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(Historical outline of  

E,conomic Conditions in Dvlakba Distris_:t 

3y 

Dhanavajra Vajracharya a.11d Tek Bahadur. Shrestha
(]lolakhf Ko Aitihasika Rupare�
Dolakha • Kirtipur ; Institute of Nepal and Asian 
Tribhuwan University, 'Studies

20 31 ( 1974) o Chapter 3: "Arthika 
conditions), pp- 51-66). Ayasthai 1 (Economic 

(Continued from the March 1981 issue) 

In addition to domestic ca t,tle, wild birds and 
animaJ.s we� also exported from Dolakha. They included 
hay1ks, musk-deer and Wild boar. A letter of King Mahindra
Simha sh_ows that hawks were exported from Dolakha in large 

,' numbers. The letter mention$ the price of Dolakha hawks 
· as R�, _g()O each, or approximately Rs 100,000 at today's 

._· pI'ices. This clearly shows that hawks were found i n Dolakha 
· . in large numbers at that time. Later documents show that 
. · a duty of 1½ percent .aQ. vaJ,o,re__m was collected on each hawk. 

Wild boar were found in the forests of Dolakha. Letterssent from Kantipur show that they were exported to Kantipur. 
One letter con tains the instruction that a price of.Rs 15 
each be paid if necessary. This shows that the price of 
wild ·boar too was high. 

Nepal was well-known for musk from ancient times.
Musk-de er were found in the northern areas of Dolakha.
The musk was exported to Nepal. Valley t hrough Dolakha. The 
customs. <iuty on musk was no·, very high. 

· · Kali j (black pheasant, lophura leucomelana), danphe
(tmpeyap pheasant, lophophorus impeyanus), and other 
wi1a birds were .found in Dolakha in large numbers. Bhote 
dogs of Dolakha found a market in Nepal Valley. Fish too 
was exported from Dolakha in some quantity. 

Trade and I ndJ!.a"t.� 

. Dolakha was situated on the main route leading to
Tibet·. There was also another route along the banks of 
the Tamakoshi river leadin g to Sindhuli-Madi. As such,
trade played an important role in the economy of Dolakha.
At the time when Dolakha became an i�dependent Kingdom,
it scored greater successes in the field of trade. This
had an impact on the cultural development of Dolakha.
Infonnation on the develo:9ment of trade in Dolakha is meager,
Particularly during the early medieval p�riod. Even then

Dolakha is a commercial settlement, and it was able to , 
develop as a town mainly because of trade with Ti bet. We 
have discussed this question previously in the context of 
the political history of D9lakha. 



50. 

Trade across the frontiers was an arduous undertaking 
in those -days because. of· the· difficulties of. transport. 
Trade ,-; th Tibet was even r:'Jre arduousd., For this reason, 
one or �wo persons alone could not engage in the trade 
with Tibet. Trad.e v1it.b Tibet was1 consequently, conducted 
by a group or class. In ancient times, such a group was 
known as ..§.artha, m1.d its leader -as ..§.s.rthavahg. There are 
references to �..ar..t�as in inscriptions of the Licchavi 
period. (Dhanavajra Vajrachar.ra, _Lj cchaY1 Kala Ko_A.bhile.Jill..a 
{Inscriptions of the Licchavi period), Kathmandu: Institute 
of Nepal and Asian Studies, 2030 (1073), pp. 50-54). 
The Chinese Tang annals also mention such trading organizations. 
Similar references to _�rnrtna.vas who were engaged in trade 
with Tibet ar8 found in Nepali folk tru.eso But the practice 
seems to have declined during the later medieval period. 
Traders who were engaged in trade with Tibet were then 
known as .Q1311.-i,ar or banjara in the dialect(Newari) of 

· Dolakha. .. A brief agreement signed between the banjar.a of 
Dolal-cha · and some wealthy people of Kantipur in 861 Nepal 

. Samvat (Vikram.a 1798) has been· found, according to which 
some Rajopadhyayas of Kantipur lent Rs 2,100 to Dhanna­
krishna and four other hm1..i.ar.a5 of Dolakha for purposes
of trade on the condition that profit'� were to be shared 

· equally. The document contains an addendum according to 
which tho agreement was terminated when profits were shared
after only three months. This shows that wealthy people 
invested their capital through J:,anjaras. The sum of 
Rs 2,100 is equivalent to approximately Rs 300,000 at today's 
prices. 

. .  
Dhannakri shna and the other bani a,rali of Dolakha mentioned 

above belonged to -the family of desha�m pramana. In 
other w0rds, they belonged .o the ruling class.· It was 
difficult for persons who could not make necessary security
arrangements to engage•·in :JxternaJ.. trade. It is,'''therefore, 
clear that only those persons belonging to the ruling class 
who no longer occupied positions of power engaged in such 
trade. There are numerous other examples to show that persons 
belonging to the ;crama.na f3Jllilies were engaged in trade. 

Even after Dolakha was merg1;:;d into Kantipur; t·r·ade 
with Tibet remained in the hands of the local people 
themselves, as the agreement mentioned above indicates. 
A manuscript written during the reign of King Pratapa 
Malla shows tha.t. members of the ruling class of Dolakha 
themselves visited Tibet for purposes of trade. The colophon
of that manuscript, dated 777 Nepal Samyat (Vikrama 1712). 
states: 

At the time when .Jugideva, a disciple of Jaya 
Ktlshna of Listi-Tol in Dolakha, and his son,.
Haridasa, were in Lhasa, they had a desire to .. 
perform religious acts such as the writing qf 
a religious text •. They, therefore, decide to. 
have a religious 'text written in letters of gold. 
On returning to Kantipur, they had such a text 
transcri bed by the Vajracharya of Surata�Shrimahavihara 
at Asan. 

http:crama.na
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Thi s shows that for long  the rulers of Dolakha u sed to 
visit T ibe t  for purpose s  of t rade . Th ere was a reason why
the Vajr acharya o f Surat a-Shrimahavih ara of A san was 
c ommids s  :.oned for the job. I ;; that timr.:: the Va j rac harya s 
of that Vihara had be c ome famous for the influence th�y 
h ad gained in Tib-:; t .  That was the reason why Jo.gidevc1. of
Dolakha mainta�nu d c ontact with the Vajrachary a o f Surata-
Shrimahavihara.  

