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(Dakshesh) géia.  : dMI3 UH 469 7
What is your name?

(Siraj) RiRlgeud I AU RIS ©
My name is SirajBhai.

(D) s : AHLRL %= 5UL 24 512 YUl ?
When and where were you born?

(S) RS : HIRL % 3—U—q¢ SUHL HLollal SIlHIHi
Q|
My birthday was 2-5-1965 in Maliya Hatina.

(D) & : dxL] sedfl Wl »1él R 9 ?
How many generations of your family have lived here?

(S) RS : 23 HL(lUL el 30 Al Rl ¢l
For 30 years we have lived in Maliya Hatina.

(D) s : AL ALyl 51 drg, due dle el ?
What do you remember from your childhood?

(S) Rzlwes : HLY, Ao ALY O vl g, 565 A2l
210U HL 2 gollHolla Al 2 U] lan
My life 1s simple. There is nothing as such, living
peacefully with people around us. That is my life.

(D) s : AHLRL @ 5413 UL ? B2l olLolsl Ul
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When was your marriage and how many children do
you have?

(S) RS : HIRL A A ¢ Hi YUl A5 [R50 244 28
(2531

My marriage was is 1988. I have one son and one
daughter.

(D) s : A Sedl v sul ?
How many years of study have you completed?

(S) RS : Ao ad, ofl 20l Yl veuu 56l ©.
I have studied until second year of the Senior College in
Bachelor of Science.

(D) & : d# vl 5l Fla ollva ?
How did you learn how to farm?

(S) Rzlwes : oiugleldl quiddl vidl 53121 ¢l elel o vidl
sl 20 L s edlot weL 8 AU A2l WRAdA 2Ud © 1A
uRad- 2els1y .
We have been farming since the time of our forefathers;
we farm the same way as our forefathers. But now
circumstances are changing and we have accepted the
change.

(D) s : d¥ 3eal arudl vidl sl ?
For how many years have you been farming?

(S) RS : 213 >l Al vdl 5321 Sl
We have been farming for 30 years.

(D) s : d® usdl Widl sl LR 3al Wis Adl sl ?
When you first started farming, which type of crops did
you have?

(S) RS : ygdl % vidl sdl d uIul Yool edl d Jd
ladl edl

Earlier farming was done in traditional way.
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df Vil sl U Sl RidlL Gudlol adl ?
When you were farming what types of tools did you
use?

A vl stHl a3aild 53 AR % AHY UHIS

uRad- 2y 4il3s vidl 2udl eus veald, sairl Reuel 243 vidl
5312 ¢l

When 1 started farming things were changing.
Mechanical farming, drip irrigation, fountain system,
we use all this.

A® LULR al uLs Al eol ?
What kind of crops do you have now?

A AL L5 i 8Bl uLs adHt ¢l

uddl 11l A4 w4BHi Alel Brau el Gualol Adl edl 2R
wisulwi TPG 41, TPG37, TPG 20 %l wasoll Ay
uedl il A sd Al 2usl dal dl wasoll adl el GWS
496 »i g [Brael © disad © Adl Allasnl [Briel gL uLs
a9l

We grow groundnut and wheat. Earlier in groundnut
and wheat regular seeds were used, nowadays TPG 41,
TPG37, TPG 20 types of groundnut are grown. Earlier
when this was not available, groundnut types were like
Aadi Vela. Now GWS 496, the new seeds are popular.
We use seeds that are produced after research.

xR ¥l s2al Ad 3ell ol ?
How did you used to farm?

uidl 24 9y udan sinedl adl sl xR

S5c AMIRAML AlaRll saMl Anexdl GUAloL 1Y © AR olf %
514 2522l Al © olnedl s1M w9 2ieg A Y 9

Farming 25 years ago was done with the help of
bullocks. Now bullocks are used only in the monsoon
while sowing the field. Now most work is done with a
tractor and bollocks are used less.

di Al S1O A A1 KISIAAL 91 ?
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Do you belong to any organizations?

(S) Rzlwes : vl 516 2L A8 Asoudal Al 2o
el 6{lofl el A1 ald 531 vidl 2490 wleld Hadlut ¢l
Not with anyone particular, although we get guidance
from other organizations like Aga Khan.

(D) s : df suL ey 08 Asnidal ol ?
Which religion are you affiliated with?

(S) RS : 211 S5l 9 1A Asoudal el
We are affiliated with Islam.

