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Jhara Exemption for Jagirde.r-s in Chainpur 

Subedar U jir Singh Khatri, a resident o:f Chainpur in Pallokirat ' submitted the following petition to Prime Minister BirShumshere: 

"After the king of Gorkha conquered Pallokirat the
Bhote enemies attacked the Gorkhalis.· At that time,
our grandfather, Khatri Chhetri, killed a (Bhote) 

... Kaji known as Debu Tolma and reported the matter to His
Majesty. His Majesty thereupon ordered our grandfatte r 
to build three forts in that area and maintain them.
Accordingly, he built three forts at Chainpur, and also 
set up a Shrine (maulo) and a court ( adalat) • 

"Because labor services were required to keep -the
forts, the meulo and the adaJ at. in proper conditi on 
ryots living in the f'_rec.�s under our jurisdiction we� 
exempted from the ob ligation to provide jhara labor for
other purposes. We have all long been discharging these 
responsibilities. 

. • . •  .J 

"In'·
,-·

the Vikrama year 1937 (A.D
. 

. 188o), Captain Hastabir
Karki Chhetri was sent to revise the revenue settlement
(mahajanch) in Pallokirat. He recommended to the government
that half of th e  ryots assigned for the maintenance of 
the Y angrup and Yangnam forts in Chainpur be made liable 
to meet jhara obligation, and the rest retained for work 
in the forts. The government accepted the recommendation, 
and accordingly jhara obligations were imposed on half of
th� ryots. 

"However, from the Vikrama year 1938 (A.D. 1881), the
Dhankuta Bakyauta Tahasil Adda has been collecting a
levY in 1::.eu of .ihara otligation not only from dhakre 
households but from the households of jagirdars as well.
Collections since the Vikrama year 1944 (A.D. 1887) have 
been made by the Sri Jung (Campany) • 

. "Inasmuch as jagirdars are exempt from jhara obligation�,
I pray that collections made from the follo\<Jing jagirdars
be refunded from the years mentioned a'gainst their names." 

The petition was forwarded to the Adalat Goswara, and from 
there to the Sadar De·fdarkhana, for appropriate action .• 
The Sadar Dafdarkhana recommended that the ihara obligation
be remitted for the jagirdars according to the practice
followed all over the Kingdom. At the same time, it 
recommended that collections already made in the past
should not be refunded. 

These recommendations were endorsed by the Muluki Adda 
and approved by Prime Minister Bir Shumshere on Ashadh Badi 14, 
1848 (June 1891): An order was accordingly sent to the Sri Jung
Company Headquarters office to implement the decision. 



· 34. 

The names of the j agi rdars, and the year when they
were appointed, were as follows; 

;Description Date of ap�ointment
(Vikrarna year) 

1 • Subedar Ujir Singh Khatri 
Chhetri, Ser (Paltan) Before 1937 

2. Subedar Jagadip Khatri,
Jagadal (Pal tan) do. 

3. Private (Sipahl) Brishadhwaj
Khatri, Ramdal (Paltan) do. 

4. Adjutant Jmnan Singh Lama, 
Jagannath (PaJ.tan} . do. 

5. Private Ranakesar Khatri, 
Mahendradal (Paltan} 1939 

6. Private Dal Bahadur Karki,
Barja Bahadur (Paltan) 1941 

Private Jit Bnb.adur Khatri,7. Kalibux (Paltan) 1944 

8. Goladar Sarvadhwaj Khatri, 
Sri Jung (Paltan) do. 

9. Fri vate Santabir Khadka, 
Barja Bahadur (Pal tan) do. 

10. Private Dalabir Khatri, 
Naya Srinath (Pal tan) do. 

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 84, pp. 70-77. 

Ref: ''Youngrup and -Yangnam Forts," Re€Qni Research Series,
Year 9, Ho. 7, July 1 , 1 977, pp • 10 6- 8. 
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Welfare Schemes Allocation for Public 

Addressing a public meeting in Kathmandu on Fa:;..gun 2 ,_ 2003
(Febru&ry 13, 1947), Prime :dnister Padma Jhumshere Jung 
Bahadur Rana announced that additional allocations amounting
to Rs 2,250, 000 in Indian currency (I.e .) had been sanctioned 
on a recurring basis for different public welfare schemes. 

