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P R E F A T O R Y  NOTE.

T o those acquainted with the circumstances under which the first Protest­
ant Mission to Lewchew was commenced, the accompanying letter from the 
founder of the Mission will be read with interest His example is a forcible 
illustration o f his own sentiment, “ that a Christian heart is not soon done out 
o f sympathy

It will be six years in May next, since Dr. Bettelheim effected a landing 
in Lewchew. As he beheld it for the first time, he exclaimed, “ I just hear 
the report, * The town is in s ig h t!’ How my heart beats! Is it zeal for God’s 

glory that agitates my whole frame? Lord, forbid that any other emotions 
than those of a devoted servant of the Cross occupy my heart. Oh, that the ' 
Lewchewans may know the day of their visitation!” The following letter 
furnishes data from which the world may judge whether that interrogative 
should receive an affirmative or negative answer, and conclude that hitf 
fervent ejaculation, at that trying moment, has not been entirely disregarded. 
Dr. Bettelheim now reports that “ Lewchew has not only converts, but its 
fnartyr too.” The case of Sachi Hama will be read with much interest. 
H e being one of the first fruits of his missionary labors, the strong feelings 
his sad end has elicited, as exhibited in this letter, are not surprising. 
There may be those who are ready to oppose to some of the arguments 
of Dr. Bettelheim, the words of the Prince of peace, “ My kingdom is not 
■of this world, else would my servants f i g h t b u t  he remarks that he has 
examined the subject in the light of Scripture, and assures us that none can 
delight more than himself in the Christian virtue of forgiveness. W hile it 
is a pleasure to make known to the Christian public, the operations and 
wishes of Dr. Bettelheim by publishing this letter, it is particularly desired 
that it be distinctly borne in mind by the reader that by so doing it is not to 
be inferred that I approve of every sentiment in these pages; but it seemed 
due to this brother in the land of his exile, that he should be permitted to 
speak out from the fullness of his heart, his own sentiments in his own words. 
Secluded for a  number of years from the rest of the world, and isolated on 
“ one of the highest crags of that coral rock,” it will not be deemed strange 
if the peculiarity of his situation should give an original character to hi-? 
views, and they should be received with a 4§gree of indulgence.



P refa tory  Note.

Since the receipt of this letter in the month of November, I have had con­
versation with an intelligent gentleman, who has recently visited Lewchew, 
and who speaks favorably of this devoted missionary and his estimabl« wife. 
This gentleman confirms the correctness of the favorable views I was left 
to entertain of the people of that interesting island when there fifteen years 
since. He remained some ten days upon the island, and visited Shudi the 
capital; and saw much of the inhabitants. I f  they were independent of the 
Chinese and Japanese, the Lewchewans would doubtless willingly extend 
the hand of fellowship to the civilized and Christian world.

Under date of 10th October, 1851, Dr. Bettelheim has written for another 
missionary to join him, and offers from his own scanty means, to contribute 
£50 per annum toward his support, and has evinced his sincerity in the 
offer by sending a letter of credit for £100 upon a distinguished com­
mercial House in China. It seems of high importance that this request 
should be complied with, not only on account of Lewchew directly, but of 
Japan itself ultimately. A missionary who has a family is particularly pre­
ferred. I t is devoutly to be hoped that one of the requisite qualifications may 
come forward ; one who is willing to endure the privation and trials peculiar 
to that mission, and animated by no chimerical expectation that he may live to 
see the gospel triumph in that island.

The Christian public will learn with satisfaction that the Lewchewan mis­
sion, in accordance with a request from the parent Committee, has recently 
been received under the supervision and fostering care of the Bishop of Vic­
toria, through whom it may be expected full reports of its progress will be 
furnished hereafter, and who may possibly erelong give to the Christian pub­
lic an account of his own visit, and observations in Lewchew. In enumerat­
ing the advantages already attained, Dr. Bettelheim remarks, “ we have ob­
tained the special prayers of the Church for Lewchew and Japan, and I re­
joice in this more than in any other advantage gained, for it is the source from 
which all the rest proceed.” Should the publication of this letter tend to elicit 

more and more the “ special prayers of the Church,” in every land where 
that Church exists, it will not have been penned in vain. “ True, God in his 
almighty power can with the single call, ‘ Let there be lig h t!’ cover a world 
of chaos with a flood of beaming brightness; but we see from the whole 
economy of the gospel, that he desires his Church earnestly to strive for every 
acquisition of his, to till the ground, to plant, to water, and then only he gives 
the increase.”

P e t e r  P a r k e r .
Canton, 20th March, 1853.



L E T T E R .  &c.

N apa, March, 1861.
R e v . P. P v r k t r , m . d .

My d e a r  B r o t h e r  in  t h e  L o r d ,

T h i s  second epistle, beloved, I  now write unto you, encouraged as 
1 am by the kind interest your manifested in my former report on this 
mission, and knowing that it will find supporters as soon as influenti.il 
men give it their patronage before the Christian public. I now beg 
to submit to you several topics, which I hope may contribute to in­
vite attention to this corner of the Lord's vineyard.

I feel it necessary, first of all, to offer some remarks on the fact, 
as well as the right, of our stay in Lewchew. For a Christian family 
to stay in Japanese territory is in itself a full assertion on its part 
of the right of God over the whole earth. We know that Chinese 
Confucianists, whatever be their theories about heaven, for all practi­
cal purposes, consider their emperor to be heaven’s vicegerent, 
and the source of all law and right on earth. E jrope  and America 
live only by connivance or unlawful force, and Japan is a victorious 
rebel. Lewchew alone, according to our literati here, though part and 
parcel of Japan, has a legitimate sovereignty, since it pays tribute to 
the Emperor. You may therefore infer from this, what a practical 
influence in upsetting such utopian doctrines the mere fact has that 
a foreign family is settled, for now nearly five years, on one of ihe 
highest crags of this coral rock, in spite of China and Japan, and 
their nursling Lewchew.
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As religion is best defended by example, so right is best theorized 
upon by practice. You may fill volumes with reasoning on the right 
o f  Christians to dwell at Yedo, but the siogoun will not let them be 
imported there, much less would he read or act upon their suggestions. 
W e must show our convictions by our courage to act upon thsm, and 
once in the field, the enemy can not well avoid accepting battle on 
the theory of the fa c t ; yea, they challenge you to the fight. Their 
constant clamor formerly was— now partially subsided, " I f  your re. 
ligion teaches, as you profess, to love men, why do you begin by 
wronging them ? How can you dwell in a country whose law ex­
cludes you?” This, and similar inquiries afforded opportunity of tell­
ing the authorities of these isles, who was the real Lord and Lawgiver 
of the world, and that every man acting according to his laws is a sub­
ject in his Father’s dominions. When the Most High divided to the 
nations their inheritance, each in lapse of time acquired its own pecu­
liarities, and established its own laws; but he set their bounds accord­
ing to the number of the children of Israel— his chosen people in his 
dear Son, for whom he reserved a footing everywhere; so that no na­
tion can exclude any member of the human family, who lives a ration­
al, conscientious life. W e are not at war with y o u ; you are at war 
with us—yea, with the whole world, for he, who forbids another man 
to buy food and fuel, is his worst enemy, seeking his life. One coun­
try should be in the same relation to another in this world as house to 
house in a neighborhood; no house can remain locked up for a long 
time without rousing suspicion, and giving inconvenience to its neigh­
bors. No land in the world is able to provide for its own inhabitants 
all that they are entitled to enjoy. Miserable is that man who has to 
produce all his necessaries with his own hands, as we may see among 
the Fuegians ; so equally miserable is that state, which shuts itself up 
from the rest of the world. China and Japan are behind all other 
nations on earth just in proportion as they have secluded themselves; 
and yet they are not able to maintain their seclusion— proof enough 
that the system is unnatural.

I give you this as a sketch of  my argument with the Lewchewan 
government and literati on our right to stay here, a point not only 
essential to be settled in order to entitle the mission to the support 
of conscientious men— for if we be wrong in residing here, we are 
wrong in all the r e s t : but which will also at once explain the pecu­
liarity of this mission from many, perhaps all others, and the extraor­
dinary difficulties we have hid all along, and still have to combat here.
1 for my part maintain, thut a state loeked updoes injury to itself and
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the world, and should be dealt with as a madman is by the rest of the 
community, who are in their senses; he is justly deprived of his liber­
ty till he knows how to use it. T o  shut up a state is as unnatural 
and tyrannical as Napoleon's continental system, it can not be perfect­
ly carried out, and the attempt should therefore not be allowed ; a 
state that forbids subjects of another state, eveu when driven on its 
shores by accident, to provision themselves, and deals with their per­
sons as prisoners, is at war with that state. Japan deals so with the 
whole world, and has therefore declared war with the whole world. 
She has imitated the Berlin decrees in principle, without any counter­
balancing advantages, and if Napoleon was justly put down, Japan 
should at least be waited upon with a strong remonstrance of combin­
ed Christian powers, and there is every probability she would yield.

Since Her Majesty's government has graciously condescended to 
own us here as British subjects, and threatened our mandarins with 
their displeasure in case they force us from the island by a system of 
annoyance and persecution, the matter in question, so far as civil 
right goes, is pretty clearly settled ; and probably no Christian of sober 
mind will in this case be able to find any discrepaney between scriptural 
and civil rule. T he  very command, “ Go ye and teach all nations," 
sufficiently shows that the Author of Revelation desires all nations 
to be accessible. I f  nations be rebels to the will of God, we are uot to 
be accused of wronging them by obeying him. Here the choice, “  W e 
ought to obey God rather than men,” is fully applicable; though at 
the same time, I remember the direction, “ When they persecute you 
iu this city, flee ye into another.” Such texts as this last should be 
carefully considered, but not stretched into a general rule; for it ap­
plies rather to a persecution of the church in the land of Israel, as 
the context fully shows, “ For ye shall not have gone over all the cities 
of Israel,” »Si.c. It is, in the latter, no direction in missionary labors. 
Should it mean, “ if they persecute you in one place, or country, 
flee into another and should all countries be right in acting as 
Japan does, then we must needs go out of the world. I t  must also be 
remembered that most practical directions in the gospel find their 
limitation in the civil condition of  the nations, whom it primarily ad­
dressed. T h e  Jews, Greeks, and Romans, were to a great degree free 
nations, and a general persecution could hardly arise without the 
nation iri mass being averse to Christianity. T h is  differs greatly, 
even before the most conscientious Christian, from a nation that has 
no will, but is styled by its own rulers a “ herd of cattle,” and mainly 
held in subjection by the rod. T h e  will or law of  such a uatiou is
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little better than tbc caprice of a ty ra n t ; and the be^t interests of that 
nation are best consulted, when the friend of liberty consults bis own 
conscience in planning for the good of his fellowmen.

