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From the Bheri to the Jsmuna

Baburam Acharya

(Devi.Prasad Bhandari, "Ai.Shi. Baburama Acharyale Rachana.
Garnubhayeko Nepalako Samkshipta Itihasa" (4 Short History of
Nepal :Writtentby Itihasa-Shiromani Baburam Acharya)), Purn;

Year 16, Lo. 1, Falgun 2041 (r2bbuary-March 1585), pp. 24-31.

k During 1786-87 a.D., the western frontiers of the Kingdom

-of Nepal reached: the Bheri river,Bahadur Shgh was involved in »

. war with Tibét after the visit of Syamharpa Lamh. %ven then, he
continued the campaign of military conquest of the principalities
situated west of the Bheri river. During 1787-88, he seni eavoys

to conclude treaties with the rulers of Bilaspur, Dullu,Achham,
Doti},’ and. Kumaun. Pandit Kanakanidhi Tiwari of Palps was the

- most ‘prominent among thése envoys. In January 1788, hz signed

a treaty with Mohan Chand; Raj2 of Kumaun. Similar treaties were
concluded at about the szme timc with the, rulers:of ‘four ¢ther
principalities, namely, Bilaspur, Dullu, Aschham, =2nd Doti,

It has long beén a tradition zmong the principalities.of tha
Himalayan region to conclude trestiaes according to:-which any
friend or foec of one side bscames the friznd or foe of the other

as well. The treatics signed with Bilaspur and other principalities
belonged to this category. Accordingly, 21l thoge principalities
became friends of the Kingdom of Nepal, and the ‘government of
Nepal was bound to come to their aid in the event of any aggression.
These principalities thus centcered into a subsidiary alliance with
Nepal. t R IO ROl L

_For two or threc centuries post, the ‘rulérs of thése
principalities had been attacking other principsalities in the -
neighbourhood. Although they signed trsaties with Nepal for
fear of its growing strength or out of expcctation for something,
‘their aggressive tradition continued unchecked, With the aim of
. impressing them with Nepal's stréngth and affluence, Bahadur

‘Shah invit.:d their bhardars to visit Kathmandu. However, this
Step proved meaningless and he was compelled to followa
Severe policy. . ,

" Beesuse the Raja of Jumla, Chakra Sudarshan Shah, was a
minor,'his tincle, Shobhan Shah, was chief of the administration.
- The Rajas'of :Balyan and Jajarkot had already signed treaties
with the government of Nepal. After the principality of Parbat
was conquered, the Tihini arez had bggg'giveph(to Jumla),zbut
(Shobhan’ Shah) was not satisfied. He wanted Mustang, a vassal

principality of Parbat. However, Bahadur Shaq'reconfirmed'Mus;ang
in the nsame of the existing ruler , Angyal Do;je. _

At thé time when the Nepali aymy was opgaged in a war, .
with Tibet, Shobhan Shah attacked Mustang 3“9;¢TQV%\QFt'A§gyal
Dorje. In July 1789, there brbﬁiBahadur_Shahtgenp Kaji Shiva .
Narayan Khatri and Sardar Prabal Rana from Kathmandu to attack
Jumla. They proceeded to Jumla along with two comp=anies of
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Gorkhali troops through the difficult ‘Himalayen rcute of Parbet,
as they were likely to bs intercepted if they proceeded through
the principalities of Jajarkot, Bilaspur, and Dullu. They haltec
for a few days in Tibrikot. Mecanwhile, a big army of conscript
(Jhara) troops z2ssembled at Chhinasim, capital of Jumla, but
their number gradually dwindled because of the approaching
Dashain festival (September 1789)& Chhinasim is situatced at =2
distance of four days journey from Tibrikot. In mid-September
1789, Shiva Narayan Khatri attacked Chhinasim. Shobhan Shah
fled to tiumla along with Raja Chokra-judarshe» Shah. (The
Gorkhali army) thus occupied Jumla almost without a fight.

Shiva Narayan Khatri reinstalled sngyzl Dorje as Raja of Mustang
and returned to Kathmandu. Thanks to the Gcrkhzli conquest of
Jumla, th2 principalities from Jajarkot tosicnham were surrounced
on all sides by Gorkhali territory ~nd lost contnct with Tibet.

' Among thz Chaubisi states, Laajung 2nd Parbat used to attack
the principality:of Kaski jointly. Siailarly, ameng the Baisi
states, Bilaspur and achham usad to attock the. principality of
bullu. At that time, Rajas bclonging tc two branch:s of the Raskot
dynasty, Sangrama Shah and Uttam Shah, werc ruling over Bilaspur
and Dullu respectively. Deva Chardra Shah, R2js of schham,
belonged to the Samal dynasty. after signing trzaties with the
government of Nepal, these principalitics rem=sincd =t peace

with each other for cnly two yearss 1n' 2arly 1790, Raja Uttam
Shah (Dullu) gave refuge to 2 rebh:1L Sardar of achhamg Sangrama
Shah (Bilaspur) and Devachandra Shah (ichham) thereupon jointly:
invaded Dullu. Uttzm Shah fled to Salyzan& where haz JClned
Shatrughna Shahi, =2 Gorkhall Sardar. N