We� have me ntioned above that Jogidova and othe r pe rsons 
we re re sident s of Li sti-Tol .. The documents mentioned othe r 
wealthy traders also o f Li sti- 'ro1d. A small markG t st ill
exi sts at thi s place .. Until recently, a se asonal fai r
(hat ... bazaar) r.lso u sed to be held at Li sti-Tol . On speci al 
occdasions , trade rs from BcJ10p a and othe r di stant place s 
� so vi si ted thG fair , and transacti ons worth hundreds of
'th ous ands of rure o s  were .  conducted,  ac c ordi ng to loc al
pe_ople . But durJ.ng the time of Idndra Sirnha Deva Li sti was cer'tainly a thri•ring marke t .  I nscriptions show that wealthy 
p eople from diffe rent are as had settled the re . It -i s  
possible that th0 well- known Li sti marke t ne ar T atopani 
was so c alled b�c uusc i t  was  a sub sidiary of the Li sti­
B azaar of Doiakha .. � Lidsti m arke t near T atophni was ori gin ru.ly 
under the j uri sdiction of Dolakha . 'rhe re i s  c onsiderable
similarity tetween the di alec ts spoke n at these two place s .  
I t i s also po ssible that the Li sti-Tol situated ne ar T anthali 
was connec ted with Listi-Ba zaar of Drlakha. 

, The medieval rulers of Dolakha had e stabli shed Kot s  
at di fferent pl8..ce s for the securi ty of tradersd. Th� 
Kats were situated at inte rval s of a few Ko sh e ach . 
They we re c oonnanded by functionaries known as Y�.ia .. Umr?,s 
paid at �-'3ntion ·a1. so to the :ecuri ty of trade rs . Such 
arrangements had been made throughout the territorieds 
o f  Dolakha up to the b order with Tibe t.  In ancie nt times , 
such func tions we re performed by the .&blW.•d. ( Dhan avaj ra 
Vajracharya, op � d. cltd. p .  31 3) � 'l'he .fil!lm.a. c_ollected taxes
from trad ers . During the medi -�val pe ri od , jagat and othe r  
duties we re  collected at di f'fe :i:-ent pl ace s .  Trade was 
c onduc ted with Tibe t be c au s;;d. sane arr·angements had been 

· made for the safe ty of  trade rs .  Afte r trade route s leading
t o Tibe t c ame unde r . the co nt rol of  ·Pr·i thvi Narayan Shah, 

. he paid atte ntion to . the safe ty of trade rs· . In a letter to 
Kahar Simha Ba snyat , he wrote , stl1obbe-rs who have looted 
traders on the ro ['.d have be en arre stedd. They are said t o 
have two accomplice s .  Efforts are being made to trace them . "  
. (Ra nji Tiwari. et � aJ. . J  Aitih.e,s�a Patra- S :iw� ran;ad" pt 2 ,
Kathmandu :  N1�p t'J. Samskritik Pa shad, p .  7 > .. T e shows 
that the bhardars of Prithvi. Narayan Shah wedre engaged in
e fforts to exte rminate l awles s element s who plundere d 
traders � 

Han� 

H andloom we aving was a traditional oc cup ation in the 
Dolakha are a .  The chan£.ll. and .12� cloths of Dolakh a we re  
well-known. Bhuwane shwara Dolakha I s E.t.aman.a in Kantipur,
had written a 1etter to Dharmakridshna li stin g seve ral 
varities of cloth, incl uding pang.a and bl anke t s s supplied 

http:chan�.ll
http:originru.ly
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from Dolakha .  The l etter shows that big umbrellas made of 
c loth, called £hh.atra-kus1;4 we re  manufactured in Dolakha. 
A docume nt of the Vikrmn a ye ar 1 87 3, re-:, ating to a contract 
fo.1· thE.: e;ollection of duti( : i n  the Dol akhr . area, simil:::..:r·ly 
mention s the di ffc r�nt varietie s  of cloth manufactured the re , 
I n  addition to .£.lt'filiE, .!liJ.D.,g;::.,, 3.nd blanke ts, it ment ions 
]}�di cloth as  welldo The docume nt also prescribes the rates 
of duty on Ku.£.tljJ) and oth0r cloth s ,  which apparently passed 
th rough Dolakha from China o� Tibe t on their way to 

Met n,.1, Go..QdS 

Thedre was a 1 2.rge marke t in Ti bet for metal utensils 
manufactured in N (;p al .. As such, untensils made of copper i · 
bronze, et c. were manufactured in Dolakha . A st reet of 
Dolak.ha whe re such utensil s  were manufactured was known 
as K a·n sa•-Tol (Kans �, -bronze )d. Some of these utensils found 
a marke td· in Kantipur also . The se days the metal goods industry 
has di sappeared in Dolakha al though there still exist a 
few K aosaka.r� • .  How1:1ve r, there are some iron- smiths who 
manufacture iron goods ,  

A large number of met al  images have been found in 
Dolakha.  Some of them may have been procured from Nepal 
Valley or Ti.bet, but the majority appe ar to ha,re been 
cast in Dolakha itself ,  The re is evidence that ornaments 
t oo were m anu factured in Dolakha .  

