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Dakshesh Gajjar (research assistant/interviewer)
Jivan Valki (Narrator)

(Dakshesh) géia.  : dMI3 U4 469 7
What is your name?
(Jivan) Alanss UL, U, el alesl €
My name is JivanBhai Valki.
(D) s : AHLRL o= sUi, $u1R AulL?
When and where were you born?
(J) Alasis : HIRL o AUSIUML L3 SHLUUL ¥—U—1¢3SHL YAl
I was born in Vaadiya in 1936, 4™ of May.

(D) s : aAx1] 2dl Ul il 28l el ?

How many generations of your family have lived here?

(J) Aa-eis : AUl YUL.
Many years.
(D) s : AL AAlyerel sisS 2l ag, Ule siy ?

What do you remember for your childhood?
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o Ul el i ¢ ol 10 [QaL ol edl uLg Hsit - g

JUSL ¥, 8 AR AR M2 %l 12 5ELS 514 Sl BisAL
3L MOl AR sellslotl 4 3. MRl 24 2 2T AFlad Ylel
g ed A gal vihdl, elorl 2 U6 HOLdL A Sl 1 AHYHL
13 sells 514 sTBL UR s 3MUUL HoLdl WL vl Sld 1Y) vied
Sld, dSsl ¢l | 212 el 9di el w3 514 53 HIRL  ewvslelsdl
gl 10 (Al &l A HIRL WA 1R 252 gl €9 6L 2R s
AB g AU 51 YUHL A o8l A12 Gl a1 wel Ry,
s 539 eld 3wl 514 529 eld UL 2R o4l G021 Sluvt ¢l
CUHL HIURL S M2 AT Al 53 2 45 Al Wi Sy
o], 2AL SHHUIAL AR LU0 AL 2L Wil 1A €9 1A ]
AR asodl Holl i A1 Ad ¢l AR Wl W
ololdl © AR § 51 YUHL AU ¢ dlsi %3 eld AR UA
olleld 9 A § Hes 53 €.

When we did farming we had 8 to 10 vigah® of land,
and we did not have a pakka' house. Instead we had a

kachha* house. We worked as laborers for 12 hours and

got rupees 100. For 12 hours Rs. 1 Bharti and that was

" 17452 sq ft
" Permanent house
* Temporary house
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our living standard. When we did not get millet and
wheat, at that time when we worked for 12 hours we
got Rs. 100. We worked bare feet and bare head
whether it was summer or winter. My forefathers had
10 Vigah land, today I have 12 acres land. I cultivate it
twice or thrice. We have joined the Aga Khan Core
Group; whenever there is work related to water or
irrigation we take active part in it. Good arrangements
were done in 1995 for building the Bhakra dam, Rs. 16
Lacs were spend on building the dam. Today 150 wells
have water because of this dam and we have been able
to educate our children, I have a bungalow now. Today
I am a member of the Core Group, people call me in
time of need and I help them.

AR OUIAML el 5012 2uL?

When did you join Aga Khan?

1 9¢ HI ARUBUAHL BlHE Y.

In 1978 I joined Aga Khan.

AHLRL @O, 512 AL ? 2 dMLR S2dl elsl
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When did you get married and how many children do
you have?

HIRL A 2SO UL gL HIR 6 [2531 2 s €ls3]

I got married in 1960 and I have 2 sons and 1 daughter.
d¥ B2l e sdl ?

How many years have you studied?

& ALR AluSl Haldl ¢,

I have studied until the 4™ Grade.

vl 3ol d ollva ?

How did you learn farming?

udal werilefl vidl adl siael dal ald A edl #d

Uil siel a2l $3d €l 9 dd sladl % d siel - s1dl 2 dl
ULs Qi A4S © vt WRRAQ 0 D di ¢ sl vidl 53
¢ BLAUR ALY AU Sld dl U AL A AR Wil da Gsi
AYL D dl sUA AdHL dl Ul w vl {lsoll .