Particulars of these allocations are given below:-
·• 

' 

Particu:i,a.ts 

1. Education 

. English education
(inclusive of salaries 
and allowances) • • • 

2� Nagari education • • • 

Total 

Addllional_.ill,Qcation: • • • 

Cottage industries • • • 

Additional allocation
(inclusive of
Rs 100?000 I.e. ·a11ocated 
on Kartik.4,2003) ••• 

Hospitals 

· 1. Military Hospital 
and sanatorium • • • 

2. Other hospitals in
Kathmandu and
else·whe.re. • • • 

3. Ayurvedic
dispensaries • • • 

Additional allocation: • • • 

Municipality 

Sanitation and sewerage
(exclud;ing stlaries) • • • 

Additional allocation: .�. 

Current grant 

Rs 116,326 I .c.
Rs 151,650.50 N.C. 

Rs 14,156 I.e.
Rs 68,964.50 N.C. 
Rs 130 7 482 I .c.
Rs 220,615 N.C • 

Rs JOO, 000 I .c. 

Rs 100,000 N.C. 

Rs 200,000 I .c. 

Rs
Rs 

Rs
Rs 

Rs
Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

26 , 801 I •C •. 
60,467 N.C. 

254, 609-8 I .c. 
_121, 065. 25 N .c. 

1,775 I .c .
37,967. 10 N.C. 

100,000 I .c. 

50,000 I.e. 

5o, ooo I .c. 

http:37,967.10
http:68,964.50
http:151,650.50
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• • • 

Government Builcli.ngs 

Repair,maintenance 
and construction (in
the entire Kingdom) • • • Rs 25, 000 I • C .,. Rs 52,200 N.C. 

Additional allocation: ••• Rs 300,000 I .C. 

Roads, Bridges and Walls, 

(in the entire Kingdcm, 
' · previou sly financed by 

.a.cl hoc, grants) 

Allocation: ••• Rs 900,000 I .c . 

Nater Supply in Hill 
. _ : Areas 

(do.) Rs 100,000 I .c. 

Government Printing 
Press 

. (excludiong salaries) � 

Additional al1ocationg • • • Rs 50,000 I .c. 

Sunply of Rice in 
Katm@du .Yulley 

(at subsidized rate 
until the price reaches 
1 rupee a pathi) � 

Alloc ation� • • • Rs 250,000 I .c. 

Total add:Ltional allocations: Rs 2, 250,o000 I.e. 

A KhridganishansJ. order sancti oning the additional allocations. 
and outlining ·the administrative procedure for accounting
and debitting expcmses, was issued in the name of Commander
in-Chicf Mohan Shumshere Jung Bahadur Rana on .Jestha 12, 2004 

· (May 25, 1947). 

Regrni Research Collection, vol. 86, pp. 74-88. 
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Malaria Eradic ation in Hit aura, 1 9�Q 

On Baisakh 30 , 2007 (May 12 , 1 950 ) , Prime _ Minister M'ohan
Shum she re app roved a pro gram for the era di c ati on o f  mal ari r.
in the Hit aura re gi on . Arrangements were made to d epute 4o 
employee s  for thi s  purpose . They included a C hief_ Engineer 
and a Senior Mala ri a  Officer'. The P rogram-- wa:s expected to last 

. f our months. 
·An ,  initi al allocati on o f Rs 127 000 was sanctioned forthe p'aymtsn t of s al aries and allow ance:s, foll owed by Rs 2 , 000

on M agh · 12, 2007 ( J·anuary 25, 1 951) . An addi ti onal sum of
Rs 10 , 000 was sanctioned for tho purchase of medical e quipment
an d supplie s . Ac co�nts of the se �xpendi tu re s  were to be
submitted to the Kumarichok Madhcsh Pahila Phan t  (Audi t
D epa rtment ,  Tarai Division No .  1) for audi t within 35 d ays
after the program was c omple ted. 

The o ffi ci al s Gngaged in the implemen tation of the program
included R . G .  Kilburne ,  a British engine e r in tho se rvi c e o f 
the gove rnment o f Nepal as Chief Engineer of the Electri city
Dep artment ( S adar C handr ab atto Prakash Bi juli Adda) Lt'. C olonel
Mukund Bahadur , and Lt. C olonel Subarna Shum shere Jung B ahadu r·
Rana. -

Orde rs were issued to diffe rent government of fi ce s in
KatrrnandU and elsewh�re to qiake .avai,lable necessary e quipment
and supplies re quired for the implementation of the pro gram • . Fo r inst ance ; ( 1) The Ro ad s  Dopartment (Batoka j Goswara )  was 
o rdered to  make available Ofo) jeep-car at Hitaura ,  ( 2) the
Nep al Hatti sar Goswara ,  four elephant s ,  ( 3 ) Tent s  Offi ce( P al-ghar) six tunts of 180 lb s e ach, and · (4) the C ontrol 
Office , stlt and kerosene oi1 in the qu antittc s re qui sitionc,1 
by the Chie f Engineer, · R . G .  Kilburne . 