funing 

Mining was one economic source during the Lichhavi 
pe riod . Copp2r , iron , and c'�.her metal s we re  exported frc� 
Nepc1l in l arge qu antities � J.'he situation changed during
the me dieval p0.riod , but the mining  industry continued on 
some scale , Until about _  a ce ntury ago, mines wedre wo rked 
in the Dolakha are a. Coppe r, iron, lead, red arsenic 
(m 0,na�lri.la,) yellow orp iment (h,ri.r,i1aJ..) , borax and other 9

mineral s we re e x,)orted from Dolak.ha.  There is eviden ce 
that the se mi ne rnJ.s were still being exported in tbe Vikroma 
year 1 87 3 .  The 'I'hose are a  was well-known for its iron mines . 
The Tam akoshi river was appare ntly so named because t here 
were copper (t arn_g.) mines ·  in the area� There is a well- known 
village called Sunkhani ( Suu- gold, i!l.an.i-mi ne) in Dolakha , 
and the Sunkoshi ri. ver flows through this area • .  All this 
$Uggests that golcl was mined in Dolakha at one time. In 
any ·  case , ,Dolalch'-1 appears to • have be en an important mining .- · · area fonnerly. · · 

.. 
During the mndieval pe riod, there was a special connnunity 

of p eople who wo rked i n  mim.3 s .  They were known ·as aJ'\are.., 
from the S anskritd. term Akr.ra, a mine. I n  the we st , the 
te rm _agli is used to de note mine rs belonging to· t he Ma gar 
communi ty . I n  Dolakha, Sunuwars too we re called akare . OnE;3
document found in Dolakha. ri'.e ntions that a membe r  of the 
ruli:ng cl ass w a,s ope rating � lead mine _throughd· a Sunuwar 

http:Dolak.ha
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. akare . Mine rs had to e nte r into mine s as swi ftly as a rat (�)' , he nce they were c alled .ID.Y.fill . The te rm i s u sed
i n  the ·1:: �t also . Docume nt s  found iri DolakJ · a  de scribe 
mine rs as !!!Y.[&:J.:).r.,aia. 

I n  addition to t he  hanclic raft s  ana. manufac tu re s men tione d above , the re we re al so p ape r and othe r indust rie's . Animal
hu sbql"ldry m ay  al so be re g ard �d as an i ndu st ry . We have de alt 
wi th thi s sub j e (! t  p revj. ou slY o Ghee was e xporte d i n l arge 
qu anti tie s fror.1 D:>lakha. Wax too was expo rte d in l arg e quan t i ties. 
1h:..; :t••; ar -., do cu t!';Gn t s  avail able  wh i ch s h ow th at there was a 
monopoly in wax . Pin e re sin was expo'r t e d  from Ibl a.kha in 
l ar .- • ,., 0uan t i t ie s '. I n  t inu �; o f  war � nn.e:h hou s ehold of Iblakha 
\i;i,q ' �un d,,z: th e o bli gat ion of  supplying ono ·dharrii o f  re s in at  
v.tu s a1i ,mi • 

!"ie:di cinal h erb s  are one of the c ommoditie s expo rted
from Nep al . 'fhat was the re ason why Pri thn Narayan Sh ah 
h ad di re c te d that i ;m, di cinal h erb s and othe r  indigenou s 
c ommocli ti e s '. shoul d be  Pxportcd , the re by  att rac ting money . 1 1  
Many vari eti e s  of me di ci nal harb s  are found in the Himalayan 
are as o f Dolak.ha . The re i s  evi dence th at the se h erb s  we re 
e xported . 

T axes 
4 

The tax sys tern of  Dolakha underwent c hange s  from time 
to time as  a re sult o f  p olitic al change's , but ba si c al ly
i t ·  remained the s ame sy stem that was p revalen t e l sewhe re 
in  Nep al  during trie me dieval pe ri od.  Even  the n, the te nn s  
u se d  t o  de no te some loc al  ta..'{e s a re  di ffe re nt . 

Du.r�.ng the me dieval pe r-- od, Dolakha was admini ste're d  
by a Samanta, he nce i t  was undBr the obli gation to p ay a 
t ax l�nown as .w;:ishtl to the cente r .  Some docume nts  u se the 
te nn ·',..CJ,riti , from wnich t he c orrup t foi::m �i rt.Q eventually 
eme.rge d .  The sr.=b.fillt.i t ax was colle c te d  in �'ash .  A coppe r­
p late in sc rip tio·a found at the temple of Bhime shwara 
desc ribe s the arrangeme nt s made by Jag'aj j aya Mall a  to 
c ollec t the tax. The re are two main arrange ments . Fi r stly ,
the in sc ription p re scri-bed that o ffici als belonging to the 
Khas and Magar c ommunitie s should not . be sent t o  vi ll age s  
t o  c olle c t  the tax, bu t that two g��hal'fara Pr�.§ of 
Dol akha should do so pe r sonally . Se condly the rate o f the 
t ax was fixe d at Rs 1 1  for e ach vill age . I n addi tion ,  the 
�� we re empowe re d  to c ollect a t ax of one rupe e  from 
e ach be tali- grama ( Jagi r Vill age ) ,  and five n1pee s from .  
e ach fagon a- P.:ramq. ( Village li able to p ay s aune and · o the r' . 
t axe s • 

The s aune tax has t radi tionally be en c olle c ted in Dol akha. 
The tax i s  c oll� c ted in o'thf: r p art s  o f Nep al also . Doc� nts 
re latin �  to Dolakha during tho me dieval pe riod desc ribe
i t  as �� or )lagona. I t se em s to be a co rrupt form o f
the 1i,g£.ba.n te rm  Shravani ka. The t ax was c olle c ted in 
c ash frorr.. e ach hou sehold and l andholding . Dipa was 
anothe r  t ax c ollected in c ash in Dol akha .  No t much i s 
known about thi s t ax. 

http:Du.r�.ng
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L afal o r 1.afa i s  anothe r tax' .mentione d in docume nts 
re lating to  Dol akha. It appe ars to have been levied on 
dome stj_ c anim aJ_ s .  A le tte r sent from the c�nte r  t o  the 
d esha.wN.a Pr2I11a1tas o f Dol ahll a  di re c t s  them to collec t 
l afal i n ful l and. send the c oll ection s .  Howe ve r, an o rder 
i s su 2- d  by a Cb..i� arclo.r (he ad of an inve sti g ati on te am) 
re allot ting vac ant hol di ng s to new oc cupant s pl aced them 
und'-�r the obli }�ati on of p aying the _ s;l;i.D,a and sagunJ). t axe s , 
se rvi ce s  (_§ewa.J , and sri til afe at cu stomary ratf; s , default 
bein g  puni'shabl2- ·through 1.� •vic tion �  Thi s  indic ate s that 
l.a!.a. was a tax 9 ayable on e ach hol ding . A p re ci se d efini ti on 
of tl:e te rm mu st, awni t fu rtlv� r re se c1.rch . 