The headquarters of Parbat had then been&ashi ’ted to Baglung
and Amara Simha Thapa had been stztioned theres YVhen h2 received
a petition from Uttam Shah, Bahadur Shah ordered Sardar Shatrughra
Shahi and Amara Simha Thapa tosproceed. Along with two companies of
troops, as well as Uttam Shah,. they marched ahead, but were stopped
by Sangrama ‘Sheh in Surkhet. Sangrama Shah was «efeated in a
minor encounter and fled to Padnaha .(in modern Bardiya district)sa
The Gorkhalis occupied Bilaspur and built a fort 2t a place called
Dailekh, from where they could dsfend both Bilasour and bullu.-
Dajilekh thus became the new name of the combined prlncipalltles of
Bilaspur and Dullu. :

Raja Devechandra Shah of Achham had also violated the treaty
with Nepal. Amara Simha Th=2pza, thereforc, considered it advisable
to occupy that principolity. He sent Sardar Shatrughan Shahi to
Kathmandu to eéxplain the situation to Bahadur Shah. Shobhan Shah
(of Jumla) was prepar:d to assist Devachandra Shah' and the
Raja of Doti wns 1lso likely to do soa Bahadur Shah, thereforesg
sent five additional Gorkhali companies, lod by Captain Surabir
Khatri and Capt~in Golaiya Bhandari, to nssist Amara Simha Thapa.
When Amara Simha Thapa reached - Achham along with these troopssg
Devachandra Shah took his position at Bannegzdhi, the old
capital, in the belief that the Gorkhalis would not be able to
climb up the hill where the fort was located. But Amara Simha
Thapa, after resting a fow days in the valley, climbed the hill
at night and attacked the forts Devachandra Shah then fled ‘to
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to Malbara in the Tarai region. When the principality of Achham
was occupied in this manner, Raja Samudra Sen of Bajhang and
the Raja of Bajura met Amara Simha Thapa there and agreed to
become vassals of Gorkha. meo i ;¥

. In Doti, Raja Hori Shahg a contemporary of Prithvi Narayszn
Shah, was poisoned. Internal dissensions then ensued in thot
prineipality. Hari Shah was succeeded by his brother, Krishaa
Shah. Their father,; Raghunath Shah, had msde the Raja of-
Thalahara his vassal and annexed the wéstern part of that:
principality across the Seti river.Krishha Shah Similarly. triec
hard to bring the Rajas of Bajhang and achhau under his contrnls
He proclaimed hissyoungest son, Dip Shah, as his heir in &
recognitionaof the partial success he achieved in that endeavour,
and imprisoned his eldest sorng Vishnu Shah. after Raghun=mth Sheh
died, some bhardars extended their support to Vishnu Shabh =2nd -
made him Raja. However, Dip Shah captured these bhardars and
put them to death mercilesslys Dip Shah 5lso pute out Vishnu
Shah's eyes and imprisoned him inside a fort. He pl=mnned to
occupy Achham after putting an end toathis internal conflict.
Dip Shahg therefore, built a palace attDipayzlton the bnnks .of
the Seti river and stationed his army therc. in' the meantime,
Amara Simha Thapa occupied Achham. Vishnu Shah thin escapcd
from imprisonmentg;nd took refuge with Amnra Sinha Thop=,

- When he received Vishnu Shah's petition, :and Amare Simha
Th~pa's advice that Doti be occupied, Bah~3ur Shah scnt a forec
commanded by Kaji Jagajit Pande in August 179C. Ten companies
from Pokhara, Parbat, and “alyan were also-Sent.to join that force.
These troops reached Amar: Simha Thapa's campaon the banksaof
the Sati rivers They marched 390 wiles in .25 dsys through stroanms
and rivers flooded by the monsoon, Kaji Jngajit Pande attackad
Dipayal on the same night that the troops reachcd there. Dip
Shkah*s son, and about 100 of his troops, were killed in the
battle that followed. Dip Shah then shiftcd tosDumrakot along
with the rest of his family. The capital (of Doti) had been
shifted from Parelikot to Dumrakot about 2 tcntury fpreviously.
Another battle was fought ateNarighat. The Gorkhalis had 2,000
muskets, awhereas the troops of Doti had very few. Censequently,
dbout 200 Loti troops were kill.d and the Gorkt.alis occupiad
Dumrkot. Dip Shah flad to the Tarai. By the end of 1791, Edji
Jagajit Pande had occupiad hill =2nd- Himal=ayan territcries
up to the Mahaknli river. Vishnu Shah was given approximntely
one-fourth of the hill territories of Doti and assignedaa vassal
status. Because Vishnu Shah established his capital a2t Rajpur,

he was known =8 tho Raja of Rajpur.

