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March 22nd, 2012 

Persons Present:  Alexandra Mouche’ (interviewer) 

Dakshesh Gajjar (research assistant/interviewer) 

Jivraj Kardiya (Narrator) 

(Dakshesh) N1F[X  o TDF~ GFD X]\ K[ m 
What is your name? 

 
(Jivraj) HLJZFHEF. o DFZ]\ GFD HLJZFHEF. J[,HLEF. SFZ0LIF  K[ 
  My name is Jivrajbhai Veljibhai Kardiya.  
 
(D) N1F[X o  TDFZM HgD SIF\ VG[ SIFZ[ YIM m 

When and where were you born? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o DFZM HgD !)5Z E\0]ZLDF\ YIM   

I was born in Bhanduri in 1952. 
 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL S[8,L 5[-LYL VCL\ ZC[ K[ m 
How many generations of your family have lived here? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o VDFZL ;FT 5[-LYL VCL\ ZCLV[ KLV[  

 We have lived here for 7 generations. 
 
(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL GFG56GL S[8,LS J:T] TDG[ IFN K[ m 

What memories do you have from your childhood? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o AF/56GL 36L AWL J:T] IFN  K[ AF/56DF\ ZDTF  

XF/FDF\ E6JF HTF ZFHSM8DF\ RFZ JZ; E^IM !! WMZ6 ;]WL VeIF; 
SIM" P  
I have a lot of memories of my childhood. We use to 
play, go to school, and I studied in Rajkot for 4 years. I 
studied until 11 grade.   

 
(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF ,uG SIFZ[ YIF m S[8,F AF/SM m  
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When was your wedding?  How many children do you 
have? 

   
(J) HLJZFHEF. o DFZF ,uGG[ !)*_DF\ YIFP 5F\R AF/SM  K[  

I got married in 1970 and I have 5 children. 
 

(D) N1F[X o    TD[ VeIF; S[8,M SIF"[ m 
How many years of study have you completed? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o D[ WMP !!  ;]WL VeIF; SIM "  

Until 11th standard.  
 
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ B[TL S. ZLT[ XLbIF m 

How did you learn how to farm? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o B[TL VDFZF J0JFVM SZTF T[DGF ;CSFZYL VG[  

T[DGL ;}h 5|DF6[ XLbIFP DFTFvl5TF AWF B[TL H SZTFP 
The elders of our family use to farm, and under their 
guidance and help I learned farming. My father and 
mother also use to farm.  

 
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ B[TL S[8,F JZ;YL  SZM KM m 

For how many years have you been farming? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o VD[ #_ JZ;YL  B[TL SZLV[ KLV[  
    For the past 30 years.  
 
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ B[TL SZTF CTF tIFZ[ S[JM 5FS YTM CTM m 

In the past what crops did you grow? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o VD[ B[TL SZTF CTF tIFZ[ DUO/L4 3p\  

AFHZM4 R6F4 0]U/L4 T, VF AWF 5FSM B[TLDF\YL ,[TF  
When we farmed we grew groundnut, wheat, millet, 
chickpea, onion, sesame etc. 

 
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ B[TL X~ SZL  tIFZ[ S[JF VMHFZM JF5ZTF m 

When you started farming what kind of tools did you 
use? 
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(J) HLJZFHEF. o B[TLDF\ A/NYL RF,TF ;FYL UF0] V[8,[ A/NYL  
RF,TF UF0FGM p5IMU SZTFP  
In farming we used bullocks and bullock carts.   

 
(D) N1F[X o   VtIFZ[ S[J[F 5FS ,M KM m 

What crops do you grow now? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o VtIFZ[  DUO/L4 T[,LALIF4 3p\4 T, JU[Z[ 5FS  

,.V[ KLV[   
Nowadays we grow groundnut, oily seeds, wheat, 
sesame etc. 