Land t ax was lowe r  during  the me dieval pe ri od c omp are d 
with the ancient pc riod o The t ax was low in D'ol akha also . 
Howeve r,  mo re t:::i.xe s  ·we re c ollec te d during the medieval 
p eriod during m ELrri age , s acred- thre ad- inve sti tu re , and 
other c e re monie s at the roy 2J. p al ace •'. S everal document s  
h ave been founc. at Dol akha which show th at suc h taxe s we re 
c ollected in the Dol akha are a when a we dding was sol amni ze d  
at the royal p cl. ace . 

V:i..m}.ti and othe r labor se rvice s we re t radi tionally 
e xac ted in Nep al in the fo nn of a tax, p articul arly - when 
membe rs of the royal family or royal deli gation s  vi si ted 
fore i gn c ount rie s ,. Such taxe s we re c olle cted i n Dol akha . 
?'l so . At the ti1m� when Dol akha was an independent ' Ki ngdom , 
it s rul e rs  had g rante d  parti al remi s si on s tn such taxe s ,  
ac c ording t o  a gold-plc1.te in scripti on found a t  th e  te mple
o f  Bhim� shwara. The insc ription , prep ared in the Vikrama 
ye ar 1 6 24 by Ki ng Jit ad eva and othe r  rule rs of D ol ak.ha, 
men ti on s that all t axe s c oJ.1.e cted when Kin g s le ft for 
abroad on pil g rim age , had Le e n  aboli shed wi. th the exception 
of  Jathli:.m Keth'.;a!} .Qh ati . •  Tho se we re  prob ably loc al t axe s 
c ollected in lieu .of se rvice's .  

( To be C ontinue d). 

http:Dolak.ha
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Mukhiyabh ar Arrangeme nt s i n  K ;:,,gbeni and O the r 
Y.i.lla�e� 

The followin3 nine tee n  village's had b een g ranted as
!;h angi to G en1c ral Je.gat Jung B.ahadur Kunwar i n A'. D .  1 866 : 

1 • Kugbeni 2 .  

3 .  Chhung aun 4.  Dhe wag aun 
r

5 .  Samarg uun o .  Chagli gaun 
7 .  Te g a:un 8 .  Put agaun 
9 .  Muwagaun 1 0 . Chhe gurgaun 

1 1  • Purangaun 1 2 . Jbarkotg aun 
1 3 . Khangaun 1 4 .  Jbamrakgaun 
1 5 . Dhagarj angaun 1 6 .  Kaphlyakgaun 

Santag aun 1 8 . P agali gaun 
1 9 . Ti rangaun 

·until Bai s akh Badi 1 923 ( Ap ril 1 866)' , · re venue in the'se 
v·ill a.gc s h ad b e en colle c te d  unde r the cont rac t  ( t he k) 
sys tem . '· On th at date , the .th� system was te rminated and 
repl ac e d  by. the )JJUkhiyabhar system . 

".!:'!YlLhiyabhDJ:: me ant a sys tem unde r  whic h  a mukhiya ( i . c . 
a · vill age he adman) was allowed to match an i j aradar ' s
( i . e . thokdnr o r  revenue-- farme'r) o ffe r in hi s pe rsonal · 
c ap ac ity •' • • •  Whtmeve r  any othe r pe rson offe re d a hi ghe r  
amount o f  home'ste ad- tax revei.1ue for any village thrm what
the loc al IJIUkhiY,� was p ayj_n.g nt the time unde r the the kband:j_ 
sy stem , the l atte r was re quired cithe :i.· to match the offe r 
o r quit . I f  an inc re ase in revenue c ould not be avoided 
bec a.u s1;: of the hi ghe r amount of :rev0nue offe re d  by a p ro spe c ti. -;::: 
i ja;,:adr.r, the ,rrn1kh:i.ya c ould at le ast ensu� th at no i .i arP.dfil 
was appointe'd t o  c olle c t  revenue and e xe'rci se judic1 2J. 
autho ri ty i n  the village .  This he was allowe d to do by
m atchin g the 1, iaradar' s o ffe r unda r tho J.!JukhiyA.bh:C\r sy stem . 1 1  
(Mahs sh Re grtti.. , Thatched IJpts and S�"'"c co Pal ace s �  Pe asnnts 

. 

c .  

Publi shing H ou se lPvt) Ltd, 1 978, p . 77) . 

The .m,ukhiyaJ:m..ul: arrange n1.ont s in the nine te en vill age's 
mention:.�d above we re c oncluded wi'th th e fol lowing ni ne teen i 

mukhiyas: 

. 1 • Chhi kyap Bhote 2 �  Dhyandul 
3. H arkyal. 4 . C hhi ri ng C hhintar 
5 .  f!hhi tunk 6 .  Yem a Dundu 
7 .  Te jen 8 .  Dh awa Phu'jo 
9. Phuruwa Palke 1 0 .  Te jyaJ. Bagyal 

http:rrn1kh:i.ya
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1 3 . 
1 ; .  