- ‘In the principality of Kumaung situated west of the. Mahakali
fiverf igtargai cogflic{ przdated the time of Prithvi Narayan
Shah. In 1744, the Rohilla Muslins of Rohilkhend occupled and: -
dastroyed Almora. By the time of Prithvi: N'rayan Shahds death,
the internal conflict of Kumaun had 2ssumed an acute form. The
conflict destroyed Rajs Dip Shah and his gusen and his ‘sdns,

The Chief Minister, Shiva Dev Joshi,had alraady becen assassinateds
After Dip Shah's death, Shivadev Joshi's scn, Jayakrishna Joshi,
was also assassinated, while adother son, Harsha Dev Joshi , was
imprisoncd. After this bloodbath, Mohan Chard, .who balonged
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to the royal dynasty, became King. Two years later, Harsha Dev
Joshi invited the Raja of Garhwal to attack Kumaung A prince of
the royal house of Garhwal was thensinstalled as Raja of Kumauns
Harsha Dev Joshi thus ruled Kumaun for seven yearss Mohan Chand
then expelled Harsha Dev Joshi and ruled for eighteen months.

It was at this time that Kanakanidni Tiwsri visited Almora and
signed a treaty with Mohan Chands Heorsha Dev Joshi reoccupied
Almora not long thereafter, assassinsated Mohzn Chand, inst»lled
another person as Raja, and plundered Kumaun for about nine
months.Ial Simha, a brbther‘of tlohan Chnnd, then defested Harsho -
Dev Joshi, occupied Almora, ana installed Mohan Chand&s son,
Mahendra Chand, as RaJa. Foratwo years H-rsha Dev Joshi tried

to get assitance from Garhwal and Oudh. M2onwhils, the Gorkhali
2army occupied the region from Diilexkh to Dotis Harsha Dev Joshi
then rushed to Doti and invited Jagajit Pande to attack Kumauna.

Barlier, Harsha Dcv Joshi had sent a petition to King Rana

Bahadur Shah offering to bring Kumaun undsr Gorkhali control
easily. The people of Kumaun were suffering hardships beeause of
instability. Jogajit Pande accordingly wrote to his government
that it was Gorkhads duty to occupy Kumaun and maintain tranquillity
theres Bahadur Shah did not think it advisable to 1losé this
opportunity. He, thereforc, issued oruwers for an:-invasion of
Kumaun under the command of Harsho: Dev Joshig Hastadal Shah was
appointed Subba in Doti, and in early ilarch 1791, Gorkhali troops
entered into Kumaun from two directions. ‘Gangzuli and Champawnt
in eastern Kum~un woerce former capitals and were of strategic
locationg& Amara Simha Thapa procceded toward Gangauli after
crossing the Mahakali river at Jaljibi-Gh2t, north of the modern
Jhulaghat, while Jagajit Pande prcceeded teward Champawat after
crossing the same river at Lohagha2t, situated southsof Jhulaghats
At the time when Amara Simha Thapa wes building asfortress on
a hill near Askot, Mahendra Chand reached Gangauli along with-
some troopss Amara Simha Thapa then attacked Gangauli, and in
the battle that followed, -Raja Uttam Shah of Dullu and about
fif ty Gorkhali troops were killed. Amara Simha Thapa proceeded
toward Champawat, which hau alrsady been occupled without any
resistance by Jagajit Pandes He then nncamped in a village known .
as SuieLal Singhaprodzeded there with the aim of driving out the
Gorkhalis, hut was attacked by t-e latters About 200 soldiers of
the Kumaun side were xilled. Amara Simhn Thapa too reached therc
on the day the battle took place, hence Ial Singh fled to the
Terai. He awas followed there by his nephew, Mahendra Chand.
Jagajit Ponde and amara Simha Thepa merched towardaAlmora without
facing any resistences JagaaltaPandb occupied Almora in 1late
March 1792 without causing any loss of 1ifs and property to the
_people, During the following two months, J2gajit Pande occupied
the hill territori»s of Kumaun withcut any blooshzd. The Himalayan
and Tarai tcrritories had yzt to be occupied. Even then, Harsha

Dev..Joshi requested Jagajit Pande to attack Garhwal forthwith.

Garhwal, which lies west of Kumaun, was ruled by the
descendants of Ajaya Pal. Rulers of that dynasty were formerly
vassals ¢f the Chand kings of Kumaun, but they bccame independent
whema the power of the Chand Kings deelincd at the beginning of
the eighteenth century and ba@gan to challenge the Chandss Lalit
Shah was king of Garhwal during Prithvi Narayan Shah's timc. Whan
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Mohan Chand became king of Kumaun and started 3 bloodbath,

Ialit Shah sided with Harsha Dev Joshi, occupied Almora, and
installed his second son, Prsdyumna Shah, 2s king of Kumauns
After Lalit Shah di~dg his eldest song Jayakriti Shah, became
King of Garhwals Harsha Dev Joshig however, wanted to make
Pradyumna Shah king of Garhwal as wells He uttacked Garhwal
with Kumaun troops, and occupied the capital, Srinagar. Jayakrit-
Shah fled from Garhwal, but soon died, and Pradyumna thus

became king of Garhwal as wells with his capital at Srinagar.

He sent his younger brother, Psrakrema Shah to act as his -
Regent in .lmora. Harsha Dav Jcshi fomented a guarrel between

the two brothers and began to exploit Kumaun as his own fief.:
Perakrema Shah ‘then left Almora and went to Srinagar,&Subsequently,
Parakrama Shah extended his sSupport to Mohan Chand andsMahendra
Chand. Harsha Dev Joshi, therefore, resolved %o wipe out the
kingship of -Garhwal, and saccordingly sent petitions to both
Jagajit Pande =2nd Ran Bahwdur Shah to tnake Over Girhwal.