 
(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL B[TL SZJFGL ZLT S[JL CTL m 

 How did you farm in the past? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o X~VFTDF\ N[XL 5wwlTYL B[TL SZTF CTF B[TL DF6;  

§FZF SZTF VtIFZ[ IF\l+S ;FWGMYL SZLV[ KLV[P 
In the beginning we used local methods for farming. 
Men were used for farming, now machines have 
replaced men. 

 
(D) N1F[X o  TD[   SM. ;\:YF ;FY[ HM0FI[,F KM m 

Do you belong to any organizations? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o 36L AWL  ;\:YF ;FY[ HM0FI[,F KLV[ B[TLG[ ,UTL H[  

;\:YF ;ZSFZ TZOYL VFtDF 5|MH[S8 RF,[ K[ T[DF\ HM0FI[,M K]\ OFD"Z 
S,A RF,[ K[ T[DF\ C]\ 5|[;L0g8 K]\ D[3, SMZ U|]5DF\ 56  HM0FI[,F[ K] 
VCLGL 58[, ;DFH K[ T[DF\ ;\S/FI[,M K]\  
I am a part of many organizations. Schemes related to 
farming run by the government like Atma Project, I a 
member of that. I am the president of Farmers Club. 
Also I am a part of the Meghal Core Group and also a 
part of the Patel Community.  
  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ SIF WD" ;FY[ ;\S/FI[,F KM m 
 What religion do you belong to? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o C]\ J{Q6J  WD" ;FY[ ;\S/FI[,F[ K]\  
  I belong to the Vaishnav religion. 
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(D) N1F[X o  TDG[ SM. XMB K[ BZM m 
Do you have any hobbies? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o ;[JF SZJFGM XMB K[ GF8S4 ;\ULT  JU[Z[GM XMB K[P 

Social service is my hobby. I also like music and 
drama. 

 
(D) N1F[X o   TD[ D[3, GNL lJX[ X]\ lJRFZM KM m 

What do you think about the Meghal River? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o D[3,  GNL HLJ\T 5|JFC CTM E\0]ZL UFDDF\ TM VD]S  

S]JF CTF AFZ[ DlCGF T[GM 5|JFC RF,TM H ZC[TM BF,L VF9 NX DlCGF 
S}JF E\0]ZL UFDDF\ CTF S}JFGL ;\bIF  JWTL U. p\0F pTZTF UIF T[D 
D[3,G]\ :TZ 38T]\ UI]\ T[GM 5|JFC ;}SFTM UIM lNJF/L ;]WL VG[ 5KL A[ 
+6 DlCGF RF,[ VG[ OZL RMD;]\ VFJ[ tIFZ[ OZL SMZ]\ S8 H CMI 
The Meghal River was alive at some point of time. In 
Bhanduri village there were some wells with water 
around the year. The number of wells kept increasing 
and the wells kept going deeper and deeper, hence the 
river started drying. Water from the monsoon lasted for 
2 or 3 months after Diwali, and by the time the 
monsoon arrived next year the river would be 
completely dry.  
  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ GFGF CTF tIFZ[ D[3, GNL S[JL CTL m 
When you were little, what was the Meghal River like? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o D[3, GNL EZ5}Z CTL AFZ[DF; JC[TL CTL ;FD[ SF\9[   

HJF DF8[ 56 0}AL HFI T[8,]\ 5F6L ZC[T]\ RFZ YL 5F\R O}8 5F6L EZ[,]\ H 
ZC[T]\  
Meghal River was full of water all around the year. 
There would be 4 to 5 feet water in the river. People 
would drown if they tried to cross the river on foot.  

 
(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF DF8[ 5F6L S[8,]\ DCtJG]\  K[ m 

How is water important to you? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o 5F6L VDFZF DF8[ B]A DCtJG]\ K[ 5F6L TM HLJG K[  

5F6LYL H VF AW]\ RF,[ K[ B[0}T DF8[ HLJFNMZL K[ 
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Water is extremely essential for us. Water is life. 
Everything happens due to water, and for farmers water 
is a lifeline.  