1 1  • Pern a Dhi rma 1 2 . T e jyan Dudup 
Dhy ajo 1 4 .  S arki 
TajG  An jyal 1 6 .  Nima Supdap 

1 7 .  Dhan.dul 1 8 . U rke C hhi ring 
1 9 . G arbhe Si tar 

The .DJJ1:ihiv0.bh:.JJ: arrmgemcnt s we re s anc ti one d o rally by
P rime Mi ni s te r Jung Bah adur cind c onfi nned through the Kau shal 
O ffice . The arrangcri1ent s wc ro valid fo r one ye ar be gi nni ng
Bai s alm Badi 1 ,  1 923 . 'I'he to t.al a.,nount  p2.yable by the 
mukJliY�<'JJ2 was stipul a te d o.t Rs 6 , 000 . I n  c onside ration o f 
that p ayme nt,  the .m,ukhiy.a.§ ue re allowed to app rop ri ate 
inc om.e from t�;:;:) following sou rce s : 

1 • .  Faj bi- Se.:'rma, o r  t 2.x c ollec ted from e ach home ste ad. 

2 .  D ai d..a.fil,fil, or mi scellane ou s fe e s  or pe rqui si te s . 

3 .  b,g at , o r cu stem s and t'ran si t dutie s . 

4 . _Danda-KU..UP-�, o r  fin�� s and pe nal ti e s c ollec te d in
the c ou rse of the c.dutini stration' , of ju sti c e . 

5 • .Ma:ry;o- o.nll..Wi, o r  e sche at p rope rty . 

6 .  Ch ak-Chakin, o r  fine s  colle c te d  from pe rsons guilty 
of  sexual offe n se s .  

The fol�owin_& sourc r:J s o f  re venue we re re s erved for the 
g ove rrnre'nt .  ihat i s  to s ay,  reve nue from the se s ource's 

· was c oll'� cte d by the .!!.1.1!.K!:U.X:-� and transmi tte d to t he 
gove'rnme n t  i n  0.ddi ti on to t.he sum of Rs 6 , 000 stipulated 
unde r the nrukhiY:i'bhar arrP.ngernent s : 

1 . Raj a- ,,nkn., o r  levi e s c olle c ted on behalf of the 
royal p8.lcl.CO'. 

2 �  Kaly;an-DJ1£�D, o r  bu ried p rope rty .  

3 .  ]h ann ac;lh.iJ�?.:.r , o r  fee s  c ollected on behal f  o f  t he 
Dha;rmadhir� ,  o r  thu Chi e f  Reli gious Au tho ri ty o f  
the Kin;�dom , in conside ration o f  expi ation fr om c aste' ·. . ' . 
and se xu 2-l offen se s . . · 

l1- . J:aochalm.a.�, o r  fine s and penaltie s  c olie c te d  fr om  
pe rson s  guilty o f  P rn1chakhat c rime s . 

5 . Rahata, b2.llata, udanta, gadanta, bedarta rakam- �alam , 
that t s ,  all unre co rded o r unc laime d source s o f  re ve nue ,  
arre e rs , 0tc .  

6 .  Sirto t ax p ai d  by the ·le gi timate de scendants  of the 
si x Bi stc. fc:milie s  of the are a • .  

http:p8.lcl.CO
http:DJJ1:ihiv0.bh


C hai t ra Sudi 1 ,  1 923 

57 . 

The fol , . o'.•.'i ni?; re ;;i:lations w.-.re the n  p ronrulgated in the 
names o f  the :.!IJ.1!1;:hiy� : 

1 .  Haint ain the loc al popul ation ,  promote settlement
and ke ep the ryots sati sfied as ment ioned in the ' 
roy al orde r  ( Lalmohur) of the Vikrama ye ar 1 9 20 
(A. D. 1 863) '. 

2 .  CoJ le c t JL, cli. ci al  fim� s and p enc1.l tie s  according to
the &n. 

3 .  C olle c t  J��.r:.t.Q, .Ja•u;t , ctri d o th8'r p aY):ient s from the 
ryots at t:u:) cu s tom ,uy ratEi s  a s  reconfi rmed by theroyal o r·dG r .  You shal l be held li able if you make•colle ctio ri s  at hi ghe r rates and any ryot s submi t
a c cxnpl sint . ace orct.L nz ly � 

4. Ha.ke I> c\yr;,.::T:. o f the stipulated amount of re venue 
in a sin:.:;J_e i nstalln1e nt at Thap at hali N agadi 
T ahabil in the month o f Magh . 

Shrawan Sudi 1 ,  1 923 
( July 1 866)  

Re gmi Rese arch Colle c tion, vol , 63, pp. 67-74. 

The mulfhiy abhar arranzeme nts for reve nue collection
in the 1 9  villages me ntion,: d above we're valid for one ye ar 
only. 'rhese arr.::ngements  we 1"'€· extend�d for anothe r year on
C h ai  tra Sudi 1 ,  1 923 (Marc h  1 867) . 1'he arnot.nt stipul ated
by the Imlkhiy&s ·.h.s then r aised from Rs 6 » 00 1  to Rs 6 , 300 1 .
·rhe o :cd,3r e xpli ci t:i.y st atnd th at the 1 9 lilUlmiyas would be
held i nclivid11ally liable for the full p aymen t of thi s 
amount i n  the pre scribed ins tallment s. 

(Mri.rch 1 86.7) 

Re gmi Rese arch C olle ction, vol. 63,  pp . 643-49 .  

http:arnot.nt
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lrrip;8.t:J..Qn from tlliLBaka,iya Rive r  

On V artik B �1.cli 7 ,  1 923 ( Oct obe r 1 866 ) Prime Ministe r  
Jung Bahadur sent the follm1in g order t o  C olonel Surya
Pr atap Sh ah, c bi!} f administrator o f  Hau tallat di strict. 
( 1 1 Admi nistrative Arrange me nt s  in the l!: :c..stern T arai Region 
and Chit aun � 11 .fr�lfJrd, He se arch Se rie s j ye ar 1 3 , · N o. 2,
Februs.ry 1 , 1 981 , p .  27) . 

