies a re
the same at� the places  name d by me . '  '1'hey '- a re ,- however , 
gene rally farme d out , and arrangemen t s  may often be ma de w ith 
the c ontrac t o rs , by wh ic h  9 . in the case of large dealers , as 
much as  25 per cent . is akd,e d .  · The exporti. duty upon 
:re, dpep:per is Rupe e s  1 ...,.6 the Nipal mal.md , wh ich is about the 
same a s our. .standard nialmd ; i. the same is cha rge d on cat echu. 
The Durbar nave a customs-house at Kakroul i on the other s ide 
o f  t he IYohana ( the boundary of the two te rrito rie s )i, and go o ds 
en route to Gola J't1undi are there inspec te d and not e d  in a 
le t t er wh ich the dealer has to give up on arriving at h is 
de s t inat ion . S imilarly , when :ret urn ing  wit h  goo ds ,  a rawanna 
is given h im  at Gola l"iw1di t o  be given up at Kakro ul i .  The
import dut ies are le vie d· at once whet her. ,the goo ds be dispo se d 
Gf . or not .  Kalapur is between .Iillkroul i and the Golaghat on 
tlle Ko�iala .. · It is : .th e  residence of Raja Narind Bilcram Shah 

. .  µrider whom is the thannah . Anyth-:ing I - se11 · t o  the Raja is free
from du�y. . I do . not know what is ' the case with others .. 

_ : i  i• ajµi . · There is a gari track from Singha! to  Koria ,
about ,mile s ,  and from t he' ta.t�r plac e '  t o  H oJ.l ona on the
Hohana •. .Bhaj ui is 4 mile s the other side r sell to t he  
Lieut enant in charge without, paying duty .  There is no trade . 

1 1Kahlari , 20 or 25 mile. s from S :lngha i ,  is the seat of a 
Court of Just ice' � :Dut'y · is :  riomina-lly lev'ie d ,  . .  but is remitt e d 
by tn.e Adalat • 

*********** 

( To be c ont inue d )  
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Roya l Order s o f  C ha i tr a Sudi 1 4 , 1 886 

Con ten ts 

Ado p t ion in AJ.. ampur 

wa te r -operate d  1•1ill ·in K a t hmar, du 

Re clamati on and _ Se t tlerni:1nt in. k..aski 

Thekban di in S ir.nrus 

Thek ban di in Tanahu 

T hek Arrange mer� ts 

Land Allo tme nts 

Land Re clamati on in :b hunw ako t  

The Gurungs 

K harid ar Tikada ttE P an de 
*** 

A,d o.]tiop in ,,Al,q,mpur, 

A royal orde r was issue d on Chaitra Sud i  1 4 ,i; 1 896 
permit t ing Norbui. Bho te o.f Pokharigaun in Alampur t o  
adopt Ratanpati , h is el der brothe r Vamsharaj Bho te • s  
son , as h is son . 

RRCi. vol. 34 , p . 65  

.1Later Operated Nill in Kathman@ 

· .  Mahab ir Khadka had const ruc te d  a .  water o pe rate d 
mill (_g_hatta ) ati· Polta dh�ra in the Goldhunga area of
Kathmandu ,  but the m:p,;l had fallen into disusei. Jaya
Narayan Newar was now permit te d t o  revive the mill 
with water drawn from the Hudhkhu-Kho:J_a . He was re quire d 
t o  pay a � tax o::f e ight annas a year to  the Sada r 
C omrany Dafdar Knana • 

RRC , ·voi. 34 , P • 65 • 
...

Re clamat :i_o.n and Settlement in Kaslfi .- 7:-

Talu Gu.rung had set tle d  a t ract of lan d at 
Tare bhir in Ka ski and was I.e.ying �erm taxes amount ing 
to 1 rupee and 8 anna s eve ry  year to the Sadar
Co mpariy I.:e f dar Ehnnda . 

In the Vikrama ye ar 1 886 , the set tle ment was given 
to  Varnshu Padhya through a royal orde r be cause h e  had 
o ffere d t o double the amount o f senna revenue t o  3 rupee s� 



1 1  

Talu Gurung submit ted a pet ition say ing that he 
had been ren dered home le ss .  He offered to mat'ch 
vamshu Padhya ' s  offer of 3 rupees and also to reclaim 
1C muris of rice lan ds in t he area subJetct· ·to a three­
year period of tax exenpt ion. 