(D) s : AL $165 Al €9 7
Do you have any hobbies?

(S) RS : Het Uidlul Adl Al uLs dall Al sidasiui
ogalel Actl el el AL S F AU U2 UM dlsl e s s2alxl
allvt 69
My hobbies are to grow new types of crops, to venture
in new sectors, working with NGO’s and charitable
organization and doing good for the society.

(D) s : Ae gl (A9l g [l el ?
What do you think about the Meghal River?

(S) RS : Hee el 3 2l usladl eqd © 30 4

udal AR Yl Auet gl v uel e ed, FH FH HIRLAL d4dl
AYL d¥ d¥ wiRlldl Gudlol sdl dl s5u Ul GuyldL Adl
AL Ml gl uiRll aan vl o 9 duRlel ueL Ay Uiy 9
wousofl, 4B a3l Wisle Geuler agy el uiRlldl wlld % Hud el
o el W Hie Ylaid, wisll vidl e uiell a9l died, well dea
Agluizll wud @ Aue Agld well-dl auzia aadl ol A well
2169 A o1y A55H otigarl wiRll-l AAS AL ALYl S1uel 2.

The Meghal River is nature’s gift to us. 30 years ago
the Meghal had water until the month of April. As the
population increased the use of water also increased.
Earlier they used water carefully. Due to machines
more water is pulled out, hence more water is used.
Groundnut and wheat crops increased. Drinking water,
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water for farming all came from the only source of
water: the Meghal River. The use of the Meghal River’s
water has increased. Water has been collected due to
Check dams.

A ALl gl LR Aud gl 3ol ol ?
When you were little, what was the Meghal River like?

AR ALl ol AR {12 H-L Yl Had gl mi

iRl 28, 2 AR AR HAHL uiRll vudl A5 w1y .
When we were young the Meghal River had water until
the month of March, now the river becomes dry by
November.

dAxL] Hie wiell sed Hecd ?
Why is water important to you?

€25 %ldd Hie WLl Acid Hecd 9 sed

dxsdl well dul edl 2l 2udl © 6L drg UL HSsd
AL 2] €9 uId gudl did 2 9 3 % 6L Hecardl drg S=aR
dsdl Hsd Al Ul 9 dd e Hiawld AHwdl el
U wRlll ead sl S walazel gaad g gl well
A udlael olotd efasul [QaRaml @ »1d dl Midasid
Yaseflui 351 il

Water is essential for each life. Nature gives us two
things Water and Air and it is given to us for free. But
the sad thing is that we humans don’t understand the
value of the two most essential things given to us for
free. We should save water and conserve nature. If in
the future nothing is done about the water and nature
conservation, the human race will be in trouble.

A Ael ystd ol R 9 6y ?
When the Meghal River dried up, what happened?

A Agl 24 2l 30 AL AUoUHL ¥ Ul sl @ d AL Hd
el 2lad oy © well va 24l »0d i Yol di e 2l
14 9 1988 i g5101 USUL 3 A UL el ¥ 2L ARAULE A &l
Al % wielldl gecl A edl d ULl vie A5 AUl gaMl uel
wigll A g ellaaxi weL well A4 ed R disin ot Yl dsdl
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USl R disia unoyg uRl vy 5 vl viuel Hi 3ed Hecd, 9
Aid well Ad usd 21€lell 10 Bl g2 Ulsl drAle AUl edl uiell
A Agldl wiell 2019 Hud ALl % oL vl edl d i sal dell
Aglil well 28 ALkl well 2uaqidl sar dal eliaani wer vl
219, Ylat-l welll 2usd 4

In the past 25 to 30 years, water in the Meghal has
lasted until monsoon season and by the time the water
has run out, it’s monsoon time again. During the
drought of 1988 there was no rain at all. At that time
the natural sources of water went dry and there was no
water in the wells or the bore wells. People were in
great trouble and at that time they realized the
importance of water. Water had to be bought. There
was some rainfall 10 kms away from here due to which
Meghal River got some water. Once there was water in
the river, bore wells also got water. People had water to
drink.

Hud Ael Y519 A9 AR dHLL %lad uR 3dl

§A 4S 7

When the Meghal River dried up, how did it affect your
life?

e Agl Y51 oA R Alast udl aell ol

AR US 9 uddl dl Ylald wiell o 4 1A dud dlad us all el
dsdlsl us

When the Meghal River dries up, people’s lives are
affected. There was no drinking water; it had to be
bought and other troubles.

e el Ysie A LR VdlHi wsll Al eaare

5l A s3 ?