Bahadur Shah sppoint2d Sardar Bhakti Thapa of ILamjung as
commander to invade Kumaun along with a company of troops lcd
by Jagajit Pande. However, Bhakti Thapa réached Kumaun onlyses
after Almora h2d alrcedy becn occupicé on th2 advice of both
Bhakti Thapaseand Auwcra Simha Thapog Jagajit Pande ‘réguested
Bahadur Shah for permission to cccupy Garhwal. Bahadur Shah gase
the permission. In mid-June (1792), Jagajit Pande stationed
Subba Yoga Narayan Malla in Alwmora, crossed thc Ramagsnga river,
and entered into the torritory of Garhwals The Garhwal troops
previouslysused@ to check invaders from Kumsun near a place called
Chandpur across the border. Jagajit Pande, therefore, halted at
Chandpur in the belief that a battle would take pl=ce: there. But
the Garhwalis did nothing, and Jagajit Pznde stationed -Gangaram
lama at Chandpur =2nd tock the Gorkhalii army westward to the banks
of the alakananda river, where Srinagar is situated. On hearing
the report of the Gorkhali advance, Pradyumna Shah took away his
family as well as his property fiom Srinagar. By the end of
June 1792% thst is, three months ~fter the conquest of Almora,
Jagnjit Pande entered into Srinagnr without shedding any blood.

The hill and Himalayan regions nortn west .of sGarhwal up
to the Sutlej comprised numerous principalities, among whom
Sirmur in the esst, with its capitnl =t Nahang was th2 biggast
and strongeste Its frontiers adjoinnd those of Garhwal, and the
two principalities fought cach other off and on #@ecording to -
the tradition of the hill principalitiess Kirtiprakasha was king
of Sirmur during the time of Prithvi Narayan Shah. He tried to
occupy the Tarail territory of Dchradun from Garhwal, but died
at Kalsi. However, the kings of Garlhiwal were unable to retain
Dehradung hence anyone who could, collected tnxes there. At -
the time when Jagajit Pande attacked Kumaun apd,Garhwalgray _
Jagatprakasha, a son  of Kirtiprakasha, was king of Sirmur.: -
Pradyumna Shan spent the rainy season in the hill regiom of Sirmur
_after leaving Srinagar. He told Jagatprakasha that Sirmur ..
would come next in: the list of Gorkha's congu2sts -after Garhwal,
hence they should resist the Gorkhali advance unitedly. fun
Pradyumna Sheh offerad to baar the expenses himself if Jagatprakasha
accepted the proposal. Jagatprakasah agrecd to provide military
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assistance to Pradyumna Shah durinz the winter in the hope that
he would be able to get Dehradun if he was able to defend Garhwal
from the Gorkhali invasionn

Immediately 2fter winter set in, Jagajit Pande started
bringing areas east of the Alakananda river under Gorkhali
control. Chandpur and the Tallo-Salan area had already been
occupied, so Jagzjit Pande stationed Subb-: Kalu Khawas at
Ulkagadhi in Srinagar, He then st=2tioned the Gorkhali troops
under his command at different olaces with the objective of
occupying the remaining part of Tallo-Salan siwuated in the south.
South of rChandpur, on 2 hill of the iMahabhsrat range, was situsted
an. ancient fort known as Langurgadh. Prodhyumna Sheh's family
and bhardars were staying thercm Conscquent to the Gorkhali
advancep Pradhyumna Shah and Jagat Prakasha took shelter at
Languragadh. This raised the morale of th2 Garhwal troops and
sSo they began torettack the Gorkhw.lism Thz Gorkhali troops at
Salangadhi were wiped outn ‘The Garhwalis fcught brovely at
Kitrakhal and Jaharikhal alsom When a big Garhwali force reachad
‘a ‘place cadled Kaudiy»sp Amara Simh2 Thapa and Bhakti Thapa
attacked it from two sides and rcpulsed it (March 1792). Ja, ot
Prakasha then led the Sirmur troops against the Gorkhalisp but
Amara Simha Thapa chzcked their adveance into the hillsn Both
sides suffered severe losses in 2n inconclusive battle that
was fought at a sal forest near Kotdwarn