We must also bear in mind, that such directions as the ahove are 
given for advice in last extremes, when no other means will Jo. 
They concern the Church in her powerless infancy, but not in an 
age when Christian England and America have power to humble the 
enemy of God and of his Church. “ The powers that be are ordained 
of God.” Power is a great talent given from above, and the possessor 
is accountable to Him for its neglect as well as abuse. I think, there­
fore, it is consonant with the tenor of Scripture, that Christian states 
ehould countenance the efforts of the Church against heathen tyranny. 
When therefore Christian England protects missionaries here, this 
¡station should be strengthened. While we stood here on God’s 
protection alone, our little Society was perhaps so poor as not to be 
able to do anything for us. Did its patrons think dangers and diffi­
culties were providential directions for immediately giving up a sta­
tion? Did the Apostles do so? Peter and John well knew that An­
nas and Caiaphas, J< hn and Alexander, were grieved at their preach­
ing through Jesus the resarrection from the d ea d ; but they still 
preached it; when threatened aiid let go, we find that “ with great 
power gave the Apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus.” Then the priests rose up, and filled with indignation put them 
in the common prison. But the angel of the Lord sent them again 
to preach in the temple. When brought again before the Council, 
and dismissed with a beating, and commanded not to speak in the 
name of Jesus, yet ‘‘ daily in the temple, and in every house they 
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”

Can there be any doubt, that as our presence and work here nre 
agiiust the civil law of Japan, so was, if not the presence, at any rate 
the work of the Apostles of old at Rom e; and so is that of Protestant 
missionaries in Romish countries at the present day. I admit tint to 
set up against the civil arm in a country looks much like a soldier's 
act. Missionaries are, however, called upon to be good soldiers of 
Je. u s  Christ. Was Paul wrong for entering Lydia’s house, because 
the magistrates had first beaten, and then desired him to depart from 
Philippi? He was no sooner dragged half dead from Lystr.i, than he 
again enters the city; and when he departed, he departed only to re­
turn to Derbe, Iconiuui (places whence he had formerly been expelled), 
anil again to fjystrn. T he  plain inference is the Apostle was con­
vinced that God had a right against an oppressive government, which
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his servants must maintain at the peril of their lives; such, no doubt, 
U the conviction of every Christian soldier before he enters the field 
of bittle, and only of such could it be said, “ through faith they sub­
dued kingdoms, waxed valient in fi.^ht, and turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens.” T rue ,  sometimes, when God went not forth with his 
armies, the same faith bade them “ escape the edge of the sword, and 
wander about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented;” and when they could not escape, or faith and honor al­
lowed them not to escape, “ they were stoned, sawn asunder, and 
slain with the sword.”

It needs little penetration to see, however, that they submitted to 
barbarities only where God left them without pow er; and may we 
not justly conclude, that as long as God gives power to Christian 
states, no missionary need declare that his dwelling in Japanese ter­
ritory is a suicidal act. T h e  Christian church, alas, has been too long 
out of the missionary field; roused to duty as it were only yesterday, 
she has not yet had sufficient practice to be ready with a verdict 
based on the code of revelation, on a question like that of Japan. 
However, we who are here, having no comfort, or council, or direction, 
but from the word of the living God, have had time and repeated 
calls to search the Scriptures, and see whether we are in the right. 
And I protest before God, that if Paul was right, so are we. See him 
insist on a point of national honor. He approved of no ungentleman- 
ly Christian profession. He set his liberty, and probable usefulness 
elsewhere, at stake, and would not move from his prison ; saying, “ they 
have be iten us openly, being Romans, and now they thrust us out pri­
vily ? Nay, verily, but let them come themselves, and fetch us out.” 
It was at most a scruple of honor, but right in nature. And shall we, 
being Englishmen, having been beaten and dragged about in the 
streets half dead, and still hunted by the spies as when one doth hunt 
a partridge in the mountains, and at the mercy of governmental pur­
veyors for our daily food ; shall we now sneak away, loaded with 
shame and disgrace, just when it has pleased God to move the Eng­
lish Cabinet to look down favorably upon us, and take steps to secure 
our civil rights here? Is this the time to take a retrograde step w ith 
Japan ? Shall we show mistrust in the power of Christendom before 
such mocking heathen as the Japanese are ? Should not rather all 
believers, every Christian society, every church of God, rise as one 
m in, and petition their respective governments not to allow such a 
shameful defeat to be pul upon a Christian cause in the latter half of 
X lX th  century? Is the tale of this mission still so little known,-ir so
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indifferently looked at by our younger brethren in the ministry, that 
no one has yet thought of coming over of himself, trusting to the 
churches to minister to his necessities after they had seen him make 
full proof of his ministry, doing the work of an evangelist, enduring 
afflictions, and no t counting his life dear to himself so that he might 
testify the gospel of the grace of God to treacherous Japan?

My dear brother, I beg you not to think I use strong language 
when designating Japan. Is there not a cause? You shall hear im­
mediately what these haters of God do. I have to tell you a tale, that 
whosoever heareth of it both his ears shall tingle. Read it, and then 
tell me, whether in honor to our God and Father, we should be justi­
fied in forsaking this station. T o  give it up now would make Lew- 
chew much more inaccessible th in it was and still is. I am quite per­
suaded that if I give up my residence, no foreigners arriving in the 
island will ever obtain a night’s lodging on shore in a peaceful way. 
It is no small advantage and comfort for a ship arriving here to find 
an interpreter, and a place where to refresh her passengers; and so 
far even persons indifferent to missions should support this station as 
a convenience for all foreign ships.

For missionaries to settle here after we are gone, would be quite 
out of the question. W e made our entrance, when the authorities 
were si ill in terror of the French, and even then it required no little 
boldness and stratagem. As you will by this time have learned from 
other quarters besides my journal, an American gentleman, Mr. Gil­
man I. Davis, of Boston, who, compelled by illness, desired to stop 
here with bis medical friend, and had already his baggage in my house, 
was forced from the island, my house broken in, and his things remov­
ed, and some of my own stolen. This  happened in August, 1850. 
These doings could never have been accomplished had the mandarins 
not gained over the Captain of the Merlin, who changed colors at 
the last moment. But should we now also be obliged to yield to their 
vexations or to force, the advantage obtained over an English settler 
would increase the boldness of the enemy, and their resistance to any 
new attempt at effecting a landing, as may be foreseen, would be a 
regular war ; whereas, as long as a missionary lives here, any brother 
arriving, if he will act according to my advice, would find a home 
without difficulty, and be easily initiated in his system of labors. It is 
of the most importance to make an effort to procure a separate resi­
dence, and gain one more permanent point of contact with tlie natives, 
and thus create occasions of moving to and fro through the streets, 
now s  m a t t e r  of great dif f icu l ty .  If, h o w e v e r ;  w e  go o u t  of th e  h o u s e ,
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and after that begin to stand without and knock at the door, the master 
will not admit us till we break it in j and can I tell you, the opposition 
of government is so strong, that we should even have to break 
down the whole house to get access to the inmates.

You will say then, if this be the condition of the mission after five 
years’ labor,— and as as I do honestly assure you, of hard, incessant 
labor, what is there to be hoped for ? Ilad we not better give it 
up? I  say, N o! Verily our failure, suppose it was a total one, is the 
strongest argument I can bring for strengthening the mission by ad. 
ditional agency; yea, and a proof, that if it had been carried on from 
the first with more means, it would perhaps now be in as prosperous 
a state as any station in the world. T he  common rule of military 
tactics, to attack a strong enetny with the whole force at once, no 
doubt holds good also in the assault of the church on the stronghold? 
of darkness. At the same time, I must also remind my reader, that 
while I point out our difficulties in all their actual strength, I can not 
readily admit that our toils have been quite fruitless. I can recite a 
list of advantages already obtaiued, the enumeration of which ] will 
however, postpone till I  shall have laid down one or two more points, 
in my humble view, essential to missionary operations in general, and 
the application of which to this or other arduous posts, I hope, will 
support me in the position, that a mission though laboring for years 
without apparent fruit, still is not to be abandoned.

If there be any object worth toiling for in this world, even through 
trying reverses, is not the spread of the gospel one of them? What 
money, what time, what toilsome fatigue, and precious lives, have been 
spent in vain (if yet it be in vain) on the Niger expeditions, in all 
African researches, in Arctic Expeditions, &c. Are they therefore 
given up, and are similar objects never more engaged in? At present 
are pot ships, and steamers, and balloons, and I know not what, fitting 
out, and rich rewards offered, all to spy out the most inhospitable 
icy corner of this globe? And shall the Church alone be so cowardly 
and calculating as to risk nothing? Were it not for the Lord who 
is on her side, her work must naturally be more toilsome and less 
promising than any on earth. Here is a warfare against the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. She can not gain without causing loss to a 
strong enemy. Will she prescribe to the God of H ists how long he 
may keep her in the field, and doubt or desert hitn, if within a certain 
time he does not lead her to victory ? Shall we doubt the glowing 
hopes of the gospel because their fulfillment tarries as yet? Is the 
Lord not to descend from heaven with a shout, because he has not
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yet hastened Ins glorious appearing? How many W e  «pen the 
promises a fir oil’, and not obtained them, and yet lived and died rti 
fii lh? Our very faith, though a substance, is an intangible evidence 
of things not seen. Our longings after Christ are strong and un­
quenchable : but do we therefore say in despair, “ where is the promise 
of his coming?” No, we say over and over ; “ yet a little while, and he 
that shall come will come, and will not tarry : we are not ignorant of 
this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years and 
a thousand years as one day.” *

On these Scriptural mathematics, according to which we jo y  in 
God, and reckon our salvation and all heavenly hopes to be Yea and 
A men, are we to be impatient to see success in a mission, and that too 
in a land of such haters of God as Levvchew is? T he  hearts of this 
people, like ancient heathen, are filled with all unrighteousness, wick­
edness, maliciousness, full of deceit, malignity, whisperers, backbiters, 
despiteful, priin l, boasters, inventors of evil things, covenant breakers, 
without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful. T here  is no vice, 
Satan has put into the hearts of men, but is fostered and matured in 
this offset of Japan. O ! what a pit of sin and uncleanness must 
J a p a n  itself be ? t  Do you look for speedy triumphs of the Cross 
here? Is it Christian charity to leave her to sink to ruin?

It is but natural that things of consequence should not emerge 
into existence at a singlé start. Noah was a preacher of righteousness 
for a hundred and twenty years, and yet the ark saved only eight per­
sons. Shall a mission in Japan bear a nation in a day? How many 
things are wanting here before this mission will be able rightly to en­
ter 011 its legitimate field ? T he  missionary must first be tolerated, 
must have at least a shade of civil right, must be able to procure his 
own necessaries, and have natural occasion of coming into contact 
with the people. So long as we ourselves are kept under the tutelage 
of the oppressive rulers, how can a Lewchewan venture openly to 
befriend us or our religion ? It is preparing the work of G >d to peti­
tion governments to speak up for the civil liberty of their subjects in 
Japan.

A breath of liberty must be breathed into the people themselves, 
for they are at present a mass of degraded slaves. Their  mental capa-

* In the physical world likew ise : 14 W ith  the  D eity  an atom  is a world, and & 
w orld b u t an a to m ." Said  by Mr. B aker and m any m iscroscopists.

t T h e  perfection to w hich the police system  is carried , and the barbarous 
pun ishm en ts, have m ade crim es anrainst g overnm en t, and open a ttacks on the  
o rder o f  society  perhaps com paratively  more rare here th an  in free C hristian  
countries. B ut its m oral degradation  bailies descrip tion .
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city must be roused and trained; (hey must learn to know there is a 
Creator who made them to be thinking, responsible creatures; and 
that the spirit of man and beast differ. Such notions, which even the 
untutored savage possesses, have been almost eradicated here, partly 
by Confucian ethics, but mostly by the tyranny of the rulers, who 
know they are lost as soon as the people find their reason. True ,  
God in his almighty power can, with the single call, “  Let there be 
l ig h t!” cover a world of chaos with a flood of beaming brightness ; 
but we see from the whole economy of the Gospel, that he desires his 
Church earnestly to strive for every acquisition of his, to till the 
ground, to plant, to water, and then only he gives the increase. T he  
master in the parable does not object to the imputation of being an 
austere man, who reaps what he did not so w ; but he condemned the 
servant which knew his Lord’s will, and prepared not, neither did 
according to his will. Israel was told beforehand, “ In the seventh 
day shall the wall of Jericho fall;” yet Joshua was at the same time 
commanded to prepare the certain victory by six days’ martial recon- 
noitering around the city. Who will say that it was a useless display to 
let a vanguard, then the ark, then a rereward, and last a host of armed 
men, and the priests go on and blow their trumpets for six days, 
when all depended on the shout on the seventh day ? So far from pre­
scribing to the Lord of Hosts, shortening the abundance of means he 
lias intrusted to us, and venturing with half a preparation 011 what 
lminan probability calls a sufficiency, let us use what he has put into 
our hands before we doubt our success. These things were our 
types to the intent we should learn how to fight the battles of the Lord. 
T here are 110 walls in the world higher than those here in Lewchew, 
and before the gospel will overcome and throw them down flat, due 
preparation, as well as adequate effort will be required. And I once 
more say to every righthearted man in the Israel of God, “ Come up 
with me into my lot, that we may fight against the Canaanites.”