T al u  Gurung ',s order was accepted, but the households 
set tle d by h im we're -taken. "away from his j urisd iction. 
H i s  own househol d, howeve r, was reconf irmed �- · 

RRC , V.ol.  34$J, pP 66 -67 • 
. .. 4 . Thekbandi -in S imras 

The village of Bhangeri-Gairhi-Pa.hari Kharka. in 
S imras had been given out on theklangi basis on an annua l 
payment of 24 :rupees$J. On C haitra Sudi 1 4 ,  1 886, the 
amount was raised to 28 rupees , and the thekban,di was 
granted to Tularam Khadka and zorawar Khadka$J. T hey were 
pe rmitted to collect and appropriate the ·  proceeds of 
all taxes in the village ,  with . the except ion of Raja­
_Anka taxes . They were also al lowed to commute in-kind 
rep ts on rice- f'ields allot ted to them on - ra.ioondi basis 
into$J-· cash at the rate of 1 5  pathis of paddy a. rupee .  

RRC$J. vol. 34 , PP - 67-68$J. 

Thekbandi in Tanahu$J , 

I 

T he v illage of Kunchhagaun in Tanahu had been 
assigned as jag{r to the Sri Bhairung Pal tan. It was 
allotted to Nanda.rain and'  Markandaya Adh ikari on 
thekoondi basis fo r one year be ginning Aswin Sudi 1 O, 1 886 
aga$Jinst a piy.ment of 1 4  rupees$J. The ar�gement covered 
all ex ist ing$J. ·sources$J. of revenue { Waj bi�Serma. f ines and 
penalties , cha.k-ohakui ,  escheats , etc . )  with the except ion 
of raja-anka taxes, burie d treasure$J,. and _ Panchakhat$J. 

RRC , Vol. 34 , P$J. 62 • 

II 

The village' of Mirlung-Kunchha , belonging to t he 
Sri Kal idatta Compa,ny, was allot$Jte d on ?imilar terms 
t o  Dill iram uPadhyaya , ,Tqharnarsing Adhikari, Furna Gurung , 
and Jasraj Gurung for an wispe cif ied pe riod be ginning
Aswin Sudi 1 0 , 1 886 aga inst an annual payment of 1 21 
rupees a year$J. Their duties were to rema in  in a,ttendance 
at the Kal imaranchu HuJ.ak Post and arrange · for$J· the 
tranaportat·ion ·of mil itary suppl$Jie s .  · They we re  warned 
not' ' -to: oppress the local people , or evict : them from their 

· , hoiµesteads , and not to collect. unauthoriz$Je d  paymen ts$J. 

RRC , Vo . 34 , PP • 62-6 3 . 
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1 2  

I 

The village of B3 gnas in Kaski was allotted unde r 
� tenure to Pra t'iman ·Baus tola aga inst an annual 
payment of 2 4 ruf€es .  The arrangemen t covered all existing
taxes ,  with the except ion of raja=ia,nka truces .  P ratiman 
B3.nstola was ordered to pe rform Dashain founctions at the 
local moul with the i.'1'].come from ric�:-:,$Jfields assigned for,,,,.9r
the purpose , and meet the shortfall, if any ,  h imsel f. 
The � was to be paid to the Jagirdar . 

Rae , Vol . 34 , p. · 6 4 . 

I I  

The village of Alainch igaun at Ragin.as had been 
assigned to t he Taradal Company.  It yielded a thek 
revenue of 1 2¼ rupees a year$J. T he village was reallotted 
to Dirgha S ilnha Kunwar and Foud S imha Kunwar on an 

- -enhanced t hek payment of 25 rupees a year under ghnrbnri 
tenure$J. 

RRC$J. Volo. 34 , p .  6 1 . 