. After. withdrawing from Kotdwhr, Jagajit Pande requested
BahadurnShah for additional troops, for he realized that the troops
2t his-disposal could not defecat the combincd forces of Garhwal
snd Sirmur. The Gorkhali setbsck revived the hopes ofnthe
displaced rulers of Doti, Jumla, and achham," They h2la consultations
with each other and finalized a plan to reach their respaective
capitals on a spocific date nnd declare their independencen
R2ja Dip Shah c¢of Doti and Chaut:arg Shobhan 3hah of Jumla
accordingly returned to their principaliticsn However, they were
unable to do anything for lack of public support anu so waited
-for Raja Devochandrd Shah of Achhamn Devachandra hah wAs able
to get the support of his people, so he returned to Achhamp
reassumed the Crown, and wiped out the two cempanies of Gorkhali
troops that had been stationcd .nere (April 1792). This disrupted
mail and supply of arms and 2amunition from Kathmandu to
Kumzaun and Garhwal. Jagajit Pande, therefcre, sent Bhakti
Thapa along-with five companies of trooeps to clear-the routesn
Devaphandra Shah fled from Achham as soon as ha hzard that
Bhakti Thapa had creossed the Seti river. The other rebels fled
toward the east. Mcanwhile, Sardsr K2lu Pande and Sardar
Jasiwant Bhandarinreached the Karnali river slong with gwo
companies of troops to assist Jagnjit Pinde. Thay captured 700
or 800 fugitives from Achham, behaeaded them, snd threw the
bodiesninto the river. Levachandra Shah, however, 2sceped.
Shobhan Shah then flsd to Tibet, =nd  Dip Shah to India, The
Gorkhsali- troops then occupied Dailckh, achhamm and half of the
Tarai- territorics of Dotim (Dullu-Bilaspur then ccmprised the
modern districts of Bafik: and Barulya. Malbara was a part of
Achham, and EKailali and Kanchanpur,; of Dnti)n The remaining
Taral territorizs of Dcti werenthen handed over to Oudh by the
sons of Dip Shah, who rctained them in ‘the capacity of Zamindarsn
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After aquelling the rebellion in ichh'm in early May 1792,
Knlu Pande =nd Bhikti Thapa reached G:rhwal. ‘Jagajit Pande was
plenning to defeat the rulers of Garhwal and Sirmur simultaneously
and extend the western frontiers of the kingdom of Nep:l to the
Jamuna riverr But he ab:ndoned that plan because the military
reinforcements that were received from Kathmondu were inadequ:te.
Insteady he storted negotintions for a treaty with J~gatprakashr
For three months, the Gorkhali troops razmained inactive at
T1llo-S2lan, whilerthe forces of Ggrhwal and Sirmur remained 2t
Langurgadh. Pradyumna Shah was not able to give money to
Jagatprakasha to finance tne w: -, hence misundcrstanding ensued
between themr Jagatprakasha wart to Devaprayag nnd met Jagajit
Prnder In mid-August 1792, = treaty wos siznad undar which
Jagatprakasha agreed not to ruisce any obsracle if Gorkhali trcoeps
occupied territorigs up to. the Januna river, while Jagajit Pande
agrezsd not to take Gorkhali troops :cross the river. Jagatprakashe
went back te his capit:l immedi~tely =fter signing the troaty.
Pradyumna Shah was 1lcft alone nt Langurgadh, so he too was eager
to sign a treaty with Jogajit Pande. Jagajit P=nde, on his part,
was willing to sign 22 treaty if Pradyumn= Shah accepted 2 vassal
status, for he had bccomec weary after two years of war. However,
Pradyumna Shah was unwilling tc accept such 2 status. Meanwhile,
Chinase troops advonced toward Iiep2l and Jagajit Pande was ordered
by R:n Bahadur Shah to fake appropriszte arrsng:anents with regard
to the defcated principalities =2nd rush bag¢krto Nepnl. Jagajit
Pandc kept the royal order secrst, 2nd, toward tho end of Septembar
1792, signed =2 treaty with Pradyuvuna Shah on termsr favorable to
the Gorkhali sider Accordingly, Pradyumna Shah ~greed torcede
the areas east. of the Alakansnda river which the Gorkhalis h=a -
already occupicdy while J=gajit Pande pl=ced those areas under .
the jurisdiction of Pr-ndyumns Shel on payment of Rs. 9,000 yearly
Pradyumna Shah remained 2n independent ruler in arcas west of the
Alakananda river and also got back Srinngsr. It was decided to
station a Nepzli cnvoy thérer e SHLE HA

Immediately after signing the treaty with Pradgumna Shah,
Jagajit Pande took the emtire - Gorkhali force to Kumaun. Until then,
Hersha Dev Joshi had been visiting Jagajit Panderand Amdara Simha
Thapa alternately in a bid to bring back Kumaun under his controlir
But Amar Simh<o Thasa, not inclisza ¢ d'ust nia  took him forcibly
from Almora to Kathmendu. Harsha Dev Joshi compdainedrto Jagajit
‘Pande, but the latter could not overruie. A.ara Simha Thapa. ..
Harsha Dev Joshi accordingly eccompanied tham  to Gangauli,. but
escaped from there in the night <c the-Himalagan region. 'When
Jagajit Pande reached Pyuthan, @ vas informed that the bharders
and troops accompanying him had be=n dismissed, 2nd that a treaty

had been signed with China.

The first English Governor-Generzl in‘Iﬁdxa,Warrengﬂgstings,
had failed in his attempts to subdue tne Margthazppgeyi .His
successor, Lord Cornwallis (1785-93) spent his time in consolidating
the sdministration in the territories under British control. The
" attention of Cornwellis was naturally drewn toward Nepal, for it
was during his term that the fronters of Nepal were extended from
the Kali river to the. Alakananda ~river9.and.Nepglzngd.dgfeated
Tibet for the first time. No treaty had been signed. betweea
the British and the government of: Nepel. ?heﬂgrﬁﬁxsh-wanted to
conclude a politicazl treaty, but the Nepalis alg not want to.do So
and let the British have a foothold on Nepal. Even then, Gajearaj
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Newar Weights

9 tolsahs = 1 bhubul

2 bhubuls = 1 pculah

2 puaulahs = 1 baghula
3 baghulas = 1 kulaz

~3 kuluus = 1 dharni

The Nepalese tolah is 165 grains instead of 180 as in the British
Indizn tolah.- Hence the dharni ic equul to 2 seers 7 chittacks wnd
3 tolahs.