1 1T rc:.�d it iona1 J.y the Bo.taiy a  r ivP r  had been dammed in 
tho ,hh :1tt!e re gion i i . e . the 1--e gion adjoining the borde r  
wi th I ndi a) �o r pu rpo se s o f  i rri gation .  Bu t now the river 
has  be ,:m damm:� cl in  the .§iJ:.a re gi on ( i. e. the northe rn po r tion 
o f the _ 'i' ar ::i s L:l-�) pt th0 foot o f  the Siwalik hills) , oo 
th at l ands "oel on:;ing to ryo t s  on th0 British controlled 
si de o f  the b or; L �r  l1ave rcm �·ti n<�d uncult ivated. 

�• The se ryot ::;  then su".Jmitte d a peti tion to the loc al 
m agi strate who :i. t1fo nne d the: Bada Sah ab ( i. e'. the B ri ti sh 
Re sid-:;nt at K athm :::indu) ac cordi ngly • . The Bada Sahab has 
now p re sented a memorandum to u s  on thi s  i ssl!� . "  

C olonel Sury Et F rat ap .Shah was the n  orde red to talce 
action as fol lmrn :  

l if✓i aint ai n  the d am  that has already bee n constructe d.  
on the Bakaiya river. Dig irri gat ion Canals through tbe 
dam at suit able pl ace s  and re le ase one-third of the · wate r  
in the rive r. The matte r  c onc erns two governments. I f you 
make any delay,  and any advers0 conse quence follows, you
s hall t �  hel d pe rsonally li able. "  

Kart ik Ladi 7� 1 923 
( Oc tOb3 r 1 866) 

Regmi Re se arch C oll ecti on, vol. 63 ,  pp. 303-5 . 

::<::< :::**** 
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I n  th� Vikram ye ar 1 936 (A. D . 1 879) , the Charsa 

Easte rn T arai RegioI1 

To tal Ka.mpani R s1 , 360- 1 4½  

59 .  

Be venue from Cµs.:t,Qms and Pastu ra,ge in the 

I n the seven di stri c ts of  the e aste rn Tarai re gion
( Mo rang', S_ap tari , Maho t tari', Sarl ahi , Bara, P ars a and
Rautahat) revenue from .§m ( customs du tie s) and �scharai 
( p asturage tax) �-ras colle cted th rough c ontract .  

Du ring the Vikrama ye ar Bai sakh Badi 1 to C haitra
Sudi 1 5 ,  1 942 (A . D .  1 885- 86) , the c ontrac t  was grante d to
Dittha Singh Bi r and C ap tain Bi sbnu Bir for a to t al  sum o f
Rs  1 1 8 , 859- 1  3 .  

M agh Ba.di 1'
,, 

1 942 
( .January 1 806) 

Regmi Re se arch C ollec ti_· on, _vol .  51 ,  pp . 21 4- 24, I 536-41 . 
I 

******* 

nevenue-ColJ_e ction...Q.--ntracts in KaiJsli
,Qi strict 

( hide s and ski ns) and .a�lH1-ri-bhatti ( li quo r) c ontrac ts 
i n  thre e _tappa s of Kail ali di strict,  Raikwar, P arihar 
and Bogt an,  yielded the following amount s  o f revenue : 

Chars a • • •  Kampani Rs 900 

Abkari- Bhutti . • • • Kamp ani Rs 460- 1 4½  

I n  the following ye ar, the c ontract was g ranted to 
an Indi an  Mu slim for a totaJ. 
bre'akdown was as follows : 

sum of Rs 2, 302-½. The 

Charsa • •  • Kampani Rs 1 , ?91 -9 

Abkar1-Bhatt1' . • • •  Kamp a.n1 Rs 51 0- 1 1t 



60 . 

I n  the Vikrama .year 1941 ( A�-D . 18 84)', two Nep ali s ,  Dirga 
Singh and Re j Singh, obtain�d the contract fo r  a total. 
sum of K amp ani Rs _· 2 ; 348- 1 1{ . 

Howe ver, they were unable to make the p ayment in 
full and so re fu sG d to do the work in the Vikrama year
1 942 ( A. D. 1385)'. 

·Me anwhil8 the Ami ni Go .:rwara O ff-lee issued an order 
pr:>hibi ti ng - the grant of the £.b� contrac t' to people 
bel cn��in g to bee f-e ating c astes and communities. However, 
no indivi dual \:-t:longing to a11y non-bee f-eating caste or 
community c ame forward to a(?cep t  the two contracts for 
a sum e xceedi ng the Rs 2 ,  311- 0- 1 1 �- paid in t he Vikrama 
year 1 941  ( A . D .  1 085 ) .  

Bh ayananda �lhat ta, a :i::'8 sident of Nirauli-Garkha in 
Do ti , then stii·mlated p ayrne nt of a total sum of Kamp ani 
Rs 1 , 360-14½ a yu ar i f he \h1 s granted the two contracts 
fo r a pe riod of three ye ars .  

Lt. Bhairav Singh Swan.r Chhet ri of the Kail ali Revenue 
Office forwarde d the o ffe r  to Kathmanau. The Madhe sh 
Bandobast Adda npproved hi s re c ommendati on that bids be 
c onducted on the b asi s o f  Bhayanmida Bhatta ' s offer,
and that arran[;E: 1;1ent s be r1ade for direct collection of 
reve nue under the runanat sy stem from these two sources 
i f  the Vikrama 1 94-1 figure of Kampani Rs 2 ,  348-11½ was 
not stipul ated . 'i'he re c om:1e ndati on was endorsed by P r ime 
Mini ster  Bir Shum shere on H a�h Badi 1 ,  1 91+2 ( January 1 886) . ,  

Regnu Research C olle ction, vol.  5 1 , pp . 209- 1 4 .  

;:;**** 



_fiecruits fo r the Briti sh Army 

On Magh Badi 30 , 1 935 ( J anu ary 1879) , C aptain Kalu Singh
S�anr Chhe trt was . .  appointed Chie f of t he  ;Bai tadi-Jhul aghatMili t ary He adquarte rs Off:ice (Gaunda)' , with the Aridaman
C omp any unde r bi s  command. 