I fear, in modern missions, one great aim of the gospel is often over­
looked. It is to be preached, not only to get converts, but also for the 
glory, and as a testimony to the truth, o f  God. T he  law and gospel 
of the everlasting God are to be made known to all nations for the 
obedience of faith, whether they will hear or forbear. T he  Church 
must witness, and make known the truth before the world now, so 
that in the day of judgment she can appear as witness against it be­
fore the bar of the Judge of the whole earth. Jeremiah said, “ Be­
cause the word of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, and a de­
rision daily, I said 1 will not make mention of him, nor speak any

11
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more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire 
shut up in my bones.” He accordingly had to cool himself, and de­
liver his message, whether he made converts or was derided. “ I have
believed, therefore have I spoken.........Woe is unto me, if I preach
not the gospel,” is, or must be, the feeling of every minister of Christ. 
How then shall he forbear testifying what he has seen, and heard, and 
handled, and lives in, and dies for ? He warns the wicked, and if he 
turn not from his wickedness, yet the missionary has delivered his 
own soul; but if he give him 110 warning, and he dies in his sins, his 
blood is required at the hands of the guilty church. Witnesses at the 
bar have nothing to do with the use the jury or judge may make of 
their depositions.

That the church militant stands as witness in her relations to God 
and the world, is clear from her numerical proportion to the latter. 
Few are they indeed that enter in at the strait gate. T he  whole 
church is only a sprinkle of salt in Esau’s large dish of unsavory 
pottage, a ray of light from Goshen breaking through the darkness 
of Egypt. More than five thousand years of existence have not yet 
brought it so far as to leaven the lump.

It  seems only a just conclusion, that a man, who knows that a fel- 
low-man is condemned, and can save him by volunteering as his wit­
ness, is as culpable as he who stands up as a false witness against 
him to the injury of his name, estate, or*life. Now we know that all 
men have sinned and come short of the glory of God ; we know, too, 
that the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodly 
men ; and we further know that the wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God. I f  we do not remind them of 
their duty and of their danger, will not their blood be required at our 
hands? I f  there be no other Name given under heaven among men 
by which we must saved, save that of Jesus Christ, shall we not de­
clare his name to the end of the earth ?

The very nature of the teaching of gospel truths, rightly considered, 
is only a testimony borne for God. T h e  faith of Christ can not be 
based exclusively on reason. W e can not appeal on many points of 
essential truth to the common logical capacities of man. Christians 
must all be taught of God, and then they shall know of the doctrine. 
None will ever convince a carnal, cavilling Confucian, a sophistical 
Talmudist, or any disputer of this world, of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judgment, but the Spirit of God. For what then is the teaching of 
Christianity ordained ? Why the command, Go ye to all nations? 
Might we not sit at home and pray in our closets for the heathen, and
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leave the rest entirely to the work of God ? Preaching and evangelizing 
therefore, are ordained as a testimony for God's truth. In the Old 
Testament, we see instances of preaching, and other acts of faith on 
behalf of others, where there was scarcely any probability of benefiting 
them; yet faith was to be exercised for God’s sake. Noah was a 
preacher of righteousness for 120 years, but after fifty years of sterile 
effort, he might have laid down his ministry with all reasonableness, 
and given it up as hopeless. Did he do so? He preached on seventy 
years longer. Was his preaching lost? N o ; he brought seven persons 
with him into the ark. It was a special token of God’s favor towards 
Abraham to acquaint him with his intended judgment on Sodom. We 
read, “ And the Lord said, shall I hide from Abraham the thing which 
I do, seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty 
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him ? ” Ab­
raham exercised his right as father of many nations, in such bold 
intercessory bargaining, as made him repeatedly tremble lest he had 
incurred the Divine displeasure. After all, Sodom was subverted. Was 
Abraham’s intercession therefore less desired by God, or less accept­
able to him? It was intended to teach him to exercise faith without 
reward here. And so missions must be carried on. T he  child is not 
greater than the father. Send out your missionaries as witnesses for 
God. Whether they have converts or not, they and the church have 
done their duty.

Just Lot, it is probable to suppose, had a daily missionary sermon 
to his townsmen, for otherwise his righteous soul would not have 
been vexed from day to day with the filthy conversation of the wicked. 
I t  was, however, of no converting effect. And similarly we find 
almost all the prophets delivering their burden to Israel and other 
nations, as a testimony to the righteousness of the judgments that were 
to follow, rather than from any hope or probability of averting them. 
As it is written, “ that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, 
and be clear when thou judgest.” T o  show that the Lord “ is up­
right, and there is no unrighteousness in him,” if the world venture 
to judge Him, it behooves him to stand prepared with witnesses.

W e know, from the general relation and harmony between the 
Old Testament dispensation and the revelations of the New, and no 
less from plain gospel texts, that the sum and substance of the former 
was typical and fulfilled in Christ, uniting and realizing in himself 
the features of tabernacle, temple, sacrifice, priest, altar, prophet, &o. 
I t  is equally plain, on scriptural grounds, that the people of Christ, 
following his steps, must in all things be made like him, each being-



lfi L itte r  from  Doet. liettelheim.

sacrifice, temple, priest, king, &c., in their own persons and lives. >1 
take these assertions for granted, as self-evident upon every page of 
the gospel. The general name of the tabernacle was that of the “ ta­
bernacle of witness," or testimony; the ark was equally called “ the 
ark of testimony and simply “ testimony.” No wonder then we 
should find Christ himself called “ the faithful witness.” He was 
given for a witness unto the people, and indeed witnessed a good con­
fession before Pontius Pilate. “ For this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth.” Shall his Church not go 
in his steps, and witness a good confession before murderous Japan, 
delivering unto her the warnings of God, ere judgment overtake her? 
Did Christ stand out for converts? When many of his disciples went 
back, he said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? They might have 
gone; he would still have been “ the faithful witness.” Did he make 
converts? When Simon Peter first confessed, “ Thou art the Christ ;” 
the Son of the living God said, “ Flesh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee (and mark, Christ himself was then flesh and blood) but my 
Father which is'in heaven.” T he  teaching of Christ was to witness 
to the truth of God.

Did Paul make converts at Jerusalem? For aught we read, and 
may infer from his operations both there and at Damascus, be found no 
faith. In the latter place he only roused amazement, and proved that 
Jesus is the very Christ. O f  his operations in Jerusalem, we have 
the Lord himself speaking, “ Get thee quickly out of Jerusalem, 
for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me.” What shall 
we say then? Was the Lord dissatisfied with him? By no means. 
For then he would not have told him, “ As thou hast testified for me 
in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.” It was no 
doubt a trial to this pattern missionary to have had no converts. But 
the Lord told him, “ Be of good cheer, Paul.” He had done his duty, 
he had borne witness; God was glorified;— this is all that is intended 
by preaching. Indeed, we hear once Paul plainly say, even with re­
ference to his labors among the Gentiles, though his chief vocation, 
“  Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel.” His minis­
try was to testify the gospel of the grace of God. T he  quantity, mat­
ter, and style of his epistles show that he was called to preach, to un­
fold the mystery of the gospel, rather than to baptize. He repeatedly 
calls his work “ a witnessing both to small and great, testifying both 
to the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” He found rest and approval in his 
own bosom in simply discharging his duty as a faithful witness for
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Christ. Churches rose after the witnessing of Paul, and so they rise 
at the patient testimony of later witnesses for Christ. But though none 
should rise, and though there were no speculative probability of their 
rising, it is nevertheless the duty of  the Church to stand forth as the 
herald of the truth to every nation on earth in imitation of her Lord 
in his character as faithful witness. I f  we are to wait for the evange­
lization of Japan, till conflicts with whalers, or other commercial 
interests forcibly break through her brazen walls, praise will truly 
not be due to the church.

In detailing the advantages already obtained in Lewchew, 1 will 
begin with those comparatively of least importance. T h e  mass of peo­
ple in these islands has in some measure become accustomed to inter­
course with foreigners in spite of the vigilance and threats of their 
rulers; and government itself, seeing that, unless they tied our limbs, 
or beat us oftener than they dared, or laid more bamboos on the peo­
ple than they thought advisable, we would by 110 means give up the 
privilege and duty of addressing the people wherever an opportunity 
offered, have been obliged, in some measure, to give up its opposition. 
Since the Str. Reynard was here, both we and the people are much 
jess interfered with by the spies than we were up to that time, so that 
now certain huts and hamlets are left quite open at our approach; 
though sometimes, when coming out from the first we have entered, 
we find all the rest depopulated, the people being driven out and not 
allowed to re-enter their  doors till we quit the neighborhood. Some­
times, however, in very poor localities, we are left undisturbed with 
the inmates in a number of huts. I  can come to no certain conclu­
sion as to the circumstances which produce such modification, but I 
think it depends on the greater or lesser strictness of the spies, or per­
haps sometimes to their disinclination to follow us into noisome by­
places. I do not, however, allow myself to be kept entirely from the 
better sort of houses. At the beginning, before the general order to 
the people to shut their doors, as soon as we entered a street, I was 
subject to no difficulty at all, and was very well received in many 
places, as 1 before stated. Later, I was pushed, dragged, and beaten 
out, and always by the spy and police themselves, or at their order; 
but every fresh open door was a fresh invitation to a visit. T hus  it 
lias happened, since January of last year, when Mrs. B. accompanies 
me on my missionary errands, and more particularly since the power­
ful aid and countenance affbrded us by the Reynard, that no person­
al attack has been made on either of us, while even in good houses 
We sometimes find an attentive hearing. Ail depends on the door
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being so placed, as to make it possible for us to watch it, for then no 
spy has been observed to enter after us, while we are in.*

T o  justify such intrusion before an English reader, let me say that 
houses in Lewchew differ widely from what they are in England. 
Here all doors are constantly open; shops, warehouses, are all 
placed inside of a y a rd ; and mechanics have no other workshop than 
a partition of their dwelling; there are from ten to thirty separate 
hovels in the same yard, and different families live in one apartment. 
The intercourse between males and females is as unrestricted as in 
Europe. Whatever exception there is to this, is expressly ordered, 
by government to deceive the foreigner as to the real state of things, 
T h e re  is no possibilily of providing, even for one’s own necessaries 
without going from house to house; which in fact means only going 
from shop to shop. T he  minute subdivision of trades makes this as 
indispensable as it is disagreeable :— and I think this is the true reason, 
why the restrictions on intercourse between males and females mention­
ed in the Chinese classics were, as a matter of necessity in such a 
small community as this, totally abandoned.

