! il E p |,_ ]
& R ] [= F i
N e
1 . i m I':IIW‘ i 4
£ ..; i ——— = L i {'- - - [ . E

Agricultural Communication & Climate:
Understanding ACDC's Users & Collection

Janis Joyce Shearer, Head of ACDC | Public Services & Engagement Librarian

Introduction

The Agricultural Communication
Documentation Center (ACDC) at the
University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign is
a growing collection of over 46,000 diverse
agriculture-related communications from
around the world. It Is developed and
maintained by faculty and students in the
University Library, library and information
science and agricultural communications to
provide agricultural resources to teachers,
researchers, students, journalists and
communicators both locally and globally.

ACDC resources are often used in:
 class projects

* |iterature reviews

* research analysis

The physical collection is housed within the
Funk Agricultural, Consumer and

Environmental Sciences (ACES) Library and
IS accessible through a BibLeaves database.

Purpose
This research will:

* inform researchers that the collection
can contribute to their work on the
subject of climate change
communication

 share preliminary information about the
collection’s users & identify technologies
that libraries can use for outreach and
engagement to users of agriculture-
related collections

Funk ACES Library, University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

Method

The ACDC's Collection is primarily accessible through ‘BibLeaves, our online citation database
system. These resources include books, newspapers, journals, pamphlets, reports, teaching
material, media and archival collections.

A term frequency analysis of climate change communications document records from the ACDC
Collection was conducted during the 2019-2020 academic year. Included in the analysis were the
flields for subject terms, subject country, title words, and publication title. Results from MS Access
queries were exported into MS Excel spreadsheets that included text and text frequency counts.
Exported texts and frequencies were then imported into a word art tool to create word clouds.

BibLeaves identifies related subject terms through the use of controlled vocabulary maintained by
ACDC curators.

Results

To demonstrate the frequency of terms in select fields in climate change communications from
document records in BibLeaves, word cloud images were generated. Increasing text size correlates
with increasing frequency. Overall, less than 1% (403 records) of the ACDC Collection contains
materials related to climate change. It is noted that “farmers” is the most frequent subject term
and title word found in the BibLeaves database, and that “farmers” is one of the least frequent
subject term found when searching “climate change”.
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Outreach & Engagement

The ACDC connects virtually with the
agriculture community via:

* an online monthly newsletter
 digital exhibits

e soclal media (Twitter)

Next Steps

Assessment of a 2020 user survey is ongoing.

Respondents use the ACDC to:

* monitor communications research

» track communications issues

 stay current on emerging media & methods
» share resources with colleagues

Current respondents have not indicated that
they use the collection to access climate change
communications.

One goal for 2020-2021 is to continually
identify agriculture communication subject
areas on which to focus outreach and
engagement efforts. This knowledge will assist
the ACDC in building stronger relationships
with the University Library, the College of ACES
and other stakeholders to improve awareness of
the Center’s services.
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