The following notes will f:cilitate czlculztion -

‘Bnglish Dry Meusures

2 gsllons = 1 peck
4 packs or 2218.192 cub inches= 1 bushel
8 bushels = 1 quarter
5 quarters = 1 load
3 bushels - =2 = 1 sack
1 bushel of sult or flour = 56 1bs.
1 o wheat = 60 1lbs.
1 s “barley = 50 lbsn
-1 »3 oats = 40 1bs
1Y% bushels = 1 Nepalese moorl

Coinage: The old coingge ot the country was hand-mzde but with
the last few yezrs cn entirely new cointige menuf: ctured by machinery
has been introduced, and the old kind withdrawnn

Gold Coinage

Nepelese Namesnn ' Value in English coins

Rs A. P.
Ashrafi = 20 0 0
Patley = 8 5 0
Sooke: = 4 2 8
Sooki = 2 1 4
Anna = 1 0 8
Dam = 0 4 2

Silver Coinage

Rupee = 0 13 4
Mohur T I = 0 6 8
Sooka = 0 3 4
Sooki - 0 1 8
Anna = 0 0 10
Dam = 0 0 5
Copper Coincge
Pice = o} 0 2
Dam = o] 0] 6%
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Ashrafis, patleys, silver rupees, and mohurs be.r the name of
Goruknath and Bawani on the face, and that of the rajt and the date
on the¢ reverse.

Gold and silver sookas have only the name of the Reja and the
date; gold and silver sookis have the name of the anl and d*te.

Copper pice of the new kind (the old are only lumps of coppvr)
have Nepal Sirkar on one side and the name of the Raje on thetother;
dams have only Nepal Sirkar on them.

Commerce:; The only method of obtaining any idea of the:supplies
of Nepal, which would be surplus and svqilable for feeding troops in
the country, is to glance at its external trade. In case of an
invasion large supplies would be availeblc in ‘excess gf the amount
which the country cen afford totexporty without ineonvenience, for,
in time of war, the troops of the invadipng amy must be kept well
supplied, even though their supply may entail hardship, and a
certain amount of want, cn the inoffensive inhubitants qf the
country. In civilized warfare cvery endeesvour is mzde to alleviate
the hardships ¢f war for the non-cocmbatant population, but there
must of necessity be a limit tc what in former days would have
been locked on as a policy of sentiment, und if sufficient supplies
cannot be obtained without pressure, the pressure must be put on.

The annexed Tables show the export and import trade of the
most important products, from the point of view of 'supplying an ammy.
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Quantities of Articles of
Westarn Provinrces,Oudh,

S e s T ——

e e aken 3 e

1877, 1879, 1980

tlerchandise exported from Nepal into the North
and Bengal, for.the 12 months ending *1st parch

Twelve lonth, April to March : A
1878-79 ‘ - 187980 R¥MARKS

ARTICIES T18T7-18
Into ' "into ¢ ' *Into . O
: Into | P Into Into

N.uwt Total N.Wt oo Total N.W. Total

Provin Densel Provin Bgngal . Provin Bensal

ce and ce and ce and

- o Oudh ._..Oudh - Qudh —_
i 2 3 4 5 6 7 ] g 0 11 —
Animals,living(for
sale)--"tHorses$}
ponies and _ -
mules ¥o. Ti = 7 434 59 493 80 137 217
Cattle " 2,100 - \2,100 3,951 38,115 42,066 6,249 29,752 36,001
Sheep and goat * 28 - 288 1,041 37,456 38,497 1,114 32,732 33,846
Other kinds e 724 - 724 663 14,200 124,953 1,436 129955 131,391
Cotton-- |
Rew fwt, 37 - 37 3 620 623 - 840 840 *No> informa-
Twist & / : _ v tiontVsalue
Yarn(Indian) 24 - 24 - 115 - 415 - 73 73 in 1878-79
Pi=te was'Rs. )
zoods (Indian)" 4568 - 458 - * - - * - 12,379 2nd
" in 1879+80
was List
. 15,204,
Urugs«=-
vrugs,not
inlé%xi’.ca.ting 6,086 - 6,888 10,428 /£ 10,428 17,143 £ 17,143 ;;V;};e Rgl
an