 
(D) N1F[X o  D[3, GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[ X]\ YI]\ m 

When the Meghal River dried up, what happened? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF.      o D[3, GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[ B[0}TM B}A CTFX Y. UFI NZ[S HLJM 5Z B}A 

V;Z Y. 5X]VM DF8[ RFZFGL B[\R Y. T[YL 5X]WG GA/]\ 50I]\  
When the Meghal River dried up, farmers got 
depressed. Every living being was affected. There was a 
shortage of fodder for cattle’s and there was a lost of 
cattle.  

 
(D) N1F[X o  D[3, GNL ;}SF. T[GL  TDFZF HLJG 5Z S[JL V;Z   

Y.  m 
When the Meghal River dried up, what effect did this 
have on your life? 
 

(J) HLJZFHEF. o VDFZF HLJG 5Z 36L V;Z Y. V[ V;Z IFN  
SZLV[ tIFZ[ 36]\ N]oB  YT]\ IF\l+S B[TLDF\ 85S 5wWlT VFJL AWL B[TLG[ 
lC;FA[ VF AW]\ RF,[ K[P 
Our lives were badly affected, so we feel sad when we 
think about it. In mechanical farming the drip irrigation 
was introduced. All this is happening because of 
farming. 
 

(D) N1F[X o  D[3, GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[ TDFZF S]\8]\A VG[ UFD0F  
5Z S[JL V;Z Y.   m 
When the river dried up, what effect did it have on your 
family and village?  

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o 36L AWL  V;Z Y. V[GFYL VDFZ[ HLJG HLJJF  

DF8[ SZS;Z SZJL 50L VFJSGF ;FWGMDF\ H[ pt5FNG YT]\ T[GF 5Z DF9L 
V;Z Y. VFJSG]\ 5|DF6 38I]\ AF/SMG[ E6FJJF DF8[ UFD0FGL XF/FDF\  
D}SJF 50IF  
The effect was bad. We had to live our life on very little 
money. The source of income was affected and income 
decreased. Children had to be sent to a village school 
for education. 
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(D) N1F[X o  GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[ B[TL DF8[  5F6LGL  jIJ:YF TD[  

S[JL ZLT[ SZTF  m 
When the river dried up how did you get water for 
farming? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o S]JFDF\YL SZTF  DXLGM R,FJTF VM., V[gHLG  

§FZF S]JFDF\YL 5F6L B[\RL R,FJTF  
From the wells, machines and oil engines were used to 
get water out of the wells. 

 
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ 5NIF+F4 X[ZLGF8SDF\  ,MS0FIZFDF\  EFU ,LWF[  

K[ m 
How did you hear about the footmarch, streetplays, and 
public performances? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o UFDDF\ VFJF AWF SFI"S|DM YFI tIFZ[  VD[ H.V[  

,MS0FIZFDF\ H.V[ EJF.  D\0/DF\ H.V[ V[GF lC;FA[ bIF, VFjIMP 
We use to attend these programs when they were held 
in the village; we went to lokdayra (public 
performances) and Bhavai Mandal (drama). We learned 
things from them. 
 

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ VF AWL 5|J'lTDF\  EFU ,LWM CTM m 
Did you participate in these activities? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o  GF8SDF\4 5NIF+FDF\ EFU ,LWM CTM  
  I participated in drama and footmarch. 
 
(D) N1F[X o  VF 5|J'lT[GL V;Z TDFZF HLJG 5Z S[JL 50L m 

What effect did these activities have on you? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o VF 5|J'lTYL DFGl;S VFG\N VFJ[ VG[ H[ AWL 5|J'lTYL  

VF56G[ S\. 8[gXG G ZC[ VG[ VFG\N VFJ[ 
Due to all these activities we were entertained and our 
worries went away for sometime.  
 