Similarly , the Commanding GGne ral fo r the Eastern Zone 
. ·wa ·s ordered. t o  make; avail able the service s of milita ry 

personnel re quire d  f or th G . malari a e radi cation p rog ram as  
we11 a s 4o pai rs of · boots , to bu retu�ne d after the program 
wa s  completed, the Di recto r-General o r Hos�i-tals, doctors and 
c ompound ers, and the Pipa �oswur a be a�e �� in the r e qui red 
numbe r. The Kampukot Tahabil Phant (Mili ·u�ry stores offi ce ) was 
orde red to make ava:i.lable 80 p airs e ach of shi rts and pyjama s .  Th2
Chi sap ani-G adbi He adqua rters Office was ordered to provide 
accommodati on to the pe rsonnel · of the pro gr am at the Hitau ra
Gue st-House and arrange for t�e e stablishment o f shop s 
sellin g sugar and other . foo dstuffs there for a four-month· pe ri od. . · 

. Tho additional f\inds sanc ti oned on January 25, 1951 would
appear to indi c ate that the p rogrron was ac tually taken up . 
Thre e  weeks late r, on FaJ.gun 7 , 2007 ( February 18, 1951) ,
Rana rule c a;.ne to an end and a R ana-Nepali Con grf'ss C o aliti ongove rnment was fonncd . There i s no evidence that the new 
g_ove rnmen t c ontinu�d · the pro gram . 

RGgm1 Re sa arch C ollect�on, . voi . 86, PP • 1 - 73 . 
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T ribhuwan U nive r

Dh anavaj ra Baj rach ary a and Te k B�adu� Shre sth?-• -
rekh,a (Historical _  out line of DnJ ul{ia Ko Ait,i.lj,asika R1l!2_. 'l . 

titute of Nep al and Asi an St udies, Ki rtipur;  I n s
( 1 974) .  C hapte r 3 :  "Arth ika sit y ,  2031 

Avasth a: 1 (Economic Co ndi tio ns) , 

Ec QD.omic Condili.Qll.L1ILJ2Qlakha Di st rict · 

Dol'akl1.a)' . 

pp . 5 1 - 66)' . 

Routes to Tibet via Dol akha ce ase d to be used about 
a hundre d ye ars ,: . ;;o.  Du'rin,::, the Rana re gime , Dol akha ce ased 
to hold an imp o rtc.nt p lace from t he a dminist rat ive viewpoint 
too .  As a result , the e conomic condition of Dolakha �tarted 
worsening , ari d  t, c:,day i ts E?conomy is of a low and o rdina ry
level . 'i' he re i s  much evid ence to show that fo nne rly ,  especi ally
at t he t ime whe 'n it  was a sm all autonomous state , _Dola kha 
h ad attaine d a hi gh 1evel of economic g ro wth.  Sm all settlement �
·which funct ioned o.s t rade c •:-:_nte rs , deve loped into ma jo r  one s ,  
which we re c alle d Pattana o r  Hahapattana. Bi g houses and 
temples of gods and gode ::r nes o f  di ffe rent communities' paved ,ro ads, wat er spout s ,  t anks and re st -hou ses we re const.ruct ed'.
Pro g ress was made in the sphe re of cultu re also. Th e  rule r 
of Dol akh a was the first amon g  the rule rs o f the me diev al 
Nep al  to mint silver .moh a_r coins. Th e rule rs o f  Dolakha 
p roudly c alled the ir state a settlement of rich people'.
G old8n idol s we re  instal led in almost e ve ry house hold. All 
thi s  clearly poi nte d to th e c;rowth o f  Dolakha ' s economy. 

!£.ti.QJJ.1..t� and Lp.nd...Ifill1tm 

One re ason v-rl1y , se tt lem ents eme rged in Dolakha despite
i t s  mountainou s te rrains w_as its fertile soil. Paddy , buckwhe at , 
millet, whea t ,  garlic , onion and oth e r  c rop s we re and are 
still grown abundantly in DoJ_ akha di s tri c t, which is locate d 
on th e . b anks of the Tamakoshi rivB r .  Or ange , lemo n, banana ,  and
o ther f ruits are al so g rown. The local people claim that 
they produce su fficient c auli flower and oth e r vege t ables .
Howevar , the y h ave no t yet p 8id any atten tion t o  modern 
metho ds of cultivation. 

