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Hans Rosling

Hans Rosling, a Swedish medical doctor, academic, statistician, and public speaker, is a Professor of
International Health at the Karolinska Institute and co-founder and chairman of the Gapminder
Foundation, which developed the Trendalyzer software system.

Einaudi Center Names Hans Rosling the 2014 Bartels World Affairs Fellow

Hans Rosling, a Swedish medical doctor, academic, statistician, and public speaker, was named the 2014
Bartels World Affairs Fellow. He is Professor of International Health at the Karolinska Institute and co-
founder and chairman of the Gapminder Foundation, which developed the Trendalyzer software system.
He will give the Henry E. and Nancy Horton Bartels 2014 World Affairs Fellowship Lecture on Tuesday,
September 9, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. in the Statler Auditorium. A reception will follow in the foyer. Admission
is free and open to the public. Hans Rosling has the unique ability to make statistical data come alive in
order to address the global economy and, in particular, dispel common myths about the so-called
developing world, which he believes is no longer worlds away from the West. The founder of the
Gapminder Foundation - an organization that strives to make statistical data freely available and easily
understandable online - and a professor of international health at Karolinska Institutet, Hans Rosling
began his wide-ranging career as a physician, spending many years in rural Africa tracking a rare
paralytic disease (which he named konzo) and discovering its cause: hunger and badly processed
cassava. He co-founded Doctors Without Borders Sweden, wrote a textbook on global health, and has
advised the WHO and UNICEF. What sets Rosling apart as a speaker isn't just his apt observations of
broad social and economic trends, but the stunning way he presents them. You've never seen data
presented like this. By any logic, a presentation that tracks a wide range of global trends should be, in a
word, boring. But in Rosling's hands, data sings. Trends come to life. And the big picture - usually hazy at
best - snaps into sharp focus. Rosling's presentations are grounded in solid statistics (often drawn from
United Nations data), illustrated by the visualization software he developed. The animations transform
development statistics into moving bubbles and flowing curves that make global trends clear, intuitive,
and even playful. During his legendary presentations, Rosling takes this one step farther, narrating the
animations with a sportscaster's flair. Hans Rosling is a member of the International Group of the
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Swedish Academy of Science and of the Global Agenda Network of the World Economic Forum in
Switzerland. His 20 years of research on global health concerned the character of the links between
economy and health in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. He's also personally argued with many heads of
state, including Fidel Castro. The Henry E. and Nancy Horton Bartels World Affairs Fellowship was
established in 1984, to bring prominent international leaders to Cornell. The mission of the fellowship
program is explicitly educational-to foster a broadened world view among Cornell students by bringing
to campus persons who have distinguished themselves as international public figures.

Bartels Fellow Hans Rosling Finds Hope in Numbers

A statistician with an eye for spotting pioneering trends, Hans Rosling, a Swedish medical doctor and
academic, dispels myths about the developing world. By presenting data in a captivating way, Rosling
encourages millions of people to re-evaluate their understanding of the world. Rosling, ranked as one of
the world’s most 100 influential people by Time magazine in 2012, delivered a fact-based talk Sept. 9 to
an engaged audience in Statler Auditorium. He spoke as the Mario Einaudi Center for International
Studies’ Henry E. and Nancy Horton Bartels World Affairs Fellow.
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http://www.cornell.edu/video/hans-rosling-upgrade-to-fact-based-world-view
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/2014/09/bartels-fellow-hans-rosling-finds-hope-numbers