D?gggfintogicating R;. 3,242
Bhang i - - - & s - - - =
(MaTas ,6C. & - 4 2,292 4 2,296 1477 3 150
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1 | (G 2 4 g_f‘_ 6 1 -7 B 9 - "—TO--—;-— 11
Dyeing materials-- \
Turmeric Citt 798 798 2,659 4,962 7,621 1,471 4,610 6,081
FTbrous products- :
Jutejraw " - - - 1,306 1,306 4 106 :
" manufactured, ’ ! 2,106 2,110
(gunn§ bags and
cloth No. 30,201 30,201 2,342 133,240 1%,562 23,676 106,82 1%
Other fibrest ' ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ? B 8
raw Cwt. 2,257 2,257 4,314 10,634 14,948 4,559 10,978 15,537
Other Tibres,
manufactured " 62 - 1,172 1,633 2,805 547 378 925
fruit and nuts K 810 - 655 1,013 1,668 619 975 1,594
Grain and pulses- éTEctgrfaEﬁr
+“hant " 15,448 15,448 10,480 6,955 17,435 1€,754 5,590 24,344 (E'«f. ob o
Gram 2and pulse ! 92 34 52,344 14,119 23,095 37,214 15,744 39,739 5,483 br:3n§ eXpo-
Other spring (§2u llrom
S 13,266 13,266 4,314 16,026 23,240 9,852 16,953 26,805 (NPl ure
Rice,unhusked "104,038 105036 UE,564 729,047 877,611 35110 596521 46631 (;égg ,’1{@1?.
Rica,unhusked 246 886 206856 248,933 453665 702,601 393,312 499,137 832449 (11md11;é;1
Other rain crops ' 37,626 27,626 49,751 237,366 BT,117 404562 180053 220615 (__%a‘j;in'inp Y
Hidss and skins-- ‘ (our frontierst
Hidas of cattle (Cwt. 1,204 1,204 1,663 - - 1,998 - - (3spicially
(Nc. i - - 16,601 - - 70,738 -  (betwecn the
Skins of shecp (Cwt. 10 10 13 - - 18 - - (River Zosi
goat, é&ec. (No. - - - 37,184 - - 7,1%6 - (and .the Oris
Horns Cwt. 49 49 140 90 230 270 29 299 (or Oreka
Ia i ; (nudd :q.
C——
Stick and other ‘
kinds " 45 45 14 14 242 110 342
- - - 67 67

3hell "

—
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L -
1 2 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

T+-tals and Manuf: c-

turces of metalsS—-

Brass and coppor Cwt. 80 80 513 131 644 406 411 817

Iron W 2,316 2,318 1,71 451 2,162 1,186 213 1,399

Othsr metals ! 388 386 116 10 126 178 T4 252

0il L 686 68 120 520 640 59 1,056 1,115

Opium » 22 22 143 154 297 50 9 59

09



Qusntities of

e e e i A -

e - M QIS GE S

irticls:

of Merchandise exported from Nepal into the North-Western
Prov1nced,0udh and Bﬁngal for the 12 months ending 318t iarch 1878,1879,1880

Continued

“Pwelve Months,

I — e + s USSR PRI T AT W

e

Avatiuc

_ April to iarch
. ARTIEIES 1877-718 ! 1878=79 T 1879-80_ ¢ ¢ Remarks
Into 1Into Into 'Into ! 'Into  'Into ! .
N.W. Bengal B2 CNoW Bengal Lo .\, Bengal o
Provin Provin Provin
ce and c3? and ce and
e Qudht OQudh Qudh —
Provisions-- .
Ghi Jwt. 8,709 5,709 9,264 5,437 14,701 11,314 3,525 14,839
Other kinds B 5,934 - 5,934 2,742 224569 25,311 3,076 29,391 32,467
Szlt " 243 - 243 304 .- 182 1,066 1 901 992
Jaltretret &c.l-- S 3
3-1ltpetre B - - - 114 25,865 25,979 - Ty779 71,779
Other saline ' Wy : ; A
substancas " - - - - 62 62 32 2,058 2,050
402ds,0ilseeds—— _ ; . )
Tinsead " 22,384 - 22,384 7,062 94,759 1042 11,608 121,05 132,659
Mustard and raps " 23,415 - 23,415 17,495 5%,446 70,941 41t79? 46,046 = 87,838
- Til b " 658 - 658 799 169 3568 505 £28 933
Othar oilscads " 22,216. - 22,216 19,340 10,741 3C,081 32,085 26,048 58,133
Spices " 32,737 - 32,737 22,045 2,539 24,584 13,616 3,458 17,074
Sugare—, : ' - ..
Refintad i 6 - 6 - 40 40 - 8 &
Unrcfined " 17 . - 117~ 15 204 219- 37 353 . 390
"Tob=ceco it o02. - - 68 2,779 2,847 11 6,059 6,070
Tea. " -~ = - 10 10 - 408 - 108
Raw - - - 219 106 3 1 49 50
Monufacturad ‘ .
('Ol e goQQJ) " 42 - - - * - - ;‘—- - *V11lue Rs.16,136

Es.7,273
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The following tables show the export and imnort grain

trade between Nepal and Bangal (the districts of Mozufferpore,

Chumparunt Durbhunga, Sarunt Bhagulporet Purneah, and
Darjeeling)t They sre taken from thes "Report on “xternal
Trade of Bengal with Nepal, for 1880-81.t

Imports from Nepal

Lescription of Food-

[

——— v~

-

zrain 1875-79 187979? 1800-81
Mds. Mds. Mdst
iheat 9,467 . 9606 13,356
Gram and Pulse 314415 54,089 78,209
Other spring crops 25,730 23,009 74,530
Rice (husked) 9,30,644 8,11%105 7,914,191
Do. (unhusked) 6,117,238 6,65,457 4,95,772
Other rain crops 3,22,620 2,444,039 1,87,020
Total: 19,97,114 18,05% 315 16,40,078
nxports from Nepal
[} ] ]
Description of Food- . !
St 1878<75 1879-E0 1880-81
Mdst Mdst xds.