Fo r t he majo rity of the inhabi tants of Dolakha, agricul tu re  
remains the chi·:::..:· occup ation . T rade was one of the occup ations 
dur�ng the me di P. val pe �od . But even during that pe riod , 
agricultu re was the p' nmary source o f · p roduction. The the n  
rule rs h ad con s ·cr·uc ted i rri gation a nd o the r facili ties. 
(Ai.t;iha,sika Sam_ruai , Lette r No . 75)' . Colle ctive arrangeme nts
used to be made fo r i rri ga ting l'ands adjoining main settleme nts. 
The tradition still e xi sts. I t  may be use ful to say a few 

·, wo rds about the tradition in the pre sent context . 
· On the full-.moon day in  the month of Chai t ra,  Godde ss 
Ganga was propi tiat ed on behal f  of the lo c al people in 
o rde r  to e nsu re th at no diffi culty should a ri se while 
c ultivati ng the mo�soon _  c rop . '_ See ds o f d=i:.{f� :r.a.� crops to 
b�. sown we re coll-.�_ ��-rom each .  househo-·Mll"th'.rown into 

http:importc.nt
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the _1r am akoshi ri ve_r ,  A.. goat w as then sacri ficed through 
. the pori ·J st of  th:3 temple o :·:· Goddess Tripurasundar.i. . Qnen s 

were studied .to find out wh 3n the ' crops would be harve sted .  
These omens i nc luded the movements of the Shakuna bi rd . 

P r�paration s for sowinz . the crops were started the day
follm·Jing the sixth day d� r1n;3 the full-moon fortnight in
the · month of  Je stha. Naike s (te am-leaders) we re cho.sen
.from e �ch loc ali ty ( tol) and agricultural 'implements were
c olle c'ted. ' The to am which made arrangements for cultivation 

· .  was. known as nhe;c. I t  compri sed a .n.a;J.J:m and a ..syndcl . 'rhe
· n•aike · · ,-,as chosen on the basis of his wor� during .the 
.previous year. Afte r  naik.:Js we re chose n, crops were sown 
by tu rn s unde r their supervasion. I t was the re sponsibility
of the naikes to insure that no person ·had his fields
le ft uncul tivated . The sund0l made arrangements for meal s • 

. I t  was in this mann : r that farming was d oneo- on a communal. 
ba�dos in Dolakha. 

I 

However, no such arran gements ·we re made for the 
cu ltivation o f  fi elds s itu ated at a di stance from the 
main se tt lement of DolakhB . •  Coultivation of such field s was 
�he' � sponsibi li ty of the pe asants them selve s sub j E.ct to 
cert ain re stricti on so. · I n case they diq. not cultivate the 

. fi elds ,  or I shi'fte d to other areas ,  they forfeited their 
· tenancy _ rights . Such re gulations were applicable particularly
to bi rt a  lands � 

I n the cou rse: of time , ch anges occu rred in the land 
syst'3m of Dol akha, aJ. though the b as ic .  structure remaine d the 
s ame . Cul ti vatc:?cl  lands in  Dcl aicha weore under bi rta, gu thi , 
j agir or raikar ( rajakshetra) tenu reo. The major part of

· the .. are a unde r •birt·a tenure be:i,. onged to affluent pe ople 
and the · ruling class . Birtas we re tax-free ,  and usu ally the 
cultivato rs remained under the jurisdiction of the b irta
ownor _himself. The bir:ta-own'3roalso possessed the authority 
to exact labo-r s:-;orvi.oc e s  ;from the cul tivators. Evidence 
i s  available to show that -�h3 cultivators were also 
apporti oned while p artitioning birta holdings .· .H owever,
the birta-owne r did not always possess such autho rity.
83veral birta g rants explicitly me ntioned .:t.hat cult-iva:tors 

we re  the subjects of the King , and that the bi rtaowner
had no authority to· exact other labor service s from them .  
This me an t that the birta- amer did not exer cise jurisdicti on 
over the cu]j�ivc,tors. He only had the rights prescribed 
:i, n :  t}:ie · gfant. 'th0 re_ we re .!Su..s.!1..a., .§1ll'.l.a, and othe r  categories 

- · ·o·r bi rta · in D ol alcha al �o.  

Guthi may be re garded A.s a sub-category o f birta. 
Bec ause , ,of the large sc ale of re ligious and cultural 
actf·tJ:Lties in Dol alma, the re 1,-,e re large areas of land 
under �uthi tenu 1"f;? •. There is Gvidence �hat Euthiyars ,
like birta -owneo:::i."' s ,:posse ssc d the ·auth ority to exact labor 
se rvices· from th8 i r  cultivators. 

http:subjE.ct
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Khar� was another sub-c ateg o ry o'f birta. I t  was also 
kno,-m as ghans-,l;4j_rta.  Be c au se animal husbandry was carried 
o n a l arge sc ale in Dol akh 2., Kh arka too had a place in 
the land system . 