7 .  ]&g,Si ,Allotments, 

I 

A tract o f. iarid ·-at Bandipur in Tanahu had been 
· allotte_d fo r reclamation to  Ka1 u Gurung .subject to t he 

payment of 8 annas a ye ar t o  the Chapras Company$J. Kalu 
Gurung re l inquishe d the all ottIX3nt , wh ic h  was real lotted 
t.o Sadhuram 'Newar under gharbari t enure � . 

RRC , 'vol .  34 , p �  6 3 $J. : 

II 

A plot; of 70 muris of rice- fields - at Sakot -Budhyauli 
in Saly.an$J, whic h had been assigned as jagir to the 
S imhanath$J. Paltan , was allot ted to Pashu�t i Sahu 

_: aga�st a paymen t of 12· rupee s a ye ar .  

RRC , Vol . 34 , p ·. 61  • .  · 

8 .  I.and Reclamat ion in Dhunwakot 

'Royal order to Mahe sh war PaQ.hya _ and Tula ram Padhya :
" Dig irr igation channels an d reclaim 1 khet of rice-
lan ds through your own resourc e s  within an area with 
the fol lowing boundaries in Dhunwakot$J, othe r than lands 
under Jagir, birta ,  guthi , or other tenures . Enj oy tax 
exempt ion on the re cla ime d la.µds for the fir st three years � 
and ma...l,ce paymen t s  to the Sadar C ompany Dafdarkhana from -, 
the fourth year . 

http:Ragin.as
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1 3  

�und.<:.$J:r:=i;.e � � Eo.st � Gogale-Khola$J; we st : Ganama­
Khola ; s outh : Ghoptyabagar ; and North :  the Toba Hill. 

RRC , Vol. 34 , p . 68 .  

9 .  The Gur™-� 

Royal o:cde r to Gur1mgs , Ghales, and To.mas 
throughout the Kingdom through Dhanjay Lama : : · . 

_ , n rn th0 ye a r  1 8 8 3 , a copper-·pla te inscription had 
be en · · tssue d a with a th iti fo r Q.har_iat and Sorhajat 

_ Gurungs . lion we re sent to different areas to collect 
( the Salami$J. fGe for the tllill$J) . 

; 'However ,  it was not possible to make collections 
be cause of di spute s within the Gurung Community$J. 

"A complaint was then submitte d to us and we heard 
the case in the presence of Gurungs of both sides$J. It 
was held tha t  the re  wa s no dis tinction between Charjat 
an d Sorhajat Gurungs . 'rhe prev ious copp er plate
inscript ion was ret urne d with th6 consent of all Gurungs 

· - · ·an d a new one was issue d .  

· "As regards the Salami, it was decided that it 
should Be realiz e d  from those who had not ma de any 

. payment previously . Men were nccordingly sent to different 
.. . ; . · nreas to make the colle ction • 

_ 

"Now we have re ceive d complaints that the Gurungs 
·have not allowed their households to be enumerated, nor 
pro duced rece ipts aga_inst the prev ious payme nts, nor ma de 
any payments. 

"We have now depute.d  :Man S im.ha Rana to make the 
colle ctions at the prescr ibed rates: Payments ma de 
previously will be adjus te d  in case the rec e ipts are 
produce d .  You sha ll be punishe d if you cause any 
further obst ruc tion in this regard$J. I I  

RRC , vol .  34 , pp .  69-70.  

Kharidar �ikadatta Pande 

_ _ T.:ikadat ta  Pan de, gran dson of Kulanidhi Pan dit and 
son ot· ·Ram Narayan Pan dit , wa s  appointed as Kharida r  in 
the Sri  Simh.o.nath Palt F1..n •  H is duties were to ma intain 
accounts and records and obey the orders of ·the Captain,
Naras$Jilllha Thapa. 

. T ikadatta Pande was assigned 7-2 ]chets of rice-fields 
and$J. a khuwa income of 1 32 rupe$Jes as h is jagir . He was 
actually given 4 khets of r ice-field's an d  25 rupees .  'r he 
balance of 187 rupees ( a t $J· the rate of 25 rupees a khet ) 
was charge d on the reven ues of Salyan. 

RRC . Vol .  34 , PP• 59-6 1  • 

****** 
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The Chumawan Tax 

- 1 • Eastern '.l.'ara i  

2. Pa lpa and Pyuthan 

3 . Go rkha . 