Earlier we did physical labor ourselves because we
couldn’t afford bollocks. We removed thorns from the
entire field with our hands. If we didn’t remove the

thorns they would not let the crops grow. Today the

situation is different. I use tools today. If the year is



Alexandra Mouche

(D) &

(J) Aaneis

(D) &

(J) Aaneils

Jivan Valki Interview 3/22/12

good then we get a good output crop. Water levels have
gone deeper. If we cultivate, we can earn enough to
earn our home (basic living) expenses.

vidl el audl s el ?

How many years have you been farming?

@210l 30 a4l vidl 5310 el

For the past 30 years, approximately.

Uil 52l AR 3l WS Adl edl ?

When you did farming, what was the output (crop) like?
ULS o1+ Al HAl9L ALY §510 US Y51 2 AR

VLS 6L 2L Al Ul 82l 1A el eldd W6l A4S w1 UYlin
A Aal us si dl 4 A AU 24 olllolaq 5180 well
AsclSell Ha 9 ollloian 518 well & AR HREAAL ¢ B
Asalsdldl e[Rami sag Aol

There wasn’t a lot of output. During the times of
drought the farmers had to step back 2 or 3 times; the
situation was critical. Animals had to be sold off or else
they would die. Today, due to boriband’s, we get water
easily and it stays for 2 to 3 months, it doesn’t go into

the ocean easily.
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-~

2l 515 g¥510 A dle Sld

Is there any specific drought that you remember?

25 AU Wl g5101 UsdlL 5 515 2 sud dldl o A el @A %
ugtl «fl 2val el A AR A Hadl HSHlA vidld A 4o
Higall agl o1d g5 6L 218 avid 1AL,

During one drought nobody cultivated his or her land
that year. Animals died due to shortage of fodder.
People were starving and prices were rising. [ have seen
2 or 3 droughts.

df vidl 43 531 R dal Al 39l edl ?

What kind of tools did you use when you began
farming?

QUL ALSSLAL AL Sl AL AG, AL U

5 ol GUsUl g 514 AS w1

At that time there were wooden tools, today we get
multi-functional tools.

uidl srall Fld 3dl edl ?

What was your method of farming in the past?

QLR vidl 541l o v A usdl FH FH 210 9yl
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ARYL USAl AMIALSH oI dd <l Uls Adl AU 48, dd,
A9 Wl asa ¢l uddl dl L6 vidl Yl o dlddl SR8 3
oIt 2Ll Scll A 1R A5+l 3l B 6 suA AT L.
At that time we did not know much about farming; we
learned from our experience. Earlier in monsoon we
grew millet and sesame, now we grow wheat, sesame
etc. Earlier we grew just enough to eat because we had
limited land. Now we have 12 Acers and we cultivate it
twice a year.

df suL ey 08 Asnidal ol ?

What religion do you follow?

2R LR UL As0uAAl 1A A1 A Sl

seald, 3 ullosl sy

We are associated with the Aga Khan, our cast is called
Ismaili and we are called Khoja.

Al Sdl vt ?

What are your hobbies?

He uell isartl v aan? © wiell ¥ i adl u 9

dnl %l AsAML U dl 6L AR 1L L5l XU A AL S1UEl

YLy,
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My hobby is to collect water. If we stop the waters’
flow to the ocean, it could last for 2 or 3 more months.
It would be helpful to everyone.

dAxL] Aee gl [ g [ o ?

What do you think about the Meghal River?

Wl ¢ MeLdl el AL el M Al sl wedl 24 ys1

USAL UL IR dAlddR L ol &5l % dlddld, ui [QaL, 6
(8L AR d-l @oulsl dlvil 24 s3UsL dlal 1l Gur A © A %
dd dladl sdl H8d el Alelld A oS Rl sUsiHl 2uas A
A Uldldl 91517 AY @il asla 21 sise oidledl. ol o
slfadi wRad- «d a1y € well Alaq ¥3(Ruld drg © AR
Alsidl 894 2.4l dvil 6l 9 AR A1 WA 59 ed Adl.
When I was in school the river had flowing water all
around the year. Then later on it began to dry up. There
was less cultivation at that time since the land was 5
vighas ¥, 2 vighas . Instead of that, today the millions
of vighas of land are cultivated now and grow sesame.