I n  tho se time s ,  top- ranking government empl oyees were 
assi gned l ands und(➔r j agir tenure in lieu o f  cash sala ries .
This system was p rev alent i n  Dol akha also. Governme nt 
o ffi c i als w ho r8c2i v ed j agi r. l an:l gr ants we re also granted 
the beia.J.i , a kind o f  turba11. Fo r this reason, villages 
g ranted a s  j agi r we re also known as l2tlal...i,g.r.mna. Fo r
i nst ance , a coppe r-pl ate in sc ription o f  Jagaj jaya Malla; 
found at the temple o f  Bhime shwara , mention s  be tali grrn
and �_g_o,n,agrarna in the co nte xt of c olle cting the sirto 
tax. During the birt a c onfi sc ation of the Vikrarna year 
1 8 6 2 ,  a total o f 82 khets in Dolakha were assigned as jagir 
to military personnel. 

Documents re lating to the land system of Dol akha also 
refe r  to the tc n11  }�. Tho se days the te rm is u sed to
d enote the lando \TCVJ r ship ri ghts of the kira t community. 
How ever , fonnerly it d enote d a c ate g o ry  o f  l and s which 
c oul -�". b e  s ol d  by the o wn e r  on payment of mon ey o r otherwise . ·
The gove rnme nt u sed t o  i ssue docume nts w ri tten o n p alm-leaf 
as evi dence o f  th.J N gi st rati on of land transacti o ns . The
lette r s  kri JU.ir.o we re inscribed on the top of such d oc uments 
to  i ndicate th2.t the land h :  . .1d be en sol d  and purchased. The 
te nn kiu at is a c orrupt fo rm of these le tter s .  I n  any case ,  
there Ts-cfocume nt o.ry e vidence to show tha t  the re w e re  
kip at l ands in Dol akha.  

The te nn Khc2,n_g.3 was use d as a unit of land measurement m Dolakl: .  
I t  mEJ ,._ns a p o rtion of a k.h...!i:t . A ''fil1;mda could be of any size.I t did' ,
no t rleno i:.e a spccif:i.c are a c f  l and like the te rm .r.QILaDi.But ·  sinc e
each K.11:lu.da bo re a name , tlv- rn w a s  no di fficulty i n c onducting l ane 
t ransac ti ons. 'I'he J iV�!d iev al rul-.:,rs of Dolalcha surveye d l ands fr om 
tim• J to" time, b1..1.t ,:'.id not 1:. :.,t.� the te rm ropani instP.ad o f �handa . 
Rather , they usrJ cl  the term Kllr-:,nda after indicating the
fou r boundari f?. S',. C onsequently; the te rm c on ti rrued to be 
used fo r a long time'. Latei , �1 s in other hill area s , the 
term s  ill!lr.i and ,W:1c t  beg an to be used in Dolakha. 

AnimaJ Hu �Jla.llill:x: 

The se days 211imal hu sband ry is no t an impo rtant
oc cup ati on in Dolr·.kh a.  But the re is eVid ence to sho w  
th,1t in forme r timt) S thi s wr..s not the c ase . The · ruler s 
used t o  make gr�nt s o f  l and s under lib..arka or _gb.a.n.s-birta 
tenure . The y  o.l so  ma.de e ffo rts to maximi ze revenue collecti ons
from animeJ. hu sb�nd ry. 

Horses,  cows, y :i.ks, buffal oes, sheep,  and chyangra 
go ats were the rnein anim als kap t in Dol akha . Du ring ·the 
medi eval pe riod , the horse was important'. me ans of transpor t.
Afflue nt people bulonging to t,he rulin g class kept horses, 
whi ch we re also e ::ported t o  I ndi a.  As such,  the re was a 
gre at demand fo r l1orses . Horse-breeding was thus one of
the occupatio ns followed in Dol akha. I n  the N ep al Samvat 
847 (Vikram a 1 784) , .Kin g J:::i.g::i.j j aya Malla m ad� . grants of 

http:instP.ad
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Kha,rka, l and s  subj'.")Ct to · ce rtain condi tions. Kh.a.rli-.a. lands 
could not be sold or mortg a1ed . Horse s bred in Dol akh a 
could b-::;  Sol d  o fter they we :�-e brough t to the c api tal at
Kantipur and br e.ndcd def r.ul t wn.s puni s h.:?d by the Kin g.O 

