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Persons Present: Alexandra Mouche’ (interviewer)
Dakshesh Gajjar (research assistant/interviewer)
Jivraj Kardiya (Narrator)

(Dakshesh) géia.  : dMI3 U4 469 7
What is your name?

(Jivraj) #lazigeis : w1 A AlaR el dazlons sislal €
My name is Jivrajbhai Veljibhai Kardiya.

(D) s : AHLRL %= 5UL 24 512 YUl ?
When and where were you born?

(J) Aariges : HIRL % LR eiglul Udl
I was born in Bhanduri in 1952.

(D) & : dxL] seedl Wl »1él R 9 ?
How many generations of your family have lived here?

(J) Aariges : 1L Al Ul 216] €l Sl
We have lived here for 7 generations.

(D) & : ML Alustl 32¢lls dg, dun ule €9 ?
What memories do you have from your childhood?

(J) laizeus : opnuR-{l aefl otell dg Ale € sUNURHL ML
ML HRLAL %l U SIeHL AL AU MRl 19 4l Yl el
sl
I have a lot of memories of my childhood. We use to
play, go to school, and I studied in Rajkot for 4 years. |
studied until 11 grade.

(D) s : AHLRL @ $u1R AL ? Sedl olusl ?
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When was your wedding? How many children do you
have?

(J) AazieHls : HIRL @ L 90ML YUL. Ui olasl €
I got married in 1970 and I have 5 children.

(D) s : A AU 2l sul ?
How many years of study have you completed?

(J) a1 : Hal 19 Yol vteu sdl’
Until 11™ standard.

(D) & : aAf vl 59 Fa ollva ?
How did you learn how to farm?

(J) a1 : Uil 21 ASaAAL 3l dHAL Aesl Y] i
anl 405 wHISL 2l Hidl—[UdL oral vidl o sl
The elders of our family use to farm, and under their
guidance and help I learned farming. My father and
mother also use to farm.

(D) s : dfl vidl 3eal aruedl sl ?
For how many years have you been farming?

(J) a1 : 28 30 a2l Wdl 5312 ¢l
For the past 30 years.
(D) s : df vidl sl edl LR 3ol uLs Adl edl ?

In the past what crops did you grow?

(J) AazieHls : 27 Ul 53l edl AR Hasull, 4G
ollos L, AR, UL, det 241 eal wisl vidlHigl ddl
When we farmed we grew groundnut, wheat, millet,
chickpea, onion, sesame etc.

(D) s : df vidl 23 531 IR 3al iRl dturdl ?
When you started farming what kind of tools did you
use?
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(J) AazieHls : vidlui otoee] A1l ALel dug vied oloedl
Aletdl dUSLeL GUALdL 52l
In farming we used bullocks and bullock carts.

(D) s : AL 3L LS @l el ?
What crops do you grow now?

(J) a1 : Al HAsHll, ddlellan, 9B, dd adll us
adul ¢l
Nowadays we grow groundnut, oily seeds, wheat,
sesame etc.

(D) s&al : xR ¥l s2aul Ad 3ell ol ?

How did you farm in the past?

(J) a1 : 32UdHl 22l weEladl vidl s3dl sdl vidl His
LR 53l AR 4iBLs ezl 53151l
In the beginning we used local methods for farming.
Men were used for farming, now machines have
replaced men.

(D) s : df sl waL A1 AisI1AaL 9L ?
Do you belong to any organizations?

(J) AazieHls : gl oefl el A1 FisiAal el dla qoatdl ¥
AU ARSI AR5 ML Ui s2 ALA B AUl AISIAEL ¢ 5143
560l ALA O dHl ¢ AAlsw2 ¢§ HEe 51 YUHI ULl AISIAEL ¢
Sl uee AHLr B dul Asouddl
I am a part of many organizations. Schemes related to
farming run by the government like Atma Project, I a
member of that. [ am the president of Farmers Club.
Also I am a part of the Meghal Core Group and also a
part of the Patel Community.

(D) s : dA® suL g3 A1A sl ol ?
What religion do you belong to?

(J) AazieHls : ¢ dmala 9+ A1 A5l ¢
I belong to the Vaishnav religion.
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AL $165 Al €9 vl ?

Do you have any hobbies?

Al sl WM 8 ALes, Adlld AL WL 6.

Social service is my hobby. I also like music and
drama.

d# Hee gl (A9l 9f [l el ?
What do you think about the Meghal River?

Ao gl Aldd Uals sdl igl dUHUL dl 2145

Sl Sl 6l H[RAL dell Hale Aletdl o &l vuel s sl |-l
sal eigl ouHul edl sall dval qadl 2 Gst Gddl AUl du
Heeld, 2R g o1y dtl Hals Ysidl ol [Batoll Yol 2 uesl 6
AL HRAL AL 21 53 A4 20 AR 530 51T 52 % el

The Meghal River was alive at some point of time. In
Bhanduri village there were some wells with water
around the year. The number of wells kept increasing
and the wells kept going deeper and deeper, hence the
river started drying. Water from the monsoon lasted for
2 or 3 months after Diwali, and by the time the
monsoon arrived next year the river would be
completely dry.

A ALl gl LR Hud Al 3ol ol ?
When you were little, what was the Meghal River like?