Further, we have learned to know the nation. T h e  common saying, 
“  a guest for a while, can see a mile,” is quite inapplicable to Japan ; 
there all is craft and deceit, and with the utmost studiousness, 
nature, yea, the very aspect of the ground, is I might almost say, 
covered with a lie. We have learned much (though we have still to 
learn) respecting the real government of this kingdom of Lewchew. 
W e  now know certainly that it has only the name as such from China, 
but is to all practical ends, an appanage of Japan.t We know more­

* T h is  probably in consequence o f  the  plea o f  the  au thorities before the R ey­
nard , and now insisted on as th e ir  only  refuge , th a t it w as not governm ent 
w hich  forbid in tercourse , b u t the  people, who will ne ither sell to, nor have any 
in tercourse  w ith foreigners. H ow ever, m en o f the  better c lass, and our todzies, 
have repeatedly  in tim ated  to u s, th a t the frigh t the people p u t on w hen m eeting  
a foreigner, the ir sh u ttin g  doors, and aping the  deaf and dum b w hen spoken to , 
are all ordered and enforced by punishm ent. W e alw ays see the spies en te r  
every hovel or house , as soon as we leave it (as I have repeated ly  o verheard ), 
m inute inquiries are m ade as to w hat we said, and every th in g  we left, unless 
a lie be to ld , is taken  aw ay.

t I can not here quote all I should like to transfer on th is point from m y 
jo u rn a l, bu t it will suffice to give one quotation  from a L ew chew an  dispatch . 
“  W e hear the  law s of Japan  severe ly  prohibit trad ing  w ith  o ther coun tries, 
only in the  port o f N agasaki, w here officials are sta tioned , s tric tly  w atch ing , a 
fixed and lim ited num ber o f  ships and artic les are adm itted , and C hinese and 
D u tch  m erchan ts yearly  v isit there  for tra d e ........ A s to the T u ch a ra  people, a l­
though from a Japanese te rrito ry , being near and trad in g  w ith  us, y e t w hen re ­
tu rn in g  hom e, should they desire to im port forbidden goods by sm uggling , and 
be found out by the  officials, th ey  would be severe ly  punished. Should we 
trade  w ith you , th en  the T u charese  will by Japanese  law be en tirely  forbidden
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over, that those who figure here as King, Regent, Vice-Administra­
tor, &.c., are not the rulers ; but that there is a real Japanese govern­
ment set over them in loco, and a small Japanese garrison, myself 
having surprised them in the barracks, just while polishing their 
guns and swords. I have a strong suspicion that the Lewchewan 
rulers themselves are unwilling executioners of Japanese devices. 
At all events, it is evident that any advantage obtained here is obtain­
ed against Japan, and from Japan.

W e have learned somewhat to know the nation, the depth of its moral 
and mental destitution, the depth of the sin, sensuality, and falsehood 
in which its people live. W e have thus learned more to pity, pray, 
labor, and solicit aid for them, and at the same time also to be less of­
fended with some of their habits. For instance, I was formerly ex­
ceedingly grieved to see them smoke, eat, and drink, while I address­
ed them on serious matters, and themselves were expressing concern 
in what they heard. But now, remembering that to feed the body 
well fu r  the parent's sake, is in Lewchew one of the first religious 
duties, and knowing by experience that magistrate as well as work­
man, must reflect and ruminate on any business about to be done with 
a pipe ; and knowing too, it is rather a proof of their attention being 
alive, when they attend most sedulously to the tea-cup, I am far 
from being offended, or even hurt at similar practices. Formerly, I 
used to remonstrate vehemently at their shameless lying. Now, 1 am 
persuaded this is an evil they will be cured oflast. For they consid­
er, according to their religion, everything true, which their superiors 
say or command. I am persuaded too, they will sooner become tem­
perate in drinking, than feel scruples about lying. It will stick to 
them as swearing and tobacco-chewing do to an inveterate sailor.

to deal w ith us. Y ea, a lready th is year are we not only unab le to procure w hat 
is  required for trib u te , b u t are exposed to  b itter w ant in our home consum ption .
........ T h e  T uch arese  also like the  Conftician religion and sc rip tu res. Should
th ey  hear th a t we learn  a n e w  religion, nam ely th a t o f the H eav e n ’s L ord , th ey  
w ould m ost assuredly  g ive up all in tercourse w ith  u s .”  F or a  crafty  govern­
m ent, w ho declared it  punishable am ong the  nation to show  us th e ir  know ledge 
o f  the  Japanese  le tte rs , to speak ou t in a  dispatch so clear on th e ir  connexion 
w ith  Ja p an , m ay be supposed to be a  little  m ore connected  th an  even they  ad ­
m it. I m ust also observe th a t no tw ithstand ing  I have often w ritten  to g overn ­
m en t, th a t our relig ion  is not th a t forbidden in Ja p an , an d  is sim ply term ed 
th e  Yesu relig ion , and  n o t H eaven’s L o rd 's  religion, they  still", in d ispa tches, 
purposely  con tinue to speak o f o u r’s as the H eaven’s Lord relig ion , probably to 
have a  show  of reason for its exclusion. I t  would do good i f  a C hristian  g overn ­
m en t w ere to b ring  th is  d istinction  before Jap an , on w hich it m igh t perhaps en ­
te r  on a  com prom ise. T h ese  nations are foolishly proud, and w hen th ey  see a 
w ay o f keep ing  the le tte r o f  their law , they  care little  w hether they  break it o r 
no t in its spirit.
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There lias been a good stock of thought circulated among them on 
a variety of subjects. Among the results of making known God’s law, 
I reckon the quick infusion of modern ideas among dead nations ; 
ideas and notions which with ourselves are the produce of centuries 
of chastened study and research. Savage nations under religious in­
struction come to sound knowledge comparatively without toil. Ima­
gine a shut up corner like Lewchew, twice dead by inertness and 
tyranny, to have the principles of I’aley or YVilberforce, Chalmers on 
metaphysics, Ilarvey on the pulse, Franklin on electricity, &c.,  floating 
among them, and he is somewhat prepared for the result of nations 
being born in a day. Positive instruction in a right direction is of 
immense value, though easily acquired. English or American child­
ren, growing up under the multifarious contact of modern knowledge, 
have at ten years of age a vastly greater stock of correct scientific 
data in their minds, than Confucius, when he laid his gray head in 
the grave. T he  religious system of the Chinese sage is vague, and 
benumbs the moral sense. Revealed religion alone, placing every 
man on his individual responsibility before God, and not only 
allowing but positively commanding man to exert every talent intrust­
ed to him— Christianity can alone infuse the breath of research after 
knowledge, and foster it by the blessings prayed for on human effort, 
and by the spirit of liberty it rouses among its true followers. Western 
notions, therefore, transplanted into this Eastern soil— the harvest of 
long toil made an easy acquirement for nations hitherto not yet exer­
cised in the privilege of thinking, is one of the greatest benefits mis­
s i o n s  confer on their pupils. It reminds me of the ease with which 
knowledge will expand in heaven. What are Newtons there, but hap­
py school-boys?

Among the new notions now widely diffused, I reckon a positive 
knowledge of a Creator. In this respect I know of no nation so des­
titute as the Lewchewans. They were literally without God and hope 
in the world ; “ the world was made by him, and the world knew him 
not,” is a text here most awfully illustrated. Anything is God but 
the Lord of all. I could never have imagined such gross ignorance 
of the first Cause of being, had I not seen it. Even the talk of the 
literati about heaveu never amounts to a distinct idea of an omnipre­
sent Deity. My servants, once being asked whether they thanked 
God after meal, as we did, said, “ Yes, they bowed sometimes to the 
u-djing,” or the tray on which the fo o d  is served. T he  very prefix u 
(a ptrticle of high respect) by which the appellation djing  is marked, 
shows that they really pay veneration to it. T h e  same particle for st~
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milar grounds, is prefixed to ilie. sun, the moon, At present, I,
ain thankful,to observe thnt the notion of an invisible Creator, and of, 
the soul, likewi.se invisible and immortal, ig gradually spreading.

The  whole sc-heme of salvation is knovyn .by.many people; They 
have, been told of a Creatot; and the history of creation; how sin en­
tered into the world, and thence death, sickness, iveeds, fruitless effort, 
and painful labor, all of which are pointed at as proofs. T he  fall of 
^dnm  as causing the universal depravity of men, and the appointment,, 
of a sacrifice slain as a propitiation for sin, and of a Divine teacher to 
regenerate (¡ke soul, have also been made .known. T he  necessity of' 
bringing every nation—¡the offspring;of guilty Adam-—within reach of 
these restorative. means; and the second coming of Christ, b is also been, 
comprised in my sketch of Christian doctrine, which I have found, 
when presented <i* a whole, answers all the cavils of Confueiapism. 
It  is in fact the outline of a system of natural and revealed theology,, 
in its- briefest and simplest form. True, 1 knotv, as many;others do,, 
from painful and protracted .ministerial practice, that the most ration-, 
al argument fof God often leaves the.he,art untouched, unless sancti-i 
fied from above. Often; after having harangued: my hearers, I ,quote., 
tlieir indifference as proof that they must t>e taught ¡of Qod, thfijce 
the, need of diligent prayer lor the outpouring of the:¡Spirit, Qi) ,t|iemf-t 
selves, as well as 011 their teacher. Hut knowledge iiwst,exist.before; 
it can be: sanctified ; the: mind must, at, least to some, extent, be in-: 
siructed, before Christianity can ever take, national h(>|4.of;it. After 
\Ve plant .and water, we may indulge .the hope that God in,merpy will, 
give the increase,; I am afraid of speedy conversions among grossly, 
ignorant heathen, though-I would not intimrite a doubt of, their possi­
bility, for with God nothing is impossible. Nations qi)ite;,<,iut oi con-) 
tact with,Christian lands are destitute of many preliminary notions,, 
physical, historical and logical ; and thisrflpei in. p'jrtic«4.a.i!, .is trained, 
up in n set of principles diametrically opposed to sound reason as well 
as to revelation.,; and requires preparatory km.wiedge. as m u c h  as a 
savage nation/' ■. i 1 . • 1 . •. , i : . in- . , ¡.

1 likewise reckon some geographical ideas. No man can be a Chris­
tian without knowing something ol Egypt and Canaan. A man w ho 
draws his ideas from Chinese maps, and thinks China to be the w ho|e 
world, surrounded on all sides by an endless ocean, and that one small 
island in the northwest corner, indicates the domain of other nations, 
is greatly hindered from b e lie v in g  the,history of the Old Testament, or 
understaiidincr'the New. 1 Wive therefore labored-to ip re. ad so much 
of ^eographv and Bible history, as will assist to the right understand­
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ing of gospel facts. At present there are people here who are acquaint­
ed with the leading events in the lives of Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Moses and other prophets, Herod and P ila te ; they know too of Egypt, 
Judea, Galilee, and Rome, and something of the political state of 
those countries at the time of our Savior ; besides general ideas of 
Europe, India, and America, as much, perhaps, as Sunday-school 
youth in Christian lands do. It would be impossible for them other­
wise to understand the circumstances connected with the crucifixion 
of our Lord; and confess too, that before they had this preparatory 
knowledge, when hearing me speak of the violent death of Christ, 
they could conceive no otherwise, than that either he killed himself, 
or at least commanded that it should be so done to him. I quote 
this to prove the necessity there is of adequate preparatory knowledge 
in history, &,c., before the mere facts of the gospel can be reasonably 
admitted. At present, understanding these matters better, I need 
only draw their attention to the opposition we suffer here from govern­
ment, the unfounded suspicious, the open malice, and the reckless 
bitterness of the rulers, to give my hearers a practical illustration of 
similar cases in the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles.

They know the difference between law and gospel, and of the dis­
tinction between Jew and Gentile. They are still offended at the 
latter name being applied to themselves, which in their conception, 
looks somewhat like the appellation of barbarian given by China to all 
nations out of its pale. I  lately had occasion to tell them of my own 
c a se : that my family was originally townsmen of Jesus, and that I 
was a convert to, and not born in the Christian faith, and that I there­
fore knew of their difficulties and doubts, and that nothing short of 
the power of God can subdue a heart, and give a man courage to brave 
opposition, shame, and contradiction from acquaintances and relatives. 
“  If  a man hate not his father and mother, and wife and children, and 
brothers and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he can not be my dis­
ciple;” a saying so just in itself, and yet so surpassing their concep­
tions, because striking at the very root of their tenets, has thus in 
some measure been shown practically before their eyes. T h e  phrase 
“  being born again ” struck them with wonder, and they admitted 
that nothing short of it could make a Christian ; while too, they could 
perceive that the new family ties a regenerated man assumes by his 
new birth, richly compensates the loss of natural consanguinity. Per­
sonal experience and example, adduced in support of abstract truth, 
speak powerfully, even in Lewchew. It is something too, that many 
here are acquainted with words and names like A n u n , Ilosannu, H al­
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lelujah, Jehovah, C h ris t, Messiah, & c. Some of them pride them­
selves on their knowledge of foreign words, though it gave them some 
difficulty at first to pronounce K risto .