Thi s  i ndicates :t.h �·�t J ffor t s  were made t o  develou horse-
- bre e.ding and m ,ud.1ai ze rev(muc collec tion s  from that sou rce • 

.- Anothe r le tte r, ;:;e nt by thv E.dEd.ni st rato r o f Dol akha to
hi s  rep resen t ative in Kantipu r, direc ted him to send b ac k 
th e ho rse s to Dol .:.1.l�ha afte r they were branded , i f  i t  w as 
not · possi ble to · s�ll them c�t re a�o nabl e pri c�s in Kantipu r.
Ho rs � s  we re ·also inpo rte d from Tibe t. The p rice s o f  horses
w:e re hi gh. Ava::.l c-.bl'J evi d0nc 2 shows that the y ranged  · -
betwe'en  Rs 50 nnd R s 95 e ach.  At th at time , sl ave s di d 
not c o st more ti. 1 .:.:w.1 Hs 15 or Rs 1 6 e ach. At to day ' s p rice s 
a ho rse th us c'o st b..; twe on Hs 6 , '000 and Rs 1 2- 1 3 , 000. Th at ' 
wns th o re ason why the Mall ::•. l<'.:ings p aid attention to ho rse -

- - bree ding . There ars docume nt s to p rove that ho rses we re
exported fr om Do:J- ;tkha e ven :l.n the Vikr ama year 1 873 , and
th at a duty o f  1}  p e rcent ..Q..Q .Yal.91:fil!l was char ged .  

Cows too we r8 re ared Oi:1 n l arge sc ale in Dol akha. The 
gove rnne nt m aq.e i(hqr]m and g:h.ans-bi rta gr ant s  for this 
purpo se .  Af fluen t  peopl e , r,. s well as tho se be longing to
t he ruli ng class , mni ntained c attle- farm s , which we re 
looked n fte r  by .sl aves, Cattle we re subdi vided like o the r
prope rty , thu s showing that cows we re _!{ept  at domi::: sti c 
animaJ. s .  Cow slrn1 r,hter w ns forbi dden . I n  the Vikro.ma . ye ar
18 32 B ah adur Shah made a gh::ms-birta grant ' " fo r  grazing1 _ Laxnu. , " thu s S howi ng hi s re spe c t  fo r the cow. Bec au se Yak
t ails wo re one o f the_ commocli ti es eJ-..l)_or ted fr om Dolakha,
i t seems the re we re  yak- fr�nn al so . 

Sheap and chy:mg ra go at s _we re bred on a large scale 
in the nor the rn c-.re us o f Dol akha, but no evidence is avail2.ble
to sho.;, th at thi s oc cup ation re c e ived ruiy o ffi ci al encou ragemen t .
A tr1.x wns colle c te d  at the r'.:'.te o f one animal for eve ry
flock o f  50 she 0p sold. Rugs  c.nd blanke ts' . too were expo rted 
from ·  this are e. .  

Evi dence i s 2.lso ::'..Vail .'lbl8 - th 1:.t bu ff aloes o f  good 
·bre <::d we re p rocuroci from D ol o.lcha. Ghe e . was anothe r  _i tem 
of e xport. Male buffaloe s fi ��:ure in the list of cO?mnodi ties 
on whi ch cu stom s mt s collc-wt� d .  Accor �ing to a coppe r pl ate
in sc rj_ption foun d at the te,:1ple o f Bhimeshw ar a, d ated
N�p al  Samvat 770 (Vikrnoa 1'70 7) 1 cu stans ( j agat )  duty was
c ollc cted on mcl•� buffalo8 s. 'I'his shows that bu ffaloes too 
were bre d  in Dol ?.lma. 

(To be continue d) 
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Newar House hold,s in · Pokhara 

statement in thi s connec tion: -

The actual fac ts, as stated by the Chaual).ari and 

1 1T hc 26 Newar hou se holds have not been grant� � xemption 
They do not'<own any from di ffe rent levie s and obligations . 

No r has the i r  rrumbe r hale pate or kodale holdings . 
iny plots around They only ·poss ss t . i nc�ased io 300 or  4oO

thei r  home stead s  which tbey use as gard
e
ens. They p ay  tna , . 

sc nbed es at p reodr ana th \
t-bhs saune f

Eii
e rm . .  a · ;J1:-�ans, . fr om tmm _: The Cha · .  ;9lJ.e ct.s the sQ.u.r. '!Jl�lil.X 

t 

• !_· . .  . . _. � · ._ rate.s ... . . . _· ·-_ 1. come a:t the Pokhara a.has 1 Adda and · 
· 

app rQpriate s  inc ome from the o the r source s himself " .