When the Meghal River dried up, at that time how did
you get water for farming?

Hue el Y1 A Al vdl M2 well A ed

lat 12 vt wiell A ed RS di sy A edl 213 oua, ¢l dn
oL uell Ylaiaaldl dasdls usdl edl a1 Hiedl eiazen « sdl
1987-88 ui uyil HIZ2 AL dladl ¥oo Bl g3 dxdHi
Byl Aal odl usdl
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When the Meghal River dried up there was no water for
farming and no water for drinking. Cultivation was not
possible. We could not even get water for our cows and
buffalos and there was no fodder. In 1987-88 to get
fodder we had to travel 400 kms away to Nadiad in
Gujarat.

d¥ wedloll, ANARSHL 3 AlSSIMRUHL *U9L

dl8d ¢dl ?

Did you participate in pad yatra (foot march),
sherinatak (street show, play)?

0uLA ALl weuloll, 23 Aest RFilEaumt ool dlal €9

LR Al HIL AL %l Sld 9

I participated in pad yatra (foot march), sherinatak
(street show, play) for the Aga Khan Organization. We
do it very often.

2L Hgadl duit ur sdl =42 sl ?
What was the effect of these activities on your life?

21 Uafadl 2112 el A3 4 © 1 ugla ol

cdlsiii wel 215 Uil #oyla Ul 9 disi A4y © 5 21 514
ALURL % 9 UL HIR 54l © 20U S1del © AlaHioL ug,
wall auld e el Hecd 9 suuLa well 1A 9 g el
A UIR(l 1AL 9,

The effect of these activities had been good. People are
becoming aware of the situation. People have
understood that this activity is their own and it is done
for their own benefits. For everyone birds, animals,
trees, water is essential. The more we get, the more
water our village gets.

o vl olaaal v g sl ?
What do you do to conserve water daily?

wiRfl el2ueal 12 dl 2ol Hdedl © [l yds

e sTB dl e A5l ¥ dAule HA Y d welll vae 531
531wl Fed s ded, Asd, AIH 2 wHlAHL gedl Ad ¥
AAS A d-dl 3UALE wHd ddl deta vl HSu FH—FH
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gl U2 HiAaRld-l [Ast Adl ol dHdy welldl auzia q8dl
QUL A AU 3U AL dl il ASSHL ot-laal B9, ol loial
oirtladl ALSu Feg, ol 43 ded ardl ud ¥ well & d-dl e
sl AL AALE USIHL ¥ AHA B o AHAHL UL v, well
Hol 28 & vl wia & well -l A © d o veld g
GuAldL sl ASBL FH 5 sUIRL wEald v 4oy vealdel dil
GualaL sl ALSHL 21l WHISL sl [R1g), s vl Gl uisyl
gl L wiell-l Gudlol 531 asiy 9 aule Hisl Al dl well-l
asdls us Adl.

There are many efforts to save water. If we do a detail
study, the rains we get from the nature should be
collected and water should be stopped. Also natural
water levels in the ground should be used per its
capacity and it should be taken care of. As the
population rises, the use of water also rises. If we look
at a reservoir, big check dams should be built.
Boribands should be built and collection of water on
land should be done as much as it is possible. We have
a supply of water even after the months of monsoon.
The reserve water that we have should be used per the
old methods, like the Trench system and other suitable
systems. With this method, after the winter crops, and
summer crops can also be grown using this water. Then
there would not be a problem if the rain comes late.

duiL elel Bl sl iR welldl Gualol 3d) Ad s ?
How did your grandfather use water for farming?

§HIRL slelel quidHl ¥ vidl adl edl

quidil 2iedl 20gHs A4l < dl ol ueald sia gt well-l
Ri2nS sl 2iadl odl 515 el visd ¢l d 6 3 a1 el
Mad 531 ad well-l aail Gualdl A asdl +dl. 1L elel Ul
HIRL dlg Uil sdl IR dlsl Riey <l [@si 24l sl oed
SA vl vl Q. vieflel samiel uell sled w0
usd o AHuHL Uzl Usia ol 3 (Bad Ugle, 30l A
od M2 d wsd ed el ML Al 1y ¢l 20 dlemi add:
5l Al

During the time of my forefathers there were no
modern tools. Old methods like Kos were used to water
the field. Any farmer could not cultivate more then 2 to
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4 vighas of land. More water could not be used. After
my father when my uncle started farming there was
some developments and the Kos were replaced by oil
engines. It was easy to pull out water from the wells
with oil engines. Petroleum products like diesel, petrol,
and kerosene were cheap back then, so my father
cultivated 15 to 20 Vighas.