Since the Meghal River has been revived, income has

gone in to millions. Children are educated to become

¥ 87260Sq Ft
34904.Sq Ft
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doctors and lawyers. Development has been seen in all
casts. Water 1s a basic necessity of humans. When
people had A/C and fans in their houses we had
nothing.

ALl el AR A gl 3ol odl ?

How was the Meghal River when you were young?
QL Uddl 2L AddR 2L Adl AU 10 UL 2Addl

qual duouHi otf, uiell elRuimi wg g, UL AU HALe
AL ¢ AKRSP Al wanm ey o=yl ugdl oran adafAs 2ld
ASIAAL ALYl UM Yull dl ot Yol

Many years ago when there was less cultivation and the
river flowed for 10 months. In between times, all the
water went on to the ocean. On the advice of the Aga
Khan people, I joined AKRSP and became its first
member. Later on other people started joining it. If the
village is happy, everyone is happy.

dxLL Hie wiell ed Hecd ?

What is the importance of water to you?

el usd Msc sld dl a uiell

Water is of first and foremost importance.
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Hue Ael Y519 A9 AR duiL Alad uR ol A9 4 ?

What was the effect on your life when Meghal River
dried up?

AR g ad Aldd ¥ dleHi Adi dui wo dlen ela dl U3 10
dleumi aldd ag uddl sal 3 ol U8l A edl AR Y gesil gdl
Sl 2 AR 100 52 Gol sul © oA il vl 219 AsSH syl
il vt vl 2ud sl wiell Aledt 53 Al dl dldd
AIHIAML ARAULE AL UL VAL US AL ARAULES AL dl ALY 1A
9L ALY dl VS ool US| A1 USAL g5 ol USAL e 8d
291 US 9 otal (L1 2 21Ul AHLT, & A9 ULl AlSL ML
sad

Less land was cultivated. If there was 50 vighas land
only 5 or 10 vighas out of 50 were cultivated. Earlier
there were no (two) water bores, there was a 25 feet
deep well. Now we have 100 feet deep water bore,
water comes from everywhere, even from the check
dams. If there is no water in the wells, crops cannot be

grown and in such times everything depends on the

Monsoon. If it rains well then it’s good otherwise the
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situation of farmers would became vulnerable. Earlier
there were more droughts then nowadays. People
committed suicide out of misery.

dAMLRL $301 e UMSIHL 5l AR usl

How did it affect your family and village?

o1l UL HIRIAL 6L SLE Sl BUL ARSI SIH S2UddL iy

AUl 1ol ol AUS elladl U sal viigdl uS il 2ulast
Alddl edl

Everywhere people were in a bad condition. People
began doing laborious jobs for the government like
making roads and digging wells. That was the source of
livelihood.

gl 3519 oS Al vl Wi dd welldl azal 34l Jd

5L ?

When the river dried up, from where did you get water
for farming?

gl gld o Al A2l HSHL AR g [Ba viauy 13512

AEMS Sld G8IR dl {lsng o us
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It would emotionally hurt us to see the river without
water. Everywhere it would be dry and barren.
Relocation was the only option.

dA¥ SUS dlssiuRL, ARLHeS, yedolHL el dlel edl ?

Have you participated in any lokdayro (public
performance), sherinatak (street show, play) or pad-
yatra (foot march)?

sl, AKRSP n135d 24l a1101 @l uedlstimi

so BBl azvld 53 315 oUM A AU WAL vl 53] oy
A1l Holl ules oflont U AU AL YO % MIRIAL s A1y, Al
A Al als Yl wearatl 531, A0S 2 dlsSIAHL HioL dlal
£ wiell e21a elsSIu ML el dlal 9,

Yes, through AKRSP I participated in Pad Yatya (Foot
March). After 60 kilometers, when we reached a
village, they would return, meet their colleagues and go
to other village, 50 % of the people would stay there, in
this way we did a Foot March until Chorwad. I have
participated in sherinatak and lokdayro. I have
participate in the Save Water lokdayro (public

performance)
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2L uglani epor dlar duit Alad ur 5dl 44 usl?