The Capt ain was g ranted a salary o f Rs 900 a ye ar .' · 
Hi s appointment was sub ject to the c ondi ti on that he 
en rolle d,  1 , 000 pe rsons  belonging to the 20� 50 age- groupas  rec rui t s  fe r· t 11e Briti sh I ndi an Army .  I n the eve nt 
of hi s . inabili t�{ c o do so , the appointme nt was li able 
to be te rminate d, and a fine of Rs 200 impo �ed. 

Re gmi. Re se arch Collecti on,' · vol . 67 , pp • .  139-41 . 

********* 

Order Re garding Supply of Copies or the Ain 

Lt . C olonel Se r Bahadur Thapa Chhetri of the Daile kh 
Milit ary He ade quarte rs  Office ' (Gaunda) submitte d the followi ng
repo rt to the cente r: 

"Revenue from di ffe rent sou rce s in thi s di strict  has 
normaJ.ly been c ollecte d  uncfe r the i j ara system. Howeve r, 
no order s  o r re gul ations are available c once'rning such 
i j aras . A copy of the Ain i s  available at the Daile kh  AdaJ. at' Which functions unde r the · juri sdiction o'f the Gaunda .
Ac co rdingly, i j r.ras fo r the collection of  revenue from
di ffe re nt source s .  we re  usually g ranted by the Daile kh 
Adalat i tsel f�-

"I n the Vi1:rama ye ar 1 943 (A.D. · 1 886) ,  the Dailekh 
Ada.l at; was removed from the juri sdi ction of the Gaunda
Office'. Even · then, it continued to di scharge functions 
re lati ng t o ' t.he c olle ctio n o f  revenue'. The p roceeds o f 

by the Dailekh Adalat include · jag,at dutie s at the Bandhyapip alghr.t 

such collec ti on s we re c redited to the. ac count. s o f  the 
Dailekh Adal'at .  

n The souFCe s  of revenue for which, i j aras we re  g ranted 

fe rr.y-point on the Bheri · rive r . Manarup Nagarkoti had be en 
grante d an i j ara for the collection of the se j� dutie s 
against a payment of Rs 262. He compl ained that -t-raders 
we re avoi ding the · Pip alghat. route and transporting their 

http:normaJ.ly
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goods throu gh  Suwaghat and Ramghat. Manarup N'agarkoti ,
there7o re , offe r0 d  to ope rate the ij ara for a seven­
year period if he was allowed the rieht to c olle c t  j agat 
duties at all these three places.  Al uernatively , he 
offe red Rs 200 fo r the ri ght to c olle ct jagfil duties at 
Pip al gh at only . The Daile kh  Adalat re c ommended that 
the l atter o ffe r be ac cept� d. 

"On Bhadra Sudi , 3 ,  1 94? (August 1 890), the Dailekh.
Gaunda Office re cei ved an order fr om the cen'te r through
the Adal at Goswara, ac cording to which it ,,.,as not approp riate' . 
· th at a judi c i .::Q  o rg an such a s  t he Dailelrh Adal at should 
handle reven :.ili-colle c ti on i'unc tions. The Daile kh Gaunda 
Office was o rde red ' to handle such func tions ac cording
t o  the l aw and re gul ati ons in the future . A copy ·  o f  
the i j ara si gne d wi th Manarup Nagarkoti , and his peti tion 
a s  me nti one d above ,  we re then forwarded by the Daile kh 
Ad aJ.at to the D aile kb G aunc.a Office .  

1 1 Dailekh Gau.nda O ffice h as thus been entrusted with
the responsibili ty of di sch arging revenue-collec ti on 
func ti ons ac co rdi ng t o the laws and regulations . H owe ver, 
no suc h regulations have be e n promul gated in the name
of this o ffi ce .  The gove'rrroen t has p romulgated the Ain 
for regulati ng the j udic ial and othe:r functions of 
go vernme n 't offices in t.he c ap ital as well as the distri cts. 
H owever, the Dailekh G aunda Office has not received a 
c opy of the newly-promulg ated Ain. 

"When inquiric,s we re , made 9 f  the; Dailekh Adalat in ·  
this  r8 gard, o ffici als of tre Dailekh Gaunda Offi ce we re 
informed that orders had bee n  re c eive d - not to let any
one read or make copie s of the Ain.'" 

Lt . C olom�l Ser Bahadur Thapa Chhetri, therefo� ,
requested that nAce ssary rc gi.1l a.tions be p romulgated in 
his n0Ifle , or that the Rakam Bandobast Adda at the center 
send him a copy of the ,AiJJ. 

Ji.s regards the ij ara for the c ollection of .j fl.grJ;t dutie s,
Lt. Colonel Ser Bahadur Thap a C hhetri made the following
rec'ommendati on: -

uThe main rou·be le ading to the m arket-towns of 
Nepalgun j and·  Golaghat run s through Bandhyapipalghat .
The ot.he r two ,zb,a·t,� , Suwaghat and Ramghat, are located 
at a di st ance of  2 or 3 w fran Bandhyapip al ghat · on the 
Dhe ri ri ver. Th�y have bee n in use for a long �ime pa�t, 
and bushes and forest s on the way have been gradu ally
cleared . Ho j� duties we re collected at Suwaghat and 
Ramg hat , hence traders _ pre ferred to use tho se routes. The 
f orme r chie'f of the. Dailekh G aunda Office,  the refore ,  
issued instructions that traders be allowed to travel 
through Suwaghat and Ramghat only if they - p roduced receip ts 
( dochanda) o f p ayment o f  jag¾ duties. Fonner i j aradars 
ac cordingly appointed agents at those place s to collect 
i Aeat duties . The proceeds of such c ollections were c re ditea 
to the i j ara for Bandhyapi.palghat . 



Emanci:pati_on of Slave s 

63 . 