A e o1 veald (A9l 9 ol el ?
What do you know about water conservation methods?

s oAld Hie AKRSP g oen

sLsML 53 9 uedl Aul AR YsUloll, AadL 2L [(Félal 3
© dul wleal Mol vigd Mol eld 4D [Awidl g1l Hielesl
AU O Al disidl Al AssIR 2ol 1oL 9. oul Yl dlsimi
YA A U Al Yl 2 asy Al § M HI 1 5wt Hi
A2 [l viesiul Riad s34 w2 %l wodls #1o)d
sl MY dl ¥ UG, CUAHIAA B ddl  AeAASHHL Alsull
AL 2419 ol del ellsi-l viex Riaq as . wd e21ad 3dl 2ld
adl Guiol 3dl 2ld s2dl.

To save water, AKRSP does many activities. They do
Sherinatak (street show) and Padyatra (foot march), and
different types of meetings are called like women’s
meetings and farmers meetings, where experts give
advice to the people. People don’t support so much. It is
not possible until people are aware. I believe that the
government should add saving water as a part of a
student’s syllabus at school. If you want to make people
aware, this is the best place. If it is made a part of
syllabus it will be soaked up completely, as to how to
save water and how to conserve it.

2 o0 o2l ALl WA dd 3ol 2419 vl 69l ?

What are your expectations from the water conservation
committee?

e o1l AR dls w1 e F stdsul 539

A 8ls O ASIR P UAL 53 9 d 616 9 d (|92 Adl Al dnl
dlg RASIRE el o 9 Adl erel Ad B erelARYl

sl siGA aS AU 9
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The public awareness programs done by the Water
Conservation Committee have been good, and the steps
by the government are also correct. Even before the
agreements are done, politics enters the scene and then
corruption increases. Quality goes down due to so much
corruption.

ot oAl AH|AL A ¥ 51 52 9 Sed USRS O 7
According to you, how affective have the efforts of the
water conservation committee been?

AISLRS ol U] 619, ALY O AlsiA MM AU O

5T A O R didid vied 59 sald 21d wulls sly 3
RIS elu R disil Yldes aia © 21 51 eald eld 9 dist
Uldlrdl HIS 3 € %ULR UM HIZ 53 54l Sld €9 @lsl Uididl 12
539 U1 59 sl Sl 9 AR sl A2l 2 UM L1 D oM,
U2 §6 Aal 52 drll W2 WAl AL ALSH

It has been very effective, people believe that it is good
but when it comes to participating financially or
physically, people back out. This activity is for
everyone, but people do it for themselves. When
something is supposed to be done for the village, people
do it for themselves. They don’t do anything when
something is supposed to be done. Love for their
country is less. Efforts should be made to takes steps
for the village.

A"l Aol 516 Al ald w3 % aA
58l HidLdl 8l ?
Do you want to say anything about your life?

el v dld dl @ A€l ud sl A11es

alsidl vidl tiadl 9 3 walai eld 2 otell did 53 dl UdHl
A1 4128 853 A © A5 AL AA 9 ARl did
s dl AsLTL ULSAL ol 2ALOL UHIBLHL AF0L ALY 9 e, 5128
2 9 3 A1l A UAAL cuaL Ul © ol dlsil Aest -l
allddl Sld dl visdl M2 el cliddlAl Aledl Hell A A
wigll eladl M2 § s Ul 5T, dl d A4S0 4 a1y gL well ol
o8l A5 ALA SAUML U dl d AS0L ALY D oral 24 (A1 3
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UL wRfl-Al gRudldL Al sdl wiell »uuel eluad © dl wiell
Hie 24 AU,

I have nothing specific to say, but the people of
Saurashtra feel that in Gujarat, government milk diaries
are running. co-operative activities also happen, but if I
talk about Saurashtra, co-operative activities are less
successful. The reason is because the government has
fewer feelings about Saurashtra. If people have co-
operative feeling amongst themselves, then the efforts
by farmers to save water would also succeed. If I make
one effort to save water it might not go successfully,
but if the support of everyone is available to save water
then it will be successful. Everyone should feel that we
should not misuse water and that we should conserve
water.