42. 

A to tal o f  6 2  house'holds had been enrolle d for porte rage 
se rvi crc s at the Pokhara Th c)le hulaki Office . Among them,
36 house holds belonged to the Saran gkot area .  The remaining
26 hou seholds consi'sted of Ne war trade rs in Pokhara town .
Whe reas the thaple-hulaki porte rs of Sarangkot had be en 
granted'. allotme nc s of rice -l ands , the Ne war house holds did 
not enjoy any such facilitie s '. 

T he Ne war house holds sub se quently submitted a petition 
to t he gove rnment pro te sting against such discriminati on .
I nquirie s conducted th rough the We st No . 3 Bakyanta T ahasil
Adda showe d t hat the compl a.int was t rue .  

.
Ho wever,  R anbi r Thaga Chhetri a representative of the

th aple-hulaki po rters or Sa rangkot ,  made the following 

1 1  We p rovide porterage service for h al f  of the goods
t ransported through the Pokhara Thaple hul aki Office , in 
conside ration of  whi ch we h ave been grante d allotme nt s
of ri ce -land s. T ho othe r h al f  i s  transpo rted by 26 Ne war
hou se holds of Pokhara , who have be en granted exemption
from unpaid-l abo r obligations (beth, bega r) and other
le vies, but no rice-land al�otments. They have only homesteads
( gh tt.rbari) on Pokhara lands .  We have also be en provi ding
porterage services for the new hulak line s establishe d 
recently. The 26 Ne war house holds have been grante d 
e xe mption from all levies and obliga ti ons , but pay ta xes 
on t hei r  h ale, pate, or ko dale holdin gs through Simhan ath'· 
Ne wa r, in whose rtPme a royal c harte r h as been issued 
accordingly. The number of Newar households has been
inc reasing eve ry year .in Pokhara town, so that the numbe'r
has now reached 300 or', 400 . Th e ne w h ousehol ds do not p ay  
any t axes, but share t he· thaple hulaki obli gation s o f  tra 
26 ori ginal h ou se holds . We c annot agree to have our rice 
l ands redist ri bute d among the m.'" 

• '
The West No . 3 Baky aUta T ahasil Add a conducted furthe r  

inqui ries t o  ascertain t he t ruth o f  Ranbir Thapa C hhe t ri '  s 
st ateme nts. These inquiri e s  we re c-ondu cte d  in the p rese nce 
of t he Chaudhari o f  Pokha ra town ana othe r knowled ge able 
pe rsonst as well a s  Ranbir Thapa C hhel.,ri himself • Ho weve r,
Ranbir 'l'h apa Clme tri was not able _ to substantiate his 
point s . 

othe r knowle d ge able pe rsons , we re a s  follow s:'  , 

and deposi ts 



. .�***********"'******* 
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The c ase was then re fe rre d to Pri me Mini ste r Bi r
Shum she rea. He ordered that� 

1 .  Ranbir Thap a C hhe tri be puni sh�d wi th a fine of one 
rupee for having rec orded a fal se statement . 

2 .  Uncl aime d lands of c onveniu nt location be allo tte d  
to the 26 HGwar hou seholds . 

The We st No �  3 Bakyauta Tahasil Adda colle cted the 
fine from Ranbi r  Thap a Chhe tri . I t al so asked the Newars 
to identify suitable pl ot s of  raikar l and which c ould 
be allot te d  toa· thema. 

Howeve r, thea_ Hewars maintained that the re was no way 
. i n  which they could identi fy such raikar lands. They then 
made the follm·r.i:cig re que st s :  

1 . Rice.:.1 ands (in the po s se s si on · ctf the thaplehulaki s o f  
Sarangkot) should b e re di stribute d  among all o f us on 
.rgj.bandi b a.si s ,  or 

2 . The rice- lands allotted  to them should be given to 
u s .  I n  c ase thi s i s  done , we unde rtake t o  take ove r  
in full their  th aplehuL:.11�1 obligations .  

The re que st was si gne d by five rep re sentative s of the 
26 N�war hou seholds in Pokhara: Jethabudha Kehar Man, Sahu 
Raj aman, Bahidar Kri shna Lal , Sahu Hi ra Bataju ,  and Ant a
Narayan Ne wara. . 