Wheat 226 201 375
Gram and pulse 5,797 10,441 7,212
Other spring crops 716 1,011 930
Rice (husked) 4,442 3,866 7,055
Do. (unhusked) 6,677 1,444 3,942
Other rain crops 776 243 256
Total: 18,634 16,706 19,767

The decrease in the export trace from Nepal in 1880-81, as

compar2d vw'th the two previous years, is due tc the absence

of demand in India owing to excellent harvests and low pricast

The total value of the export trade

India iss-

from Nepal to British

B

To N.Wt Provinces and
Oudh
To Bengal

Total:

' 1877-78 ' 1878-79 ' 1879-80
Est Rs. Rs.
42,19,763 43,914,536 5%,15,958

-~ 84,40,065 96,03,483
42419,763 1,28,31,601 1,49,19,441
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Forest.— The sal and sissoo forests are all “Yovernment
property and yield a large amount of revenue, as much as between
eight and ten lakhse The timber is generally sold by auction
at the various depots in the Turaig =and thence flozted down
the riverse There is no export of timber except from the Turai,
as the cost of carriage over the hills would b2 encrmous.

Mines.— Mines, too,-yield a considerable amount of revenusg
besides supplying iron, copper and lead, &ceg forcthe Government
workse The following is a list of the places where iron andce
copper arce found in the countr—:- _

Copper ir. Eastern Copper in - - 1lron
District Western District S
Chootrea Beni , W@axsa
Juntria Bagloong RHopi
Cheocopeconloo llagrat Lockoom and also in tho
Waksa Redi - * Palpa and Boogwal
Bhoona Jakhcom district
Chitang Fzlchok - ' :

Dhorliya Roongonm
Chagya Jhim
Nagruja Goolmi
Ladak Syatang

Le~d is obtainad a3t Syatang. A substancs 1like impoerfect
coal has been discovered, nnt m2ny y2ars since, in the Nepal
wlley. It is a soft black clayey-looking mass which occurs
in large beds cf several feet in thiekness 2nd from two to twonty
foct below the surface. When dug up this looks like wat peat or
soft clay, but on drying com2s to rasamble a coarsz stony cnal.
It is 1argsly us=d in brickburning, being aixed with an cquazl
quantity of wocd. When burncd with wocd it gives 2 dull red gliowg
and leaves a very large amount of 2arthy «ashe

British Territory bordering Nepal.— The country bordering
the Nepal frontier, comprising from west to cast, the Rohilkund
District, thc districts of kKheri, Sitapur, Bakraitch, and Gonu.
in Oudh; Basti, Gorakhpur, and Azimgurh in the North-Wast
Provincesg¢ and Champarun, -iarun, Tirhoot, Menghyr, Bhagulporsg

and Purneah in Beng2l is thc most fertile and densely pcoulsted
in India. In go~d years grain is larzely exportcd by the river
routes and railways eith:r to adjacent distriects for hcnme
consumption or tc C-lcutte for the English trnde. Gorekhpur and
Basti in particular produce in ordinary ycars far morc grain

than they require, chiefly ricc sand whezt. Tho river Ghogra

‘nd its tributasries form the highways of th~» trade in these 2
districts. The weight of Ghogr~ e¢xports 2s registered at Darauli,e
where it leaves tho Gorakhpur district, was in 1877-78 39,83,591
maunds¢ of imports 3,76,342 maunds, Suppli2s of all kinds would
in ordinary ysmrs be nlentiful aleng this tract of country,

and owing to systems of navigabls rivers and railways cculd be
casily cencentrated at any ragquircd peint.

TAT Darauli the boundari:s of the frur @isiricts of Gorakhpur,
Azimgurh, 3Sarun, and Ghnzespur mect.
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land Reclamatjon in Chitaun,; a.D. 1827

I

On Bhadra Badi 10, 1885 (August 1827)% a royal order was
issued granting authority to Shatrubhanjan Shahi to reclaim
virgin lands and promote settlement in the foothills (kachad)
of the Chitaun regiont The area placed under his jurisdiction
was bounded by Kalyanchaur in the cast, Zoluw2gzun in the
south, Lakhanekot in the west, and Upardang-Gadhi in the northt
He was. granted tax exemption for the first three years. Fronm
the fourth year, he was required to suppty foodgrainstto
Upardang-Gadhit _

I1

On the same -“ay, Chaudharis and Mahtos in th2 Chitaun
region were informed that any one who settled ten villages on
virgin lands in ths Kachad area would b2 granted onc nankar
village as his jagir.The land tax for such newly-reclaim=2d
lands was fixed at th: concessional r»tz2 of one rupsc for each
plow (halbandi).

Regmi Rescarch Collcction, Vol. 42, :Ppt 124-25%
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