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March 22nd, 2012 

Persons Present:  Alexandra Mouche’ (interviewer) 

Dakshesh Gajjar (research assistant/interviewer) 

Jivan Valki (Narrator) 

(Dakshesh) N1F[X  o TDF~ GFD X]\ K[ m 

What is your name? 

(Jivan) HLJGEF. o DFZ]\ GFD HLJGEF. JF<SL K[ 

My name is JivanBhai Valki. 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZM HgD SIF\4  SIFZ[ YIM m 

When and where were you born? 

(J) HLJGEF. o DFZM HgD JF0LIFDF !)#&DF\ YIM $v5v!)#&DF\ YIM 

I was born in Vaadiya in 1936, 4th of May.  

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL S[8,L 5[-LYL VCL\ ZCM KM m 

How many generations of your family have lived here? 

(J) HLJGEF. o JZ;M YIFP 

Many years. 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL GFG56GL SM. V[JL J:T] IFN CMI m 

What do you remember for your childhood? 
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(J) HLJGEF. o HIFZ[ B[TL CTL VG[ ( YL !_ lJ3F HDLG CTL 5FS]\ DSFG  G CT]  

h]\50F H[J]\ CT]\ tIFZ[ VD[ DH}ZLV[ HTF !Z  S,FS SFD SZJFGF  V[S;M 

~FP D/TF  !Z S,FSGMGM  ! ~P EZTL  VDG[ VG[ VDFZ]\ HLJG WMZ6 

V[J]\ CT]\ VG[  H]JFZ BFW[,L4 AFHZM VG[ 3p\ D/TF G CTF V[ ;DIDF\ 

!Z S,FS SFD SZLV[  tIFZ[ V[S ~l5IM D/TM 5U B},F CMI DFY]\ B]<,] 

CMI4 T0SM CMI 4 8F- CMI KTF\ 56 VD[ SFD SI]"  DFZF   AF5NFNFGL 

HDLG !_ lJ3F CTL VtIFZ[ DFZF 5F;[ !Z V[SZ HDLG K[ A[ +6 5FS 

,p\ K]\ VFUFBFG SMZ U|]5DF\ VD[ AWF ;FY[ KLV[ HIFZ[ 56 l;\RF.G]\ 

SFD SZJ]\ CMI S[ 5F6LG]\ SFD SZJ]\ CMI tIFZ[ VD[ AWF E[UF CMIV[ KLV[ 

)5DF\ EFBZF 0[D DF8[ ;FZ]\ VFIMHG SI]"  VG[ !& ,FBGF BR[" 0[D 

AGFjIMP VF 0[DDF\YL VtIFZ[  !5_ S]JFDF\ VF 5F6L HFI K[ VDG[ V[DF\ 

;FZL ;O/TF D/L KMSZFVMG[ ;FZL ZLT[ E6FjIF VtIFZ[ DFZL 5F;[ 

A\U,M K[ VtIFZ[ C]\ SMZ U|]5DF\ ;eI K]\ ,MSMG[ H~Z CMI tIFZ[ DG[ 

AM,FJ[ K[ VG[ C]\ DNN SZ]\ K]\. 

When we did farming we had 8 to 10 vigah* of land, 

and we did not have a pakka† house. Instead we had a 

kachha‡ house. We worked as laborers for 12 hours and 

got rupees 100. For 12 hours Rs. 1 Bharti and that was 

                                                        
* 17452 sq ft 
† Permanent house 
‡ Temporary house 
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our living standard. When we did not get millet and 

wheat, at that time when we worked for 12 hours we 

got Rs. 100. We worked bare feet and bare head 

whether it was summer or winter. My forefathers had 

10 Vigah land, today I have 12 acres land. I cultivate it 

twice or thrice. We have joined the Aga Khan Core 

Group; whenever there is work related to water or 

irrigation we take active part in it. Good arrangements 

were done in 1995 for building the Bhakra dam, Rs. 16 

Lacs were spend on building the dam. Today 150 wells 

have water because of this dam and we have been able 

to educate our children, I have a bungalow now. Today 

I am a member of the Core Group, people call me in 

time of need and I help them.  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ VFUFBFGDF\ NFB, SIFZ[ YIF m 

  When did you join Aga Khan? 