T he Lewchewans have been a little led out of the narrow sphere 
of the selfish education they have been trained in, which is in truth 
the great wall that confines the individual, the family, and then the 
nation— body, soul, and spirit, within its cramped circuit. T o  this is 
joined the worship of departed relatives, and how shall I describe 
this ritual? Thy name is living death. Thou dwellest among the 
graves, and crawlest among the worms, buried before thou art dead. 
Corruption is thiue inheritance! As though this little globe was not 
already small enough, this wretched faith has made it smaller, binding 
over the best powers of man to the service of the dead, and calling it 
a quickening virtue to ruminate on moldering dust. And to what 
purpose? Because he who venerates the dead cares less about the 
concerns of the living, and will let the magistrate rule as he likes. 
How thankful ought we to be that China is open, never again to be 
closed, and that in that land this system will eventually crumble into 
nothing. In this forgotten corner of the world, the selfishness of 
these disciples of Confucius has had a check. They now often hear 
the church spoken of and prayed for ; they see by our stay here that 
Christianity forgets none, but its precepts enlarge the affections till 
they embrace the world ; they hear especially the Jews tenderly com­
mended to the love of all Gentiles. They wonder why one nation 
should pray for another, and that in Lewchew, the distant countries 
England and America, the Negro, Laplander, T u rk  and Jew, are yet 
to become objects of tender solicitude. As I am sure I labor to raise 
them to a sense of their duty towards the Israel of God, the scape-goat 
for the Gentiles’ sake, I hope the Lewchewans will yet reap the spe­
cial blessing promised to all those who pray for the peace of Jerusa­
lem, and remember Zion in her affliction.

I must add that the language has been, in some measure, made 
serviceable for secular as well as religious purposes. Missionaries 
among the Chinese well know what it is to quicken and pour a 
Christian spirit into that language. And yet they had more means at 
hand. Budhism, with its meditative habit, though spent in empty 
contemplation, still gave the Chinese language depth and dignity ; and 
the Mohammedans imparted to it some truth. Here, I can get no 
books except the Chinese classics, interlined with a few Japanese 
catchwords, and am like a prisoner, confined to the conversations of 
those whom government places around me. 1 had hard work to get a
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-¡sufficient I tody o f liKiguagè from w hich to abstract h grarrtmnr. Many 
!Jtliitfgs haVô been' tl-ahsla'ted; aiid partly arranged in td  a dictionary. 
'I 'h e  gospels o f L uke and John , ' tfife A cts o f the A postles, and ttife 
'Epistle to thé: ftM natis, siid1 several p riyers , h a ie  also beefi triuislaited. 
'] hdpfe;We h w e  m hde « ¿ooH beginning . 11 1

Advant.Vges h'ave been obtained th fou^h  my medical p ractice . 
Nmntefically they are least, bec iu sé  most opposed by 'governm ent, a!n<l 
tu e  p r4 c tic c :n itnëd ic iife ':is difficult; where free access to the jm léM  is 
im possible.’ O ur riiler4 went so 'fi»r as to confiscate m edicines, to­
gether with the 'bottles and boxes in Which I had carried  them  to suf­
ferers, and subjected1 the latter to punishm ent. S til'l,'upw ards o f a 

’hundred'¡case* o f  various diseases haVe fallen under my observation, 
fifty o f  which were in the first ÿear, when opposition was least. So 
convinced Are the people of the efficacy o f our m edical aid; that they 
w àit'in  tlie divrlr in bushes and ¡inigle neat' my house till I pass to  be* 
■for m edicines. O ur servants anti thfeir relatives,' having greater facili'- 
'tieS 'than otHei's,'have rerpeStedfy had the ‘benefit o f onr apothecary 
‘sh o p ; anif iis th iÿ ’ arè dsüdlly changed èvery ten th  day, tltis 'consti- 
tuféS ‘h ither a è'ônsidéràblé’iteiV»' o f rhèdiciil Occupation. O ur toifzîes, 
afritid o f th e se 'ÆHÿ ^servants, '(for fill àround us are bound to  act the 
spy d n e lag 'aînst'thô‘o th e r) i yèt dohsùlt me for them selves,1 their rela­
tives 'ànd friends, the difficulty o f giving advice in unseen cases being 

"ovétcdm e ¿s fâr as it can1 be by iniriute inquiries. T h e re  are some 
whom the dbor-gunrds, from friendship or o ther Reason's, allow to 
piiss fo r 'th e  very purpose of m edical re lief; and even now and then 
porsofix connected  \\ i th ‘governm ent. 1 have on record ti rem arkable 

'«Tasé ttf ¿A tàé . i t f  operated upon in haSte, in a dark  hovel near the sea­
shore; while the yearly re tu rn  junk  from C hina, borne by a strong 
breeze in to 'po rt, fixed all eyes upon itself, including those of the 
Vp'res. T h e  patien t was on the same day, and almost from under thé 
knife o f the operator, dragged away and driven w here no one would 
tell me. M m y months after, I succeeded in collecting  c ircum stan tia l 
evidence, that thé mâti had received his Sight on one of the eyes ope­
rated Uiion. I was plainly told so by oh'é o f l iis  relatives, though I' do 
not consider his' evidence a's conclusive. T h is  week I had inform ation 
also o f an alarm ing case o f dropsy having been cu red  on my advice, 
and by iVsilf/ff our medicines.

Finally,' we' bavé obtained the specïal' prayers o f  the church  for 
Lew chew  and Japan , and I rejoice in this more than  in any other 
advantage gained ; for ¡t is the source from w hich all the rest pro­
ceed. W é  get" nothing from bur heavenly F a th e r w ithout request



being1 toade tfith thnrt'ksi/iving, and the more spècial pointed the re. 
quest, the iiitoré conducivi to the erteci désired. I know'the hildrèti 
bfGtìd pr^y Tiif'every1 creature, and ahi persuaded that they d‘d not 
omit the petition that Jews and heathens may be corívertéd.: Cut still 
'spèciiil'praÿlers' are thé vèrÿ’soul of any Ghtistiári dbjeét;' they are'the 
Hidicerf o f  providential favor ; and one may safely say, thht the propor­
tion of fuith with which Uiey are offered up, is th e ‘scale by which 
the Will of!God,: uniting with a speciliC human aim, may be measured. 
Have not the real people of God always been knitted together in hea- 
vetily nfféetion ? Yes; “ ye shall be my sons arid daughters, saith thé 
Lord Almighty.” H o w  could they but delight in their holy' rëlHWbn- 
ship^the'consanguifiity tif: the blood of  a Savior), and inVpreig‘ori 
each other the warm kiss of faith. God, who is lové, grants ' spééiai 
1òve: in'answer to Special prayer and éffbrt. ' I fear nòt how my eiVé- 
Inies, because I am sure I have loviiig brethren and siáteVs t ò 'défénd 
ine. I"àm‘ not apprehensive of failure in this mission; or in any wiirk 
for God, as long as we have spécial prayers for it. W hat do you 
think, Whèii thè’ EhgJrsIi dáBiftét tákés: knowlédjVe t í f  such ppoplè as 
Wè are, aiiü Whért thb A/métitían government knocks at the doórs of 
tirazen Japan ; ivhat iè'it bo t  an' answer to our and the bumble gtdaiis 
of kll who'pra^, th i i  the Lord ni-iy1 Undertake for this corner dir thé 
ends ofthie ëarth, a'nd overrule the devités of the ad^ersi^ry and oUt 
oWh'helfilëSsness and folly for his gldryl O brother ! ‘let us pray with­
out ceasing, let us pray With earliest fervency, for thiá strange, strangé 
latid. Jajlaii a‘nd Lewcliew have no equal on earth, and efforts fot 
thóin, and'ptayers for them must be peculiar, and the help 'of God for 
it— if we hâve grace and patience to wait— will also be a peculiar 
token of'his wisdom, power, and love.
' A ir ib n g  th '/nbf advantages, I may reckon sdnie'Tinowledge ò f  th'é 

E n g l i s h  languagè. T h e y  how  p o ss e s s  the ú se  o f our letters, in which 
I took g iea t fihins, and had a lm dst'to  force it updn them , as 'a lsb  o t i t  

figurés ahd módè o f  arithm etic. T h e y  havé acqnirëd sdme g r a m m a ^  

t i c a l  n o t id n i '  in their o»vn ánd our language. T h e y  khów  of C hristian  
j-itiial ahd days' T h e  té iu rli 'b f  t h è  S á b b a t h - d a y  is k n o w h  particularly  
b f  nií'sáioh'áry effdrf , regu larly  k ë p t ' ù ^  o r i ’tHat day. T héy  kftófr 
à l i t t lb  o f our ckurÜh divisions, á Anowledge I could not avoid g iv ing 
iliein in -cóH áéquence1 *>f th e  R d m ’á'ii C a t h o l i c  mtesibfiaVlefe Jih'vitii* 
béeii here before us. T h e y  kndW of the m in is try  'aftd W stitutèd- by 
G  od ,: a till d f  thé scrip tural' n a tiire 'd f  niWsiony.' T o  Siléficé t l í é  cavili 
lii’¿  ò f th e  pro'dd ìite rà tl , and !g'H’é an éfffeétivè rftíáWet’tò  such q&ët* 
tions as, “  D o  you dare to teach  an o ld  nation?  D o  you th ink your­

I j t t t r  fr'òw Dbil. TicUÛhiirh. *3í>
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self better than others, than Confucius and Mencius? Do you pretend 
to alter institutions as old as the world? Who sent you ? By what 
power, or by what name do you do this?”— there is no better answer 
than, “ Thus saith the Lord !”

W e are now at the commencement of the missionary era of the 
church, and the people of God should be given rightly to understand 
that it is their duty— for so hath the Lord ordained, that they which 
preach the gospel should live of the gospel— to minister to the mes­
sengers of God, as Christ and his Apostles were ministered u n to ; that 
Committees of missionary Boards stand as deacons between the mis­
sionary and the society— the church, the Christian body appointed to 
carry on a certain work of God ; but that they never had, never can 
have, or never will have, a missionary if he has not his authority and 
message from a higher hand than their’s. T h e  magistrates of Lew- 
chew would have given me for leaving, a sum much larger than I 
could have received from home for staying. But where then would 
have been our missionary crown ? W e stand here, at present, on God’s 
power and providence, and ;ire sure that he will raise up some from 
among his people who will be glad to minister to our wants, as soon 
as they know them. And we are not afraid to tell the Lewchewans 
that we stand here on the power and authority o f  God, the Lord of the 
universe, and that we will do so as long as there remains indications 
of Providence for our further tarrying. They have thus learned to dis­
tinguish between state and church. They know that I had my passage 
offered me, even by national ships, but I still remained. These things 
must convince them that the English government neither commands 
our stay here, nor exercises its power to prevent it. I am left to my 
freedom of conscience, and herein the state protects me. T he  state 
provides for this freedom of its subjects at home, and will certainly 
not let them be hindered in the exercise of this first prerogative of 
man in Lewchew. The state would have protected me at home, in any 
lawful pursuit, against the aggressions or oppression of evil-doers, 
though I was a Roman Catholic, a Jew, or as indifferent to religion 
as many Englishmen are; and the same protection powerful and 
generous England can afford to extend to her sons and daugh­
ters even at the ends of  earth. I often press on the Lewchewan 
government a similar practice on the same grounds, telling them to 
“  give to Caesar tha things which are Caesar's your province is to 
judge of the actions of men, not to usurp mastery over their thoughts 
and consciences, which nature has put beyond your reach, for even
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with all your spies at work, you know not what is going on in the 
heart of the lowest peasants.*

T hat my motives to remain are not derived from the state or from 
wordly interest, they plainly see, from its being put into practice in a 
way which must convince them that it is God who gives his ministers 
power and authority to make known his commandment to all nations 
for the obedience of faith. For though as prcachers of the gospel, we 
beseech them to be reconciled to God, when questioned as to permis­
sion to teach, I at once refer them to the commandment of the ever­
lasting God. Likewise when asked a guaranty of the truth of what 
I preach, I tell them again, “ God is not a man that he should l i e . . . .  
I say the truth in Christ, I lie not.” One God, one sacrifice, for the 
remission of sins that are past, and one sanctifier to free from sin in 
future, i.-< the doctrine I demand obedience to from them, and tell them 
it is at their own peril if they obey not. They have been so repeated­
ly taught this doctrine, that when I lift up my three fingers before 
them, there are many now, even among children, who know what it 
means, without further explanation.