Ayd Adel YR sdl 1A addl edl A sid

ogatl Hie Ul Sofl oy deg uiell 2ed AR ol uin g2 well 1g »
g,

Meghal River was full of water all around the year.
There would be 4 to 5 feet water in the river. People
would drown if they tried to cross the river on foot.

dAHLL ML uell Sed Mecd €97
How is water important to you?

w8l 24111 ML vol Hecdd © Uil di ofla-d &
wiellell o 2L 618, A4 €9 visd Hi2 Aalel]l ©
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Water is extremely essential for us. Water is life.
Everything happens due to water, and for farmers water
is a lifeline.

A Ael ystd oS R g 6y ?
When the Meghal River dried up, what happened?

Heet Agl Y51 OS5 AL TLSdl Yot sdlgl 4 U 83 5 ldl UR Vot
AR AT UYL L2 AR 1AL i 255 A2l ugan Aoy usy

When the Meghal River dried up, farmers got
depressed. Every living being was affected. There was a
shortage of fodder for cattle’s and there was a lost of
cattle.

Aud Ael Yo ddl duil oflad uR 3dl =192

qg 7

When the Meghal River dried up, what effect did this
have on your life?

AHLRL %l U2 8ell AR A5 2 AR Ule

s¥L AUR 4 gt ag dilBis vidlal eus ueala wudl ol vidl
(1161 211 61, 214 9.

Our lives were badly affected, so we feel sad when we
think about it. In mechanical farming the drip irrigation
was introduced. All this is happening because of
farming.

A Agl YsLS 0L UL dHLRL 61 Al dUMSL

Y2 sdl w2 A ?

When the river dried up, what effect did it have on your
family and village?

goll otell AR a4 el 1R %las Flaal

HI2 535U sl US| 2ALaAseL AL % Geuledt Ag Al U 18l
AR U LS, UHIGL By, 6lLoLsIA MRl HI2 duHSIH] aLouHi
CECTRICUIL

The effect was bad. We had to live our life on very little
money. The source of income was affected and income
decreased. Children had to be sent to a village school
for education.
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gl ysid A R vidl w2 ulldl @aal dan

5l Ad s ?

When the river dried up how did you get water for
farming?

szl 53l ell-l Aalddl 24154 Sl

gl garmigl wiell vizl 2aiadl

From the wells, machines and oil engines were used to
get water out of the wells.

¥ wedloll, ANAesHL dlsSlML @aL dlal

07

How did you hear about the footmarch, streetplays, and
public performances?

AUHUL VLl AAL SILSHL A AU A w5

ALSSIARUML %5 HALS HSUUL ASHL VAL [BALGL vAIet 2L
We use to attend these programs when they were held
in the village; we went to lokdayra (public
performances) and Bhavai Mandal (drama). We learned
things from them.

d# L eefl uglaui ool dlal edl ?
Did you participate in these activities?

AlesHl, el lMl ¢l dlel edl
I participated in drama and footmarch.

2L Ul AR dHIL Flad U 5l usl ?
What effect did these activities have on you?

UL Ul WS 2t-e 2ud 204 % ol uglal

ALYRLA $9 22 A & VA DlUAE VA

Due to all these activities we were entertained and our
worries went away for sometime.

o vl olaaal v g sl ?
What do you do everyday to save water?
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vidldl ie & wdu als-l 3 ¥ aldla s2al

usdl d-l ozt Yl uisul gle s3I ASdL wHLHL s
Rl HA A vilel 61oUS L Ul dal Bl s ¢y A YIS d 1R
2l 51 Al $HAUL eld 2ed § S22, uies 3 4Bl $aUS ¢ld d d-ll
U 912l e el

Earlier in farming pipes were used and Dhoriya i34l
were made. Now dhoriya have been replaced by PVC
pipes, due to which the crops get adequate water and
avoid wastage of water. To avoid the moisture from
evaporating, the pipes are covered by dust; leaves and
wheat dust.

dutt etel Bl sl &l welldl Gualal 3dl
Ad s2dL?
How did your grandfather use water for farming?

stuell vt 22l wiell-l Guylal sl
They used a leather bag to get water.

A 2l Wl welldl Guaiol 3dl Jla 521
el ?
How do you use water now for farming?

AL 244 [Agd Hiel welll Gualol 5313
.
Now we use an electric motor to get water.

et o119, vEala (A9 dH g oLl el ?
What do you know about water conservation methods?

et of1e wer el il wiellHi asil uis daly

291 wiellell % uls Aaldl ld dd 4y ude s det, AT Ul
w1l 211eg slSat

With water conservation methods, more crops can be
grown in less water and we prefer growing sesame and
cumin because they need less water to grow.

A o0 e2la AR LA AR g el vl €917
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What are your expectations of the water conservation
committee?

et o2l AR gl 2491 wrellel vidl 2u-icuy

2 el Ay QaL g, ol 1ol 51 WRlll AAS AU dl dn
32 209 dll Arll @G VISl 2.

Crops requiring less water should be grown and the
moisture should be conserved. Boribands should be
built and water should be collected so that water level
rises and farmers can benefit from it. This is what I
expect from water conservation committee.

g oAl AHdL ¥ 51d 52 9 d Bed USRS © 7
How effective has been the efforts of water
conservation committee has been?

Ol AIRELR USRS O €571l S1UEL % .
The effect has been great, everyone had benefited from
it.

ALl Al sl il did 3 % dd =14

s34l Hidldl slu?

Do you have anything you would like to say about your
life?

oflealHi ¥ 9 d 61f vied ©
Everything in my life is open (I have nothing to hide).