(J) HLJGEF. o !)*( DF\ VFUFBFGDF\ NFB,  YIFP 

  In 1978 I joined Aga Khan.  

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF ,uG SIFZ[ YIF m VG[ TDFZ[ S[8,F AF/SM 
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When did you get married and how many children do 

you have? 

(J) HLJGEF. o DFZF ,uG  !)&_ DF\ YIF DFZ[ A[ lNSZF  VG[ V[S NLSZL  

I got married in 1960 and I have 2 sons and 1 daughter.  

(D) N1F[X o        TD[ S[8,M VeIF; SIF"[ m 

  How many years have you studied? 

(J) HLJGEF. o C]\ RFZ RM50L E6[,M  K]\P 

  I have studied until the 4th Grade. 

(D) N1F[X o  B[TL S[JL ZLT[ XLbIF m 

  How did you learn farming? 

(J) HLJGEF. o 5C[,F DF6;MYL B[TL YTL A/NM ,[JFGL XlS[T G CTL  HFT  

DC[GTYL SF\8F\ B[TZGF OZT[ CMI K[ T[G[  SF-TF HM T[ SF\8F\ G SF-L V[ TM 

5FS ,[JFDF\ G0[ K[ VtIFZ[ 5lZl:YlT  ;FZL K[ TM C]\ ClYIFZYL B[TL SZ]\ 

K]\ VtIFZ[ ;FZ]\ JZ; CMI TM O;, ;FZL YFI  VtIFZ[ 5F6LGF T/ p\0F 

UIF K[ TM O;, ,.V[ TM 56 3ZBR" GLS/L HFIP 

Earlier we did physical labor ourselves because we 

couldn’t afford bollocks. We removed thorns from the 

entire field with our hands. If we didn’t remove the 

thorns they would not let the crops grow. Today the 

situation is different. I use tools today. If the year is 
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good then we get a good output crop. Water levels have 

gone deeper. If we cultivate, we can earn enough to 

earn our home (basic living) expenses.  

(D) N1F[X o  B[TL  S[8,F JZ;YL  SZM KM m 

How many years have you been farming? 

(J) HLJGEF. o ,UEU #_ JZ;YL B[TL SZLV[ KLV[  

For the past 30 years, approximately.  

(D) N1F[X o  B[TL SZTF tIFZ[ S[JM 5FS YTM CTM m 

When you did farming, what was the output (crop) like? 

(J) HLJGEF. o 5FS AC]\ G YTM VMKM YFI N]SF/ 50[ ;}SF VFJ[ tIFZ[   

B[0}T A[ +6 JFZ 5FKF C8L HFI V[GL CF,T BZFA Y. HFI 5X]VMG[ 

JC[RL GFBJF 50[ SF\ TM DZL HFI VtIFZ[ VDG[ AMZLA\WG[ SFZ6[ 5F6L 

;C[,F.YL D/[ K[ AMZLA\WG[ SFZ6[ 5F6L  A[ +6 DlCGF ZC[ K[  

;C[,F.YLYL NlZIFDF\ E/T]\ GYLP 

There wasn’t a lot of output. During the times of 

drought the farmers had to step back 2 or 3 times; the 

situation was critical. Animals had to be sold off or else 

they would die. Today, due to boriband’s, we get water 

easily and it stays for 2 to 3 months, it doesn’t go into 

the ocean easily.  
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(D) N1F[X o  V[JM SM. N]QSF/ TDG[ IFN CMI 

Is there any specific drought that you remember? 