As much as I find it of importance, that missionary teaching should 
be calculated to meet reason, and awaken and strengthen thought, the 
missionary should never forget that he preaches a faith which passes 
all understanding, and that he preaches it by commission from God. 
T h e  earnest and brief answer: ‘‘ Thus saith the L o rd . . .  .Th is  is 
God’s commandment to you," will often go further than all reasoning 
in the world. Let him not be misled by scruples. I f  any feel too 
humble to teach, let him not teach. Let the ministry be without dis­
simulation, each according to the proportion of faith. Christ taught 
as one having authority, and so must his ministers. He showed his 
humility in deeds more than in words, stooping down to the weak, 
base, and despised, going about and doing good. As a minister of 
Christ, I must not respect age or station, except so far as truth is con­
cerned, which it is iny office to advise and command them to obey. 
Some may laugh instead of obeying, but surely all do not. Remem- 
b( r Paul before Festus and Agrippa; for while the one called him 
a madman, the other said, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Chris­
tian. No man can please all men, much less can a servant of Christ.

* In fairness, how ever, I wilt adm it, th a t w ith  th e  edncntion the people are 
tra ined  in , and a s tr in g en t, inquisitorial, confessional spyhood a t the ir disposal, 
g overnm en t is alm ost om niscient. A peasan t will confess to a spy as heartily  
as an Irishm an  does to the priest.
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u IVfy, dear brother, 1 have endeavored in the above to show .you ih.it, 
I have conducted this mission on rigid principles :of truth, keeping; 
prudence in a dim background, and in front that light in which there 
is no darkness at all. Truth ,  Scripture, God, and his Christ, and the, 
honor of Christendom* are irrevocably pledged in the eyes of this, 
nation, and any retrograde movement W ould  be followed by irreme­
diable disgrace. I  boldly declare to this nation, that they must enter 
into the fold 6 f  Christy because He has said so who.Qan not lie. I 
have told them, that in the gradual, progress! the ■ gnspH has «already 
made, it has now come upon the ends of .the world; tbht Lfi.w.chew is; 
only a stepstone to Japan, at present almost ■ the only and U^t nation| 
to be brought under thè faith, and upon ¡Vvhich therefore, the ntten-l 
lion of  Christendom is daily more and more fastened ; that. “Javan  
and the. islands a far o f ^  are mentioned >bÿ name iri our prophets; 
(Is. Ixvi. 19.) as destined to hear the fame and see the glory of God;, 
and;that as all things offar peculiar difficulties, we are prepared to| 
meet obstinate resistance ; and they themselves must be convinced it |  
will prove fruitless, if they judge from the triumphs that Christianity] 
has hitherto achieved in every, other layd where it has entered. From 
this rule, Japan certainly will not prove the solitary exception.

But if all these arguments, all these advantages gained, should not 
suffice to rouse Christian henrtsto come forward, and support or share 
with tiS the burdten of this mission, I will now tell you the tale I have' 
•already invited your attention to,;aivd you will see that principles o f  
liberty-and thé free gospel of God, havè already taken effective root. 
It stands to reason that where a mail can not venture to accept gold 
and.silver from a foreigner, nor receive medicine even.in the presence 
of a witness, lie will feel less inclined to accept of spiritual things. 
Moses in Egypt, announcing the promised andoovenan'ed love of Gent 
to Israel, foundiio faith : “ They hearkened not untoMoses for anguish 
of spirit, and for C rue l  bondage.” Anil shall a I.eivchewan serf; bred 
up under the bamboo and linger-torture, so easily believe thht God 
has a plbn ofm etcy in store for him ? “ And if the children of Israel 
have not hearkened, how then shall Pharaoh hear t ”  Is it probable 
that the ruler', or h is  spy, or the prOud Iiterdti, who trample on the  
inissiohary as well as on the peasant, should ever feel humble enough 
to listen to the t w i c e  humbling message of the g' sp e l ,  which is, R e ­
pent, and believe, and w irk : and after you have d n i  all, ray that 
you a re  unprofitable servants?
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It borders on the marvelous, to get a man among such a people 
to speak as he thinks, even if he have the courage to differ from 
established custom. Nothing can compensate for the danger he runs 
in befriending the foreigner, but the satisfaction of having acted up 
to his conscience. Now the very desire after such satisfaction is 
genuine liberty. T hat there are now such men, especially among the 
better classes of society, I have every reason to believe. It is shown, 
in some degree, by the correct information I get on the system of 
espionage under which we are kept, and by their reading and trans­
lating  with me in secret portions of Christian books, and the confi­
dence in me which such steps involve. Every one will allow that it 
is very unlikely that such a people, trained under such a system, will 
readily put their trust in the truth; and when facts show that there 
are sincere converts in the land, it needs no magician’s skill to say, 
“ This  is the finger of God and where God puts out his finger, I 
am sure it is not too much to demand from Christians that they put 
their hand and shoulder to the work.

Here I beg to premise two things to explain some circumstances 
of this case. F i r s t ; the Lewchewan government, on erecting guard- 
huts in front and back of my house, convinced that I am a friend of 
liberty, and would submit to no scandal, did from the first, allow 
these huts to be considered, in some measure, as making part of my 
residence; of course, I am entitled to keep my things there, and to talk 
in them as much as I like. They thus connived at Christian books. 
Scriptures, and tracts in Chinese, being kept there, and at my giving 
regular instruction to the guards, in both Testam ents; so that many 
of them, according to the proportion of faith and grace given them, 
have made, and still do make, progress in the knowledge and fear of 
God.

Second; that I am now constantly accompanied in my walks 
among the people by Mrs. Bettelheim, for she is unwilling to allow 
me to go out alone since the assault made on me in January of last 
year, at which time I was rudely throwu out of a house in which I had 
entered. As you may not have heard the particulars of this aft’.iir, I 
here insert Mrs. B.’s account of what she saw, a translation of which 
was sent in to the authorities immediately after. I was in a shop on 
that day, Jan. 6th, when I heard several voices outside crying, “ Catch 
him ! Lay hold on him !” and soon after, in there rushed six or eight 
policemen, who roughly laid hold on me by the arms and legs. Recol­
lection failed, and 1 know not what they did to m e; but when my 
senses returned, 1 found myself on the ground m the street, tny body

D
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aching all over, and my legs paralized. Soon after my dear wife calne 
to my assistance, and this is her accoun t:—

“ Between three and four o’clock in the afternoon, our cook, out of 
breath, came telling me that my husband had met with some accident, 
and now lay on the ground in a public street. I immediately ran 
with him, and to my great distress really found it so; crowds of people 
were collected at the mouth of the wide road, leading to the great 
market, and my husband was lying on the ground, exposed to a hot 
sun, his clothes in great disorder, partly covered with dust and 
drenched with some colored liquid, and his cap and shoes off. On my 
approaching him, how great was my anguish to observe that he was 
insensible of my presence. But thanks be to God, he soon felt that I 
was near him, and the first words 1 heard him utter were, “ My back ! 
My back!” On my endeavoring to examine what hurt he might have 
received on the back, I soon saw he could npt turn round, nor bear 
any pressure on the affected part. In my distress, I ran into a house, 
begging a thick mat to lay him on. but the police and the overlookers 
beat the people off with great bamboos, and nobody dared to lend us 
any assistance ; on which I myself ran to a shop, dragging a mat with 
me, when a man took pity on me and helped me carry it. But who can 
describe my pain, when I observed that my dear husband could move 
neither hand nor foot! This heart-rending sight, and the groans of 
the Doctor on each attempt to raise him upon the mat, though failing 
for some time to soften the heart of our persecutors, at last induced 
them to permit a few men to come and perform the painful task. 
T h e  stirring- of the body was most tormenting, and a general shiver­
ing fit overtook my dear husband ; yet notwithstanding my alarm, my 
tears and prayers, and the heart-rending spasms, accompanied by 
groans, that now seized the Doctor, none dared to lend us any covering, 
or even bring straw to cover him with. I threw my cape over him, 
and our cook, who had accompanied me, finally got also permission 
to throw a gown over him. -Between trembling and fear, we thus 
were left upwards of an hour to suffer anguish and shame on the bare 
ground of the greatest thoroughfare in Napa. My dear husband, 
from the account he afterwards gave me, must have passed up­
wards of two hours in this dangerous position before I even had the 
slightest notice of what had befallen him. Every avenue of the road 
was crowded with hundreds of people, all of them beaten back with 
the blows of bamboos, unsparingly wielded by the police, the faces of 
not a few of whom I could perfectly identify, from their being our con­
stant guard as soon as we leave our residence. After a long time,
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they finally sent two men with some boards, hastily joined together 
with straw ropes. On this, under renewed acute pain, my husband 
was somewhat carefully lifted, though no more than two men werq 
allowed to carry this awkward palanquin. It may easily be imagined 
what was my own, and my husband’s agony during his uphill carriage 
home, and when he was lifted up the many steps which lead to our 
house and rooms.

“ I am thankful to add, that beyond the concussion arising from my 
dear husband being thrown into the midst of the street by six or eight 
men of the police force, and the laming and paralizing fright, which 
such a rude assault must naturally produce on such a nervous and 
overworked frame as that of my husband, no outward injury was 
discovered on him on being undressed. A warm bath and alcoholic 
lotions soon restored the flexibility of his joints. Acute pains in the 
lumbar region, and also in the whole vertebral column, have kept 
him in bed till last evening. This  morning, except a general lassi­
tude of the whole body, acute headache, and a marked paleness of 
the face, I am thankful to add that no other consequences of the as­
sault are observed.

“ Napa, January 8 t h ,  1850. E. M. B e t t e l h e i m .”

This  man, of whom I speak, was one of our guards, an intelligent 
young man, aged about twenty-two years, called Satchi Hama 
( i. e. Front Shore), nephew and namesake of a professor of Chris­
tianity, whose fate is recorded in the reports of the Lewchewan 
Naval Mission, was discovered by myself and Mrs. B. in a dark 
prison, the unfortunate man himself calling to us as we passed. W e 
found him with his feet put in the stocks, and bound to a heavy 
beam on the ground, so that he could not change his position. He 
stated that he was repeatedly beaten with a stick on the head, by 
order of the mandarins ; his food, of the worst condition, was gradual­
ly diminished ; and no tobacco or tea allowed him (a great privation 
for a Lewchewan); in short, that he was condemned to a lingering, 
ignominious death by beating and gradual starvation. And why ? 
Because he avowed his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He was daily 
urged to recant, but— a touching instance of Divine grance— he re­
mained faithful. He begged our aid, prayers, and books. On one 
of those he had studied in the guard-hut heing produced, to see the 
sufferer’s joy at it, to hear him repeat by heart several passages as 
soon as he caught sight of them, and listen to his prayer offered up 
with feeling earnestness to the God and Savior of man, left no doubt 
on our mind that Satchi Hama rationally believed in the Lord Jesus.
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Imagine our joy at this discovery, and our sorrow at his sufferings, 
a id more still at the utter impossibility of doing anything for him. 
W e could not hide from him, and in fact he alone saw it, that if the 
authorities were written to, his case would become still worse. All 
we could do was to comfort, relieve, and pray with our dear brother, 
and assure him, that as soon as a ship came he would find ready help. 
This happened Nov. 24th, 1850; and to show the sufferer’s state of 
mind at that time, it suffices to mention, that when I  offered to unloose 
his feet, at least for the hour we were with him, he would not have 
it done, saying “ his father had bound him, and he would not rebel.” 