"I n  the se ci rcum stance s ,  it will not be app ropri ate 
t o  re c ommend that the amount of revenue acc ruing to the 
g ove rnment should be  re duced from Rs 282 to Rs 200 , and
that :;.-io j ag.at dutie's shou: i be c ollected at Suwaghat and
Ramghat . Bec ause goods  de stined to Nepalgunj and Golaghat 
are mo stly t rans-, ) orted through those route s , it will al so 
not be approp ri ate t o  cl o se them , nor will i t be po s sible'
to  do so .  Ac co .rdingly, t;i._ c onsoli date d i.i ara should be 
g ranted to t he  highe st bi dde r for the ri ght to colle c t
j arrn:t, dutie s at all the se three place's,  wi th  the excepti on
o f  goo ds on which dutie s arc p aid at Nep al gunj or G olaghat .'" 

· Lt . Col one l  So r Bahadur Thap a  C hhetri '  s report was
re fe ;r1·0d to  the i"Iuluk:i. kdda along with the re c omme ndatio n  
o f t he C ommandi.ng Gene ral for the Southe rn Zone , Fatte
Shum she re J·ung Rana Bahadur,  Sardar Bhaktab:i.r Rajbhandari 
and Kharidar Ratn am an  o f the Sadar D afiarkhana . Thei r rec ommendation ,1as that the Lin Khana. be o rde re d  to 
supply c opie s  of p art s  gf  the 8-Y� conce rning non- judi ci al
matte r s to the Dailekh G aunda ice • .  The Muluki Adda ,
e ndors13d the re c ommendation, which w as app roved by P rime 
Mini ste r Bi r Shum shere on J:..shadh Sudi 1 ,  1 948 ( June 1 89 1 ) .  

Re gmi Re se arch Colle c ti on,  vol .  53 ,  pp . 20-31  . 

*:."******* 

. ' 

On K 8:rtik Sudi 1 5 ,  ·1 942 ( Novembe r 22 , 1 885) , Bi r ?humshe re 
sei zed powe r through a coup d 1 e tat and be c ame Pnme 
Mirli ste r . The ri ght of succe ssion to the po st of Prime 

. Mini ste r was the re'afte r .limited to me mbe rs of  the Shum she re 
faction of the Hana family. Many Rana.s belonging · to 
othe r branche s of t� f�ly, includin� Prime' Mini ste r.Jung Bahadur 1 s imrnedi ate r amily,  fle d into e'nle in
I ndi a. 

ObVi ously
l

' the di splaced Ran as e nj oyed sane suppo rt 
among top- :i."ank ng civil and milit ary o ffici al s  in
K athmandu . I n .A. D • .  1 886 , one of them , Lt . C ol onal samar' . 
Baha4ur Ra jbhandari , . was found to be �orre SI\Onding Wi th 
them . · , ,  

http:Commandi.ng
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On Ashad.h Sucli 1 , 1 9t1-3 ( June 1 886) , Prime Mini ste r 
Bir Shumshe re p r8 sc ribe d a novel fo rm of puni shment 
fo r the o f_'fen sc of c o r� s-:ionding with the fugi tive 
Ranas in I ndi a. He order-,..,d that the slave s of such·o ffende rs be em ::i.nc ip ate d . 

I n  acco rrl;:mce Wi. th tLi :;  ord8r,  the Sadar Jangi Kotwali 
Thana at I ndrachok in K nt1 w1:;.!.!ldu re c ommende d th at seven
sl ave s ·· owne d by Lt . Col one l  Sa.m ar Bahadur Ra jbhandari 
b e  e:im2ncip ated . l'he y i ncludGd I ndra, bi s mothe r :Saeli , 
hi s eld0 r  brothe r J a sbi r ,  j J.i s  younge r b rothe r  Mahabi r,
hi s si ste r Gul o.fi , hi s  wi f8 , Chiniy abadan, and hi s 
younge r b roth; rs ' wi fe 1vii ra .  P rime Mini ste r Bir Shuni she re 
app rove d tho r1:� c omme ndation' on Shrawan 1Badi o, 1 94 3 
( June 1 8 86) . . · 

Regmi R 8 se arch Collec ti on, vol .  53 ,  pp . 168- 70 . 

**::c >:c** 

The Gol,;1 o f  Ratuw4-Singmm 

On F a: gun Sudi 5 , 1 927 ,  t .:? Limbu Subb as o f  the Miklung 
hill s in Chh a.thun1 ( P allokirat) submitte d the following
pe tition to Kathm andu.! 

"Formarly 1 · tho gol a  o f Ratuwa- Singmari , which i s  
�oc �t� 9- o� our ldp g;t te r!'itory , had be'en pl aced unde r our 
Jur1 scuc t1on .  We we re all.owe d t o  approp riate hal f o f  the 
revenu(:l c olle cted from t rn.nsi t and cu'stom� dutie s on 
c om 1 oditie s ·oth3 r than c ardamom, for which a . monopoly 

·h as be e n  int roduce d .  The' othe r h al f  ac crue d to Hi s 
Ma je sty ' ' s G ove rnme nt . We n.re unde r obli gation to pay 
a to tal the}i revenue o f Rs 20 1 . I n  the ye ar 1 927 Vikrama, 
Lt .  Dasharath P ad.riya was appointe'd ChiG f of  the Thinguri­
M ahnl . He i s  no'.l c olle c tin;_: the reve nue previ ou sly 
app rop ri atedby u s .  How then c an  we p ay the amount o f 
Rs 20 1 th at w0 hnve stipul r.te d ? 1 1  

Tha gove rn.rncnt decided that Ratuwa-Singmari and 
othe r g olas  should be det ach ed from the juri sdi.Ction of 
Limbu Subb as and brou ght unde r aman�t m anageme nt'. 

Magh Sudi 9 1 �28 
1( January 1 8·1 2) 

Re gmi Re se arch Colle c ti on, vol .  55 ,  p .  20? . 

*******.**************** 
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