(J) HLJGEF. o V[S JZ; V[JM N]SF/ 50IM S[ SM. V[ O;, JFJL H G CTL  VG[ H[  

5X]VM GL ;\bIF  VMKL Y. RFZM G D/JFYL DF6;MG[ BFJFG]\ G D/[ 

DM\3JFZL JWL HFI N]SF/ A[ +6 JBT HMIFP  

During one drought nobody cultivated his or her land 

that year. Animals died due to shortage of fodder. 

People were starving and prices were rising. I have seen 

2 or 3 droughts. 

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ B[TL X~ SZL  tIFZ[ S[JF ;FWGM  S[JF CTF m 

What kind of tools did you use when you began 

farming? 

(J) HLJGEF. o tIFZ[  ,FS0FGF ;FWG CTF VtIFZ[V[J]\ ;FWG VFJ[ K[     

S[ H[DF\ V[SDF\ AW]\ SFD Y. HFIP 

At that time there were wooden tools, today we get 

multi-functional tools.  

(D) N1F[X o  B[TL SZJFGL ZLT S[JL CTL m 

  What was your method of farming in the past? 

(J) HLJGEF. o tIFZ[ B[TL SZJFGL AC] BAZ G 50TL  H[D H[D VFU/ JWJF  
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,FuIF  5C[,F  RMDF;FSD\ AFHZM T, GM 5FS ,[TF VtIFZ[ 3p\4 T,4 

JU[Z[ 5FSM ,.V[ KLV[ 5C[,F TM 4p\ BFJF 5}ZTF H JFJTF SFZ6 S[ 

HDLG VMKL CTL VtIFZ[ !Z V[SZGL HDLG K[ A[ O;, ,.V[ KLV[P 

At that time we did not know much about farming; we 

learned from our experience. Earlier in monsoon we 

grew millet and sesame, now we grow wheat, sesame 

etc. Earlier we grew just enough to eat because we had 

limited land. Now we have 12 Acers and we cultivate it 

twice a year.  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[  SIF WD" ;FY[ ;\S/FI[,F KM m 

  What religion do you follow? 

(J) HLJGEF. o VD[ VFUGBFG ;FY[ ;\S/FI[,F KLV[ VDFZL HFlT .:DFI,L  

SC[JFI4 S[ BMHF SC[JFI 

We are associated with the Aga Khan, our cast is called 

Ismaili and we are called Khoja.  

(D) N1F[X o  TDG[ S[JM  XMB  m 

  What are your hobbies? 

(J) HLJGEF. o DG[ 5F6L ZMSJFGM XMB JWFZ[ K[ 5F6L H[ NlZIFDF\ JCL HFI K[  

T[G[ HM ZMSJFDF\ VFJ[ TM A[ +6 DlCGF GLS/L HFI VG[ AWFG[ OFINM 

YFIP  
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My hobby is to collect water. If we stop the waters’ 

flow to the ocean, it could last for 2 or 3 more months. 

It would be helpful to everyone. 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL D[3, GNL lJX[ X]\ lJRFZ K[ m 

  What do you think about the Meghal River? 

(J) HLJGEF. o HIFZ[ C]\ E6TM CTM tIFZ[ AFZ[DF; JC[TL CTL 5KL V[DF\ ;}SF  

50TF UIF tIFZ[ JFJ[TZ VMKF CTF 1F[+O/ H[ JFJJFG]\ 5F\R lJ3F4 A[ 

lJ3F VtIFZ[ T[GL HuIFV[ ,FBM  VG[ SZM0M JL3F DF\ p5H ,[ K[ VG[ H[ 

T, JFJTF CTF D[3, GNL HLJLT Y. U. tIFZYL  SZM0MGL VFJS Y. 

U. 5MTFGF KMSZFG[ ;FZ]\ E6FJL JSL, V[ 0MS8ZM AGFjIFP AWL H 

7FlTDF\ 5lZJT"G Y. UI]\ K[ 5F6L HLJG H~lZIFT  J:T] K[ VtIFZ[ 

,MSMGF 3ZGDF\ V[P;LP 5\BF CMI K[ tIFZ[ VDFZL 5F;[ SX]\ CT]\ GCLP 

When I was in school the river had flowing water all 

around the year. Then later on it began to dry up. There 

was less cultivation at that time since the land was 5 

vighas §, 2 vighas**. Instead of that, today the millions 

of vighas of land are cultivated now and grow sesame. 