December 29th, same year, we once more found it practicable to 
see the sufferer. He was greatly reduced in body, but the same in 
mind. He stated that he was declared mad ; his punishments, called 
‘ remedies to bring him to his senses,’ were regularly inflicted. Books, 
and whatever had been left with him, were taken from him ; as also 
every slip, anil a fan on which he had written some Christian sentences, 
and he was forced to read in Confucian books. We again consoled 
him with word and prayer, and with deep pain once more were oblig­
ed to tell him we could do nothing for his relief. His Confucian 
attachment to his family was quite overcome. He begged to be sent 
to England, and we joyfully engaged to do so as far as in us lay when­
ever a ship came. A third time, Jan. 26th, 1851, we again thought 
it possible to find our way to our brother. W e reached indeed the 
prison, but Satchi H im a was gone. His step-father stated he had 
been removed to the north of the island, because of illness. On being 
urged, for the consolation of the sufferer, to send him some books I 
had with me, he said, ‘ These bonks were declared, the cause and proof 
o f  his madness; how can I  dare accept them ?’

There was now nothing more to be lost, and I wrote a very re­
spectful letter, dated Jan. 27th, in which I laid the case before the 
authorities, and urgently requested immediate permission to see the 
convert; no answer was returned, a circumstance in itself sufficient 
to show that they knew and approved of what h id been done, even 
if we suppose that they had not ordered all things relative to this case. 
I then intimated to Satchi Hama, the father, that if he did not defini­
tively state the whereabouts of the convert, he would be made re­
sponsible for all consequences, as soon as a foreign ship arrived. 
Since then no trace of either father or son is to be found.

March 13th, 1851, we heard through our todzies of the death of 
the martyr. I say martyr, on the painful circumstances which myself 
and Mrs B were eye-witnesses of, and on the admission of the todzies,
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that he had been tortured on his hands and feet, though they added, 
this had been done to cure him of his madness.

I have prepared a petition to the English government on this case, 
with the sympathy natural to a missionary for his pupil in the faith, 
in a way, I hope, of which neither my grief nor duty have to be 
ashamed. But shall that suffice? Will not you, will not every mis­
sionary, will not every feeling man, who hears of this mournful event, 
make effort 10 prevent its recurrence ? Wherein does it differ from 
the atrocities committed in 1843 on a Christian convert in Constan­
tinople, except perhaps in the cunning with which Japan does, and 
will always, until humbled, hide her barbarities till accident betrays 
them to the foreigner? The Porte was remonstrated with and yield­
ed ¡11 1844. And shall Japan be permitted in 1851 to torture to 
death Christian converts in Lewchew, or to force Christians, who are 
wrecked on her shores, to trample 011 the cross, and to drag them 
over it if they refuse? Such ignominy, enforced by law, is a lasting 
stigma on all Christian powers? Japan must reject all overtures to 
commercial and social relations with the West as long as she continues 
in her contumelious proscription of the cross? Will not therefore 
diplomacy have gained the greater half of her just hopes 011 Japan 
by lending her countenance to the defense of the Christian creed f

Let tne discuss this point more fully. I f  England, America, France, 
and other maritime powers of the West, remain quiet, commerce 
will greatly suffer, and lives and goods be exposed to jeopardy, as 
hing as Japan remains locked up. But they know not how to get at 
it. Japan inexhaustible in dishonesty, rich in empty courtesy, and 
matured in every form of hypocrisy, may continue for many years to 
cover her perfidy against Christians, and persuade our governments 
that she is no enemy. She will— and already does— make effort not 
to be known for what she is. She stands aloof from all contact with 
Christians; she watches the Dutch in a little fortress ; and she can 
even afford playing the generous, whenever a European ship is wreck­
ed near her shores, while in reality she outrages misfortune and tram­
ples on the rights of nations.* T o  us here, however, it is no secret, 
that all foreigners arriving in a Japanese territory are, ipso fa c to , 
considered as prisoners of state, and being prohibited by law from

* A t p resen t c iv ilities to ships a rriv ing  in L ew chew  are already greatly  re ­
d uced . T h e  Boston bark  M erlin, they  ordered off: provisions, and even w ater 
can  be obtained only w ith  difficulty ; and w hereas, form erly they  reconciled 
dreaded cap tains bv ¡rood presen ts , now, pleading poverty , they  offer only pa­
per and fans.
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procuring, and natives from selling them daily necessaries, government 
makes a virtue of necessity, and if it do not amount to much, or they 
suppose the party will not pay without first ascertaining the price in 
the markets, as Capt. Glynn did,— they feed them for a few days 
gratis on the spoils robbed from the poor peasant. T h e  hungry 
suilor, ignorant of these facts, is charmed to get fed for nothing, and 
spreads praise where blame is due both to giver and receiver. Ilis 
first attempt to care for himself, as every man of honor ought, or the 
slightest approach to the people in any way whatever, would at once 
undeceive him as to the supposed politeness of the Lewchevvan au­
thorities.

Recently, Japan has also determined on the same eleemosynary 
trick. W e hear that they now begin to feed foreigners at Yedo and 
Matsumai, as well as at Napa, and that the last company of prisoners, 
liberated by the intrepidity of Capt. Glynn, spoke favorably (as far as 
eating goes) of Japan. Generosity shown where right is refused, is 
anything but a virtue ; nothing is to be hoped from it but what Japan 
devised it for— an indefinite delay of the day when her accounts with 
Christendom must be settled. And it is to be feared she will suc­
ceed, unless the question be considered from the only point of view 
where haughtiness and hatred of God, and of the name of Christians, 
forbid her to put on a mask. In respect of religion alone, the pride 
of Japan overbalances her cunning; and, judicially blinded by a 
righteous God, she lays open her vulnerable heel. 'I'wo hundred years 
ago, in the face of the Christian world, she dared to stamp, by law, 
the cross with infamy, and not knowing, or unwilling to know, the 
difference between Rome and Protestantism, she ventures in 1S51 to 
act on the same law, and punishes as a capital crime the confession 
of Christianity in Lewchew. Thus, while she has empty courtesy 
enough to cover, and polite evasions enough not to let her many igno­
minious acts against Christians be uncovered, she makes no secret of 
her penal code against all followers of Christ, fully aware that wes­
tern empires have hitherto cared more for national honor and gain than 
for the glory of God and religion. But let her now learn that Chris­
tendom has made progress, and spoken out its sympathies on behalf 
of a martyred co-religionist in T urkey ; that this power yielded to the 
just remonstrance, and that England— and we may add, America 
t0°— now ask and expect the like justice from Japan.

It came to no war with Turkey. T he  Porte, certainly with far 
greater military strength and higher claims to the rank of an Empire 
than Japan, was wise, and perhaps from fear also, became pist
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enough to listen to reason. She granted, or was obliged to grant re­
ligious toleration, and impliedly— as must always be the case where 
mind and heart are declared free— a large share of civil liberty to her 
own subjects as well as foreigners in her dominions. Now, who is 
Japan, with her ephemeral calico battlements cobbled round the 
heights of Yedo, when a Christian man-of-war wishes for a parley? 
What sort of power is this, that western states, once earnestly solicit­
ing toleration for their religion, should fear any other result, than 
those which their efforts obtained from the Sultan ?

The Porte, notwithstanding her conscientious scruples, fully sup­
ported by the Koran, against a foreign religion, had to submit. T he  
fabled saints, who originated the Confucian system, justly in doubt 
of its veracity, are very tolerant towards other creeds. Both China 
and Japan have long tolerated, the former Mohammedanism, and both 
of them Budhisrn, Rationalism, and other sects. Is C hristianity  
worse than Budhisrn ? Certainly not. But as it was in China, so 
now in Japan ; it is policy and not conscience that banishes the gospel, 
and fears its professors. W ill it, then, be unjust fo r  Christian policy 
to seek redress fro m  heathen policy fo r  an affront resting entirely on 
political grounds 1 China, brought to reason, chartered Christianity 
with the remarkable words fflj) fz k  5 S ,  " I t  persuades to what 
is good, and restrains evil.” She pleads that she never forbad Chris­
tianity, for how could she forbid what all western empires honor and 
magnify? Thus China herself declares that the dignity o f  all Chris­
tendom stands at stake as long as the gospel is excluded by law from  
any land. And shall we not tell Japan, what Taukwang himself ad­
mitted in his decree of toleration, that we are dishonored as Chris­
tians, so long as our creed is laid under embargo by any state ?

What is there to weaken the probability that Japan, subtle and 
far-seeing as she is, and with the fate of China before her doors, will 
venture to push it any further than to a serious threat; though it is 
equally certain, as facts already abundantly prove, that unless she 
see for a certainty that Christian powers are in earnest, she will con­
tinue unmanageable.

When England came forward to ask from Turkey freedom of con­
science for a co-religionist, nearly all Christian states joined her in 
the noble effort. Can they remain behind in the case of Japan? Will 
not all enlightened nations join their respective governments in a 
cause belonging alike to humanity and Christianity ? Will not China 
herself, when she sees Europe and America are determined, lend her 
aid, to bring her rival down to her own level, and thus wash off’ the
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humiliating stain with which Japan taunts her pride? Is it not like­
ly, at all events, that Japan, to ward off the storm threatening her, will 
deem it a prudent compromise to make Napa what Canton was be­
fore the war, to foreign commerce in China? Lewchew would then 
flourish, a central point in the western Pacific, where China, Japan 
and Chriestndom could meet with equal advantage to all, and hazard 
to none.

1 have now tried the question in its general bearings on moral and 
political justice. But will not this case of Satchi Hama be considered 
sufficient in itself to rouse Europe and America ? Or does the slow 
murder committed on a Lewchewan convert at Napa not cry as loud 
as the atrocities inflicted on a Greek at Biligik ? Will Christendom 
wait till renewed tales of Japanese barbarities, perpetrated on native 
believers, or perhaps even on Christian missionaries, will rouse them ? 
Japanese law declares it to be a capital crime to preach or believe 
the gospel. Not even the mighty name of England could secure a 
missionary against^dangerous personal assaults, till II. M.’s govern­
ment in October last condescended to declare that they took interest 
in him. Now that Japan has put her law into execution on a native 
believer, will she not be emboldened to greater atrocities, if this case 
is passed over in silence? O f  a truth there is a harvest ripening for 
the Christian church in Lewchew, but if western governments do not 
look to it, it will be a harvest for the —  torture. T he  writer can 
point at several instances of persons secretly removed, and whole 
families ruined in consequence of their favoring the Christian religion. 
The  sufferer now discovered justifies the suspicion that those persons 
likewise have undergone, or still undergo, ignominious severities be­
cause of their faith. Not to speak of the poor population, among whom 
I have found it possible to maintain a good degree of intercourse, 
and among whom there is a considerable number of individuals, who, 
though well instructed, and confessing themselves believers before 
the missionary and his wife, yet can not make open profession of their 
faith because of the terror of the torture; there have been, during 
nearly five years, upwards of two hundred of the class of the literati, 
serving by rotation in the guard-huts already referred to, and also as 
todzies ; among this body likewise, there is a good number of well in­
formed men, who own that the fate of some of their companions is the 
sole obstacle to their assuming the name of Christians.

Do not these facts call for the energetic intervention of govern­
ments? Even the non-intervention policy of Britain interfered, in 
a case where her religion and humanity urged her to express de­
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ference for the sufferer, and displeasure against the barbarities of the 
Koran. Will not England now stretch out her mighty arm, and slay 
similar revolting practices in Japan?