What was the effect on your life after you took part in
these activities?

HIL Flad uR g AR 2R vl

It had a good effect on my life.

o wiell orataal 9 s 69l ?

What do you do, to save water daily?

o well e al w2 well-l 4o 42 Ad ela sl

A5 5L F2d, ot ded, el s25u3 5l s1uel olel W2 o8l
AlsL AR vt ulR(lAl qaRad Gualal 53 d Mscd © wiell ordl
UL Y 69,

To save water everyday, close the water taps properly,
use minimum water to clean utensils. Everyone should
understand the importance of water and use water
carefully. Conserving water is my motto.

dHLL elel wiell-l Guaial 3dl Fa s3dL ?

How have your forefathers used water for farming?

QAR dl 1zl elel 2l ol Alvuls A edl vea18la 2

5 Al ASdl. AL disl 25 e Wl A dl sl cad el

Y121 24 :AS4L oetiA F51 2 9 uell MA dl MR dgd 28 9.



Alexandra Mouche

(D) &

(J) Aaneils

(D) &

(J) Aa-eis

Jivan Valki Interview 3/22/12

At that time of my grandfather there was not so much
cleanliness. He took a bath once a week. Nowadays
when people take one glass of water, they drink half
and throw the rest away. Due to water people stay
healthy.

Ad Ay wielll Guylol 3dl Fld s el ?

Nowadays how do you use water?

sl urelldl Gudlol Pidui o 54l 4R uill-l

s5u AUl Gulol s ot disi uelL Aals il el wiell
oLl Wl diA o199l

Water from the yard should be used in the field only.
Use water carefully at home. We advise to people to
‘Save Water and Water will Save you’.

et opA1 AM[A (A AR gLl el ?

What do you know about the Water Conservation
Committee?

27 o o1l AR AL 51 YUHL AISIAAL 12 dHi e

-~

HlRA {21l iy €9 ul vl el sld ©
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We are connected with the Core Group of the Water
Conservation Committee; we have meetings every
month where all the expenses are looked into.

oo oi21a AMA[Q WA A g U9l vil el ?

What are your expectations from the Water
Conservation Committee?

et ofAl AM[AA WA AR 2 2u9u (L o S 6L HRil
AUALAAL AL 1A dl ol HIRRAIHAL Mol 2 3 ¥ LR

N Y

UL ARSI €9 %A GlALAHL dnl URL SLUEL UL O 5 % MR
25 % SAA Addl Sl d MR AL AR 5UA Adl HiSUL ©. d-
slel o A4l © A w2l AHAL oL 9 5 vl vl oAy dl
uRLA % S1UEl 2.

Our expectation from the Water Conservation
Committee is that if there are two people who can make
others understand the importance of water it would be
beneficial to both. Those who cultivated once a year are
now doing it thrice a year. So now they have

understood that conserving water is beneficial to us.

ool oL AR 2L ¥ 51 sul Jedl AUSIRE D 7
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How effective has been the work done by the Water
Conservation Committee?

AIAMHIL SO 2l 9O % Wl sIML USRS AUl 9

They have been 60 to 70 % effective.

AL Aledll 515 widl dld 3 i 2144 Ul Hidldl

el dl sl sl 9l ?

Is there 1s anything about your life that you want to tell
us?

|3 2 HBLAL AL sUSLHL L8 % 1Sl el

£5d L ¢l susil Adl otrldl Al AlusL Avidl AR w2
oUl A el AL WAL sdl AAR F OU Y Sl HIZ AT,
AU U UBLAULR A 8q,

When we went to school, we had one pair of cloths; we
carried notebooks in a cloth bag because we did now
have school bags. There were no private schools then,
only government schools. Today if there is 75% relief

to farmers, in those days it was not even 1% good.