(D) N1F[X o  ZMH 5F6L ARFJJF DF8[ X]\ SZM KM  m 
What do you do everyday to save water? 
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(J) HLJZFHEF. o B[TLGL V\NZ H[ 5F.5 ,F.GM S[ H[ WMZLIF SZJF  

50TF T[GL HuIFV[ 5LJL;LGF 5F.5M OL8 SZL  HM.TF 5|DF6DF\ 5FSG[ 
5F6L D/[ VG[ BM8M AUF0 G YFI T[JF p5FIM SZL E[H G ;}SF. T[ DF8[ 
V[JM SM. V[JM S}DRM CMI V[8,[ S[ 0:84 5F\N0 S[ 3p\GM S}JF0 CMI T[ T[GF 
5Z KF\8L N.V[ KLV[P 
Earlier in farming pipes were used and Dhoriya WMZLIF 
were made. Now dhoriya have been replaced by PVC 
pipes, due to which the crops get adequate water and 
avoid wastage of water. To avoid the moisture from 
evaporating, the pipes are covered by dust; leaves and 
wheat dust.  
 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF NFNF B[TL SZTF tIFZ[  5F6LGM  p5IMU  S[JL  
ZLT[ SZTF m 
How did your grandfather use water for farming? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o SM;YL VG[ Z[8YL 5F6LGM p5IMU  SZTF 
  They used a leather bag to get water. 
 
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ VtIFZ[ B[TLDF\  5F6LGM p5IMU S[JL ZLT[ SZM  

KM m 
How do you use water now for farming? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o VtIFZ[ VD[ lJW]T DM8ZMYL 5F6LGM p5IMU SZLV[  

KLV[P  
  Now we use an electric motor to get water. 
 
(D) N1F[X o  H, ARFJ 5wWlT lJX[ TD[ X]\ HF6M KM m 

What do you know about water conservation methods? 
 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o H, ARFJ 5wWlTYL VMKF 5F6LDF\ JWFZ[ 5FS ,[JFI  

VMKF 5F6LYL H[ 5FS ,[JFTF CMI  T[G[ JW] 5;\N SZLV[ T,4HLZ]\ DF\ 
5F6L VMK]\ HM.V[ 
With water conservation methods, more crops can be 
grown in less water and we prefer growing sesame and 
cumin because they need less water to grow. 

 
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ H/ ARFJ ;lDlT 5F;[ TD[ X]\  VFXF ZFBM  KMm  
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What are your expectations of the water conservation 
committee? 

 
(J) HLJZFHEF. o H, ARFJ ;lDlT §FZF VMKF 5F6LGL B[TL V5GFJFI  

VG[ V[GM E[H JWFZ[ H/JFI4 AMZLA\W SZFI 5F6LGM ;\U|C YFI TM T/ 
p\R]\ VFJ[ TM T[GM ,FE B[0}TMG[ YFIP  
Crops requiring less water should be grown and the 
moisture should be conserved. Boribands should be 
built and water should be collected so that water level 
rises and farmers can benefit from it. This is what I 
expect from water conservation committee. 

   
(D) N1F[X o  H/ ARFJ ;DLTL  H[  SFI" SZ[ K[ T[  S[8,]\ V;ZSFZS  K[ m 

How effective has been the efforts of water 
conservation committee has been? 
 

(J) HLJZFHEF. o AC] HMZNFZ V;ZSFZS K[ NZ[SGF OFINF H K[P 
The effect has been great, everyone had benefited from 
it. 

 
(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL HL\JGGL  SM. V[JL  JFT S[ H[  TD[ VDG[   

SC[JF  DF\UTF CMIm  
Do you have anything you would like to say about your 
life? 
 

(J) HLJZFHEF. o HL\NULDF\ H[ K[ T[ AW]\ B]<,]\ K[ 
Everything in my life is open (I have nothing to hide). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