O brother, lend me your pen, your wisdom, your influence. You 
are an American— yet you are a son, say a grandson, of England. You 
can not remain indifferent, though this were a purely English case. 
But it is not. It is a case which appeals to every Christian, to every 
man. Unite your prayers with mine. Stir up and move the Christian 
world in America to petition government to take steps in Japan, or 
we shall never have done with our woeful reports from Lewchew. 1 
wish you all felt like Saul, on hearing the tiding of the men of Jabesh, 
when “ the Spirit of God came upon him, and his anger was kindled 
g r e a t l y a n d  he rested not till the reproach of Israel was washed 
away. Methinks no Christian will doubt but the Spirit of God men­
tioned in this place (1 Sam. xi. 6.), is the same Spirit of holiness, 
whose fruit is love, peace, longsufferitig, gentleness, and goodness. 
But as there are diversities of operations of the same Spirit, no won­
der, when wicked men get too daring, he should move to holy wrath 
even the souls under the altar, and make them cry out with a loud 
voice, “ How long, O Lord, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth ?” Tremble, Christian Reader ! 
You and I dwell also on the earth, and if our cry does not harmonize 
with those of the saints, slain for the testimony of Jesus, their cry 
will call down vengeance on us. Up then ! there is a time when the 
L imb of God is changed into the Lion of Judah, when the breath that 
gave life, and breathed the Spirit of grace on his disciples, is like a 
stream of brimstone; and there is a time when the followers of the 
meek Jesus may “ Be angry and sin not.”

Much will depend on the greater moral or spiritual aim likely 
to be obtained by resistance or submission to injury. T o  suffer with­
out aim, if one has power to resist, is folly So far from calling this 
faith, I call it tempting God. It is the same as willfully to expose 
one’s self to danger (which notwithstanding all assurances of Divine 
protection, our Lord (Matt. iv. 7.) declares to be sinful), or not to es­
cape from or resist injury, with means at hand, without an aim corre­
sponding to the magnitude of the sacrifitef we brinjj. I f  the same 
aim can be obtained by submission which is obtained by resistance, 
the choice would depend on the measure of faith. O nly when mine 
is obtained by resignation , then we. are called upon jo y fu lly  to suffi-r. 
I’aul refused the offer of liberty, because honor was dear to him. 
Moses chose rather to suffer affliction, for he had respect to the deli-
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verauce of a nation. W e must learn to suffer from Christ. He suffer­
ed fo r  us, leaving us an example, that when we do well («. c. the aim 
being good and corresponding), and suffer for it patiently, this is ac­
ceptable to God. Christ possessed of omnipotence, did not resist, but 
endured the cross fo r  the jo y  that was set before him. T h e  death of 
Christ, as his other sufferings, had proportionate aims. We should 
indeed be very cautious in playing at any occasion of suffering on the 
example of Christ. It loses its' dignity by applying it to every trifle, 
and the application is mostly false. Few instances, even of real mar­
tyrs for the faith, will bear a faint resemblance to it. Let us remem­
ber, “ Christ must needs have suffered ; it behooved Christ to suffer; 
Christ ought to have suffered:” but who else? Once Peter said, 
“  Lord, this shall not be done unto thee ;” but Christ told him, “ Get 
thee behind me, Satan, thou art an offense unto m e !” T h e  women 
bewared and lamented him, but he said, “ Weep not for m e !’’ 
A rtiarisee might well say, “ I f  thou be the Son of God, come down 
from the cross!” likewise priests and scribes, Tractarians and Soci* 
nians, “ If  he be the king of Israel, let him now come down from the 
cross and we will believe him.”

But those who feel their own sins, and the need of the atonement, 
can have only one opinion on the death of Christ. Had I passed 
the cross to which the Savior was nailed, and felt the despair of 
hell and the bliss of heaven combined in my bosom; had the speech 
of every tongue sat upon mine, and the joys and tears of the universe 
sparkled in my moistened eye, I would have cast myself on my knees 
before him, and with the piercing cry of the damned, and the shouting 
eloquence of blessed immortals, adjured him, “ Savior, Lord! Son of 
God, die! Die, O  Lord, or we perish! Nothing but the ruins of 
a world can save thee! By the holy love the Eternal Father bears 
thee and us, d i e ! By the hallelujahs awaiting thee from immortal 
choirs, die! By the groans and sorrows of the whole creation, die ! 
By the praise, into which every sigh shall turn, die ! Who shall save 
us, if thou refuse to die ? W hat shall cleanse and wash and make us 
white, but thy precious blood ? O, do not save thyself! Save a world 
and die!” Such would have been the prayer of every soul now prais­
ing Jesus’ name. Such are the aims of Christ’s death, as far as our 
feeble understandings can fathom the depths of Revelation.

Who knows what unrevealed schemes of Divine wisdom in the eter­
nal world are still connected with the great drama of salvation ! It is 
therefore bordering on impiety to transfer the example of the sull'er- 
ing ot the Savior beyond what Scripture applies it to. Its applica­
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tion is obviously limited also by other circumstances. He was to die 
as a cr im inal; he must be numbered with transgressors; he was to 
be judged and legally condemned ; it was necessary that both Jew and 
Gentile should have a share in his condemnation ; he was to die in a 
certain manner (to be lifted up), at a certain place, and a certain time ; 
and he had besides to fulfill many other prophetical circumstances 
at his trial as well as his death. Hence he could not, and would not 
die by the fury of the people; hence his many miraculous and inten­
tional escapes; none laid, none could lay hands on him ; he could not 
be s toned; he could not be cast down the brow of a hill ; neither men 
nor the prince of this world had power over him, till his hour and all 
other required circumstances met. Christians, therefore, so far from 
encouraging one another to suffering (except in positions exactly cor­
responding to those which the Apostles quoted his example for), must 
rather learn from Christ to avoid injury (John vii. 1.) as he often did, 
going through the midst of his enemies, escaping out of their hands, 
&c.,  till the unavoidable hour comes, when, having well counted the 
cost, they also are able to say, “ But fo r  this cause came I unto this 
hour.”

But, you will say, Resist when you are a t tacked; but when the 
case is over, Christianity calls upon tis to love our enemies, to forgive 
them, blessing for cursing, avenge not yourselves, give place to wrath ; 
and so on. My dear Christian Reasoner, believe me, thou canst not 
more delight in forgiveness than one to whom the ministry of recon­
ciliation is committed. T o  whom much is forgiven, the same loveth 
much and forgiveth much. Both the humble plaintiff, and the exalted 
soul ofSatchi Hama, with pleasure forgive, as God has forgiven us 
for Christ’s sake. But remember the forgiveness of God in Christ 
has a condition and an aim. T h e  condition is repentance, the aim 
sin no more. “ I f  thy brother repent, forgive h i m ; ” and wilt thou 
forgive an enemy though he repent not? “ Repent for the remission 
of s in s . . .  .Repent and your sins will be blotted out.” For any other 
forgiveness I have no Scripture. He who thinks that Christ on the cross, 
praying for his enemies, “ Father forgive them,” prayed upon any 
other terms than that of repentance, preaches another gospel than that 
taught by him and his apostles. T o  seek in a fit o f  wrath redress 
for an injury suffered, to seek redress merely to render evil for evil, 
is vengeance; it prevents repentance in the offender, and must be left 
to the day of righteous retribution. But to render good for evil, to 
punish evil to prevent its recurrence, is justice, without which the 
world in this dispensation can not be carried on I f  I am not to suf-
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fer sin on my brother, shall I say that a Christian government is not <)f 
Scripture if it remonstrates with an enemy for a murder committed on 
a convert? Just remonstrance is as much a missionary duty as a 
law of equity, which nothing but a tardy, selfish prudence will counsel 
to avoid. He who would advise to let heathen tyrants remain un­
reproved and unthreatened for flagrant guilt, had certainly better 
scratch out the great missionary commission from the Bible. T o  
preach to men the duty of repentance, and let them go on murdering 
those who repent is madness, Christian states are intrusted with 
power by God to repress evil, whether at home or abroad, and far as 
I would be from preaching a crusade against Japan, I am sure every 
possible exertion of power to restrain her manifest guilt, will show 
much more of Christian zeal for God and truth than that constant 
cant of a lethargic charity, harping away on the two three or words, 
“ patience, forbearance, forgiveness,” in the face of all the conditions 
on which Scripture as well as reason can offer them. It  is also an­
other thing to forgive an occasional wrong, or an offense committed 
in self-forgetfulness, and another thing to give the benefit of Chris­
tian forbearance to cunning, scheming'rulers, whose laws bid them 
murder a convert. Surely for such there was no city of refuge pro­
vided under Moses, and it is at most an injudicious weakness to plac^ 
them under the segis of Christian mercy. Will not that part of the 
Japanese code, wherein Christianity is proscribed, and foreigners 
declared an abomination, be mended, and not rather strengthened by 
all who patiently submit to it? Kindness, that sweet word understood 
all over the world, is purposely proscribed in Japan, if offered by a 
foreigner. T he  more they know the susceptibility of the human heart 
for it, the more they resist it. T he  most advantageous offers have 
been made them by foreign governments ; they have proudly refused 
them, and most severe punishments are exacted on suffering natives 
if they accept relief from a foreign hand. Japan has placed herself 
by law and statute out of the reach of goodness and reason, and 
nothing but plain justice will ever find a way to her.

My dear brother, I should certainly not have entered here on any 
of these topics, did I not know that there is a set of men in Chris­
tian countries, who are ready to decry as somewhat worse than un- 
apostolical any step a missionary takes contrary to their views of 
blessed repose, in which they are greatly confirmed by the practical 
ease it affords them. T o  S u c h  people I t h o u g h t  it right to  show that 
if I make effort, and beg others to do the same in order to induce 
Christian governments to stay the atrocities o f  Japan and Lewchew,

■If) Letter from  Duct liettelheinr.
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T have not done so without having studied the question in the lighf 
of Scripture and reason, and with full persuasion that I am as far from 
a spirit of persecution, as I am from a wish of being persecuted.

I am not ashamed to confess, that though a missionary, I feel bit­
ter against Japan, like a mother bereaved of her only ch i ld ; and I am 
not afraid to add, such a state of feeling is in perfect harmony with 
the gospel of love. I f  Jesus scourged hypocritical sacrifice-sellers out 
of the temple of his Father, who will not lift up his lash, his pen, his 
arm of power against those who destroy the temple of God, who sa­
crifice a Christian convert to Moloch, ruthless, murderous, tyrannical, 
Japanese law! I  would always feel more tenderly for the household 
of faith than for heathen, and would be sure that my religion is wrong 
if it did not lead me to protest against the oppressor, and plead for 
the oppressed.

Finally, my brother, I beseech you not to feel grieved at the foolish 
reports designing men now and then circulate about us. Opinionum  
cnmmenta dclet dies, nonsense is ephemeral. W e were reported to 
be dead four years ago, and behold we live and joy in God. Let not 
your heart be troubled. Be ye sure that the kingdom of God is come 
nigh to the Lewchewans; this is all we care about, and so much we 
may say, “ notwithstanding they received us not.” (Lukex. 11.) Whi­
thersoever the Spirit is to go, thither the wheels move and roll on. 
Jesus sent messengers before his face into every place whither he 
himself would come; and nowadays, when the attention of the.Church 
and her labors are directed anywhere, a tide of unmistakeable pro­
vidences sets in her train, and the kingdom of God is nigh. Call ye 
therefore upon the Lord while he is near. Let special prayer-meet- 
ings be held for Japan and Lewchew, that their redemption may 
draw nigh. This little sea-girt kingdom shall yet see the salvation 
of Israel, and prove, I humbly hope, a door of entrance to Japan, a 
door of hope for that house of Satan. It may one day become famous 
as a resort for invalids, who will here find a pleasant climate; and 
also as a stopping-place between California and Shanghai. And 
pray for me also, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known 
the mystery of the gospel of Christ, for which I am an ambassador still 
in bonds, and that both of us be delivered from unreasonable men, who 
being past feeling, pierce us with many sorrows, besides the griefs 
and cares daily befalling us here. I pray to God that they do no evil, 
and that we be kept from evil, and directed into the patient waiting 
for Christ. W e also pray always for you, that our God would ever­
more count you worthy of fulfilling all his good pleasure in China,



42 Letter from  Doet. Bettelheim,

that the work of faith, and fame and benefit of your hospital may be 
established with power— that where you remove a stone, a heart of flesh 
may be given ; and where you open an eye, light and life may be seen, 
that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified.

Your affectionate brother,
B. J. B e t t e l h e i m .