1 • Ea st ern Ta:rai 

Roya l ord e r  to Subba Kulanand Jha: 

11 I:a the d ist·r ict s  9f Horang, Sa ptari, Nahottari, 
Bara, and Rautahat , the Chumawan tax, �posed on the 
occas ion of our sacred-thread-inve$tit ure ceremony, 
s hal l not be c olle cted on birta grants, both old and 
new ,  if the deed prov ides for exempt ion fr om all 
taxe s and l2vies ( sa r banga-maf i ) � 

o ;rhe Chumawan tax shall be collected from birta 
larids for wh ich no s uch exemption has been gran ted 
under the royal seal$J, but where exemption has been 
frau dulently obtained from other .authorities$J. 

" In the pa st ,  :Mahantas of .· monast eries· (Asthan ) 
and hirtaowne rs used to approach the palace and obtain 
exempt ion 'on payment . of a sum of money as salami 
wheneve r any new tax or levy wa s  imposed. Th is year, 

· a thek barid i has bP.en granted for the colle'ction of t he 
Qb.uma.wan tax on the occas ion of our sacre d-threa-d­
investiture cere mony$J. Accord ingly , in case the coppe:r­
plate inscr ipt ion ha s p laced any bir taowner under the 
jurisdict ion of the palace ; and its case such birta­
owner has fulfilled ·'.his ( ChW!'{\wan) obl igat ion by paying
a salam i  f ee at the palace, such payment shall be ·  
deducted from the amoun t  st ipulated by you under t he 
· I.iara • i i  

Ka rt ik Sudi 4 ,  1 879 
RRC , Vol. , 4 3, pp • )/ 1 -72 • 

2. Palpa and Pyuth�n 

Royal order to C ol onel Uj ir S ingh Thapa : 
"An i.iara for the co11·ection of the Chuma.wan tax on 
the occasion of our sacred-thread-investiture ceremony 
in the Vikram year from iagir, b irta$J. man�hamal , 
chhan , bitalab, and other land.s of bhardars , ·mil itary 
compq.I1ies , etc$J. in the hill regions _9ther than the 
Madhesh re gion , has be en granted to Hanumanta S ingh 
f or the s um  of Rs 1 41, 001 . Permit his men to collect 
the tax .in the hill region of Pal pa . From Baisakh 1 880 , 
you are hereby orde re d  to collect t he Chumawan tax 
in the Madhesh areas of Pyuthan and Palpa according to  
the prescribe d rates. " 

Magh Ridi 1 3, 1 879 , 
RRC , vol . 43 , p . 394 . 



1 5  

Gorkha 

Royal order to Subba. Ta ranidhi Panta , and  the 
Tharghar famil ies  of Tallakot and U}nllokot in 
Gorkha: "You have written to General ( Bhimsen 
Thapa )  that tradj_t ionally a 50 percent exemptoion 

in taxes has been grante d  to the common pe ople (�­
gan� ) of Gorkha towno. The matter has been repre sented 
to  us . 

"We here by  order that the Chumawan tax be collecteod 
from home steads and rice-fields in that area at the same 
rate s as those at wh ich it had been c ollecte d from 
birta , jagir. mrmachamalo. chha,E , and other lands 
and home steads du.ring the : sacred-th.read-invest iture 
ceremony of our father (King Girban ) in the vikmm 
year 1 865 • 

.Ba.isakh Sudi 3 ,  1 880 

RRC , Vol . 43  , PP • 437-38 . 

****** 

l'.he Maf'auni Fee 

In the IE.rha-Khuwa area of Dolakha , kipat-owning 
.iimidars and c ommon people (praja ) were customarily 
forced by the Amali or Dware t o  carry - palanquinso· in 
the ir respective areas .  A royal order was issue d on 
Aswin 1 5 ,  1 894 banning this prac ticeo. Amalia and Dwares 
were ,however ,  ent itled  to collect  a fee ( mafauni ) in 
consideration of the exempt ion on a one-time oosiso. 

RRC , Vol.  27 , pp . 460-6 1o. 

*************** "* 
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