Since the Meghal River has been revived, income has 

gone in to millions. Children are educated to become 
                                                        
§ 87260Sq Ft 
** 34904.Sq Ft 
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doctors and lawyers. Development has been seen in all 

casts. Water is a basic necessity of humans. When 

people had A/C and fans in their houses we had 

nothing. 

(D) N1F[X o   GFGF CTF tIFZ[ D[3, GNL S[JL CTL m 

How was the Meghal River when you were young? 

(J) HLJGEF. o JZ;M 5C[,F HIFZ[ JFJ[TZ VMKF YTF tIFZ[  !_ DlCGF  RF,TL 

JR,F UF/FDF\ AW]\ 5F6L NlZIFDF\ HT]\  ZC[T]\ VFUFBFG JF/FV[ ;,FC 

VF5L C]\ AKRSP GM 5|YD ;eI  AgIM 5KL AWF ;FJ"HlGS ZLT[ 

HM0FI[,F ,FuIF UFD ;]BL TM AWF ;]BL  

Many years ago when there was less cultivation and the 

river flowed for 10 months. In between times, all the 

water went on to the ocean. On the advice of  the Aga 

Khan people, I joined AKRSP and became its first 

member. Later on other people started joining it. If the 

village is happy, everyone is happy. 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF DF8[ 5F6L S[8,]\ DCtJG]\ m 

  What is the importance of water to you?  

(J) HLJGEF. o 5C[,FDF\ 5C[,]\ DCtJ CMI TM T[ 5F6L 

Water is of first and foremost importance.  
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(D) N1F[X o  D[3, GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[ TDFZF HLJG 5Z XL V;Z Y.  m 

What was the effect on your life when Meghal River 

dried up? 

(J) HLJGEF.        o JFJ[TZ VMK]\ YT]\ JFJ[TZ H[ JL3FDF\ YTF\ T[DF\ 5_ JL3F CMI TM  5 S[ !_ 

JL3FDF\ JFJ[TZ YT]\ 5C[,F S}JF S[ AMZ 56 G CTF tIFZ[  Z5 O]8GM S]JM  

CTM VG[ VtIFZ[ !__ O}8 p\0M SIM"  K[ UD[ tIF\YL 5F6L VFJ[ R[S0[D SIF" 

tIF\YL 56 5F6L VFJ[ S}JFDF\ 5F6L RF<IF SZ[ GCL TM JFJ[TZ G YFI 

RMDF;FDF\ JZ;FN GM VFWFZ ZFBJM 50[ ;FZM JZ;FN YFI TM ;FZ]\ VG[ 

VMKM YFI TM B[0}T  GA/M 50L HFI 5C[,F N]SF/ AC]\ 50TF VG[ CJ[ 

VMKM 50[ K[ AWF lGZFX Y. UIF  VDFZ]\ X]\ YX[ 36F ,MSM VFtDCtIF 

SZL ,[ K[  

Less land was cultivated. If there was 50 vighas land 

only 5 or 10 vighas out of 50 were cultivated. Earlier 

there were no (two) water bores, there was a 25 feet 

deep well. Now we have 100 feet deep water bore, 

water comes from everywhere, even from the check 

dams. If there is no water in the wells, crops cannot be 

grown and in such times everything depends on the 

Monsoon. If it rains well then it’s good otherwise the 
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situation of farmers would became vulnerable. Earlier 

there were more droughts then nowadays. People 

committed suicide out of misery.    

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF S]8]\A VG[ UFD0FDF\ S[JL  V;Z 50L  

  How did it affect your family and village? 