The re que st wa s fo rward·1d to P ri me Mini s te r  Bir Shum she re ' Who ias sued the following orJ.er on Pou sh Badi 1 3 , 1 953 
( Decembe r 1 896) : · 

1 • The 36 thaplehuJ. aki househo;Lq_s ( of Sarangko t) shall 
be granted  the option o f  t aking ove r the obligati ons 
of the 26 Nawar house holds of Pokhara and retaining
the j_ r  -land allotme nts . 

I n  c ase they do not agr..?.e to do so ,  thei r  lands shall 
· be re allotted. to the 26 Newar hou seholds on c ondition 

that the l atte r di scharge the thaplehulaki obli gations 
i n full .  

The 36 hou seholds of Sarangkot cho se the fi rst 
alte rnativea. 'rh�) thapl�hulaki obligati ons of the 26 
Newar hou seholds of Pokhara ue re _  tha n remi tted .  On Fal guri 
Bagi 7 ,  . 1 953 (February 1 897) , the We st  No . 3 Bakyauta 
T ahasil Adda was ordered to inform them accordingly . 

Shrawan Sudi 1 4, 1 955 
( July 1 898) - · 

Regmi Re se arch C ollectiaon, vol .  J1a, ppa. 21 1 - 228 . 
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.§li.rmlY of Firc w,Q,Qd fro.m Bulu 

The inhabi t ants of three vill age s i n  the Bulu are a 
o f  L aJ.i tpur di stric t ,  Jhag 8lko t 7 Babiyagaun and Dhusy algaun, 
submi tted the followi ng p 8 ti tion to the gove rnme nt through 
thei r roprese nt��-tive ,  Jam.an Singh Lama :  · 

1 1Until thu Vikrruna ye ar 1 927 (A. D.  1 870 ) ,  the inhabitant s 
o f  thG se three village s w� re ·under the obli gat ion to supply 
charco al to the g ov0 rnme nt by rota ti on . This me ant that 
e ach hou se hold was re qui red to cut wood and m anufac tu re 
c harc o al only fo r fourteen day s  in a year. The inhabitants 
o f  o ther vill age s ,  inc luding Sunaguthi and Thecho, were 
unde r the obl i gation t o  t ran spo rt the charcoal to p re sc ribed
de stinati ons .  'l'hG'se arrangernP.nts  had be en rec onfirmed in
the c ourse o f  tho reve nue se ttlements of A. D. 1854 and
1 86 8 .  No othe r obligation was :bmpo se d on u s. 

ur n the Vikrarna ye ar 1 928 (A.D . 1871 ) ,  the three village s' · 
of Jh::?,galkot ,  B abiyagaun and Dhusyalgaun, as well as BUlu 
and Pharping we re g ranted 2-. s birt a to the junior wife of 
General Jit Jun g. Tho bi rtaowne r sent Dit tha Ganja Singh 
to inspe ct the vill ages .  On his recomme ndation, the birta
owne r waived the obligation to supply charcoal . Inste ad, 
livie s totru.ling RS 4-4¾ we re impo sed on each house hold . 
The b reakd own w �s as foll ows. ( All figure s a re  in p ai sa
rupees)'. 

Rs 2 on e ach roo f .  
9 annas i n  lieu o f  fi re wood . 
2½ ann as in lieu of rain-covers. 

1 3 annas e.s �t le vy. 
9 a nna s  in.' . iieu o f wo oden be am s  (tinib a)' . 
½ p ai s a as Nuwapgj, levy. 
2¼ annas i n  lieu of hides an'd skin s (chha],ahi) 
1 anna as saune'fagu levy. 

Tot al  Rs 4-4¾ 

1 1 The new arrangement s continued f o r  sixteen ye ars 
from Vi krama 1 928 to 1 944 (A . D. 1 871 to '· 1 887) . 

. "I n the · Vikr2r11a yea r 1 944 (A. D. 1 887) ,  the Jangi Me g jin 
(Muni ti on s  Fac'tory) ordered u s to supply fi rewoo d .  On the
othe r hand, the j:Jlo lcdar ( cont rac tor appointed to collect
the birta revenu0 insi sted that ·  we pay R s  4-4¾ on eac h  

"Some of the village rs discharged both these obligations � 
Howeve r , othe rs shi fte d t o.othe r Vill age s .  We, on our part ,
have approac hed the gove rrnnent with thi s' pe tition. 

I 



villages alone ? 
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"An order was then issued according to which people 
· should not be sub jec ted to dual oblig ations. The orde r 
al so di re c ted thl� appropriLte offici als to retain onl y
one obli gation, and to keep tl�e vi llagers sati sfied. 

"Ne verthele s