(J) HLJGEF. o AWL HuIFV[ DF6;M A CF, CTF HIF\ ;ZSFZ SFD SZFJTF CMI  

tIF\ DH}ZLV[ HTF\ ZM0 AGFJJF 50[ S}JF BMNJF 50[ VDF\YL VFHLlJSF 

RF,TL CTL 

Everywhere people were in a bad condition. People 

began doing laborious jobs for the government like 

making roads and digging wells. That was the source of 

livelihood.  

(D) N1F[X o   GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[  B[TL DF8[ TD[  5F6LGL jIJ:YF  S[JL  ZLT[ 

SZTF m 

When the river dried up, from where did you get water 

for farming? 

(J) HLJGEF. o 5F6L CMI H GCL  GNL HM.V[ tIFZ[ VF56]\ lN, B[\RFI  RFZ[SMZ  

;}S]\E9 CMI ACFZ TM GLS/J]\ H 50[ 
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It would emotionally hurt us to see the river without 

water. Everywhere it would be dry and barren. 

Relocation was the only option.  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ SM. ,MS0FIZM4 X[ZLGF8S45NIF+FDF\ EFU ,LWM  CTM m 

Have you participated in any lokdayro (public 

performance), sherinatak (street show, play) or pad-

yatra (foot march)? 

(J) HLJGEF. o CF4 AKRSP DFZOT[ V[DF\ EFU ,.V[ 5NIF+FDF\  

&_ lSDL  X~VFT SZ[ V[S UFD VFJ[ tIFZ[ DF6;M 5FKF OZL HFI 

;FYLVMG[ D/L 5FKF ALHF UFD[ HFI tIF\ 5_ @ DF6;M ZMSFI HFI V[JL 

ZLT[ RMZJF0 ;]WL 5NIF+F SZLP X[ZLGF8S VG[ ,MS0FIZFDF\  EFU ,LWM 

K[ 5F6L ARFJ ,MS0FIZFDF\ EFU ,LWM K[P 

Yes, through AKRSP I participated in Pad Yatya (Foot 

March). After 60 kilometers, when we reached a 

village, they would return, meet their colleagues and go 

to other village, 50 % of the people would stay there, in 

this way we did a Foot March until Chorwad. I have 

participated in sherinatak and lokdayro. I have 

participate in the Save Water lokdayro (public 

performance) 
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(D) N1F[X o  VF 5|J'lTDF\ EFU ,LWF  TDFZF HLJG 5Z S[JL  V;Z 50L m 

What was the effect on your life after you took part in 

these activities? 

(J) HLJGEF. o DFZF HLJG 5Z AC]\ ;FZL V;Z 50L  

  It had a good effect on my life.   

(D) N1F[X o  ZMH 5F6L ARFJJF X]\ SZM KM m 

  What do you do, to save water daily? 

(J) HLJGEF. o ZMH 5F6L ARFJJF DF8[ 5F6LGM G/ ;ZBL ZLT[ A\W SZJM JF;6  

;FO SZJFDF\ H[8,]\ AG[ T[8,]\ 5F6LG]\ SZS;Z SZJL OFINM AWF DF8[ AWF 

,MSM ;DH[ VG[ 5F6LGM jIJl:YT p5IMU SZ[ T[ DCtJG]\ K[ 5F6L ARFJM 

V[ DFZ]\ wI[I  K[P 

To save water everyday, close the water taps properly, 

use minimum water to clean utensils. Everyone should 

understand the importance of water and use water 

carefully. Conserving water is my motto.  

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF NFNF 5F6LGM p5IMU S[JL ZLT[ SZTF m 

  How have your forefathers used water for farming? 

(J) HLJGEF. o tIFZ[ TM DFZF NFNF VF8,L AWL RMbBF. G CTL V9JF0LV[ V[ 

S JFZ GCTFP VtIFZ[ ,MSM V[S u,F; 5F6L ,[ TM V0WM u,F; 5F6L 

5LV[ VG[ V0WM u,F; O[\SL N[ K[ 5F6L D/[ TM DF6; T\N]Z:T ZC[ K[P 
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At that time of my grandfather there was not so much 

cleanliness.  He took a bath once a week. Nowadays 

when people take one glass of water, they drink half 

and throw the rest away. Due to water people stay 

healthy.  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ VtIFZ[  5F6LGM p5IMU S[JL ZLT[ SZM KM m 

  Nowadays how do you use water? 

(J) HLJGEF. o JF0LGF 5F6LGM p5IMU B[TZDF\ H SZJFGM 3Z[ 5F6LGM  

SZS;ZEIM" p5IMU  SZLV[ KLV[ ,MSMG[ 56 ;,FC VF5LV[ KLV[ 5F6L 

ARFJM 5F6L TDG[ ARFJX[ 

Water from the yard should be used in the field only. 

Use water carefully at home. We advise to people to 

‘Save Water and Water will Save you’.  

(D) N1F[X o   H, ARFJ ;lDlT lJX[ TD[  HF6M KM m 

What do you know about the Water Conservation 

Committee? 

(J) HLJGEF. o VD[ H, ARFJ ;lDlT GF SMZ U|]5DF HM0FI[,F KLV[ T[DF\ NZ  

DlCG[ DL\8L\U CMI K[ tIF\ :JBR[" HJFG]\ CMI K[ 
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We are connected with the Core Group of the Water  

Conservation Committee; we have meetings every 

month where all the expenses are looked into.  

(D) N1F[X o   H/ ARFJ ;lDlT 5F;[ TD[ X]\  VFXF ZFBM KM m 

What are your expectations from the Water 

Conservation Committee? 

(J) HLJGEF. o H, ARFJ ;lDlTG[ 5F;[ VD[ V[ VFXF ZFBLV[ KLV[ S[ A[ DF6;M  

;DHFJJF JF/F CMI TM ALHF DF6;MGF DUHDF\ VFJ[ S[ H[ DF6; 

VF56G[ ;DHFJ[  K[ H, ARFJDF\ T[G[ 56 OFINM YIM K[ S[ H[ DF6;   

V[S H O;, ,[TM CTM T[ DF6; VtIFZ[ +6  O;, ,[JF DF\0IM K[P T[G[ 

OFINM H YIM K[ T[ 56 ;DHL UIF K[ S[ VF56[ 5F6L ARFJX]\ TM 

VF56G[ H OFINM YX[P 

Our expectation from the Water Conservation 

Committee is that if there are two people who can make 

others understand the importance of water it would be 

beneficial to both. Those who cultivated once a year are 

now doing it thrice a year. So now they have 

understood that conserving water is beneficial to us.  

(D) N1F[X o  H/ ARFJ ;lDlT V[ H[ SFI" SIF" S[8,F V;ZSFZS K[ m 
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How effective has been the work done by the Water 

Conservation Committee?  

(J) HLJGEF. o ,UEU &_ YL *_ @ H[8,F SFDM  V;ZSFZS YIF  K[  

  They have been 60 to 70 % effective.  

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL HL\NULGL SM.  V[JL  JFT S[ TD[ VDG[ H6FJJF  DF\UTF  

CMI TM SCL XSM KM m  

Is there is anything about your life that you want to tell 

us? 

(J) HLJGEF. o HIFZ[ VD[ E6TF tIFZ[ S50FGL V[S H HM0L CTL4  

NOTZ G CMI S50FGL Y[,L AGFJL T[DF\ RM50F ZFBTF tIFZ[ 5|F.J[8 

XF/FVM G CTL ;CSFZL  XF/F CTL VtIFZ[ H[    *5 @   B[0}TM DF8[ ;FZ]\ 

tIFZ[ ! @ 56 ;FZ]\ G CT]\  

When we went to school, we had one pair of cloths; we 

carried notebooks in a cloth bag because we did now 

have school bags. There were no private schools then, 

only government schools. Today if there is 75% relief 

to farmers, in those days it was not even 1% good.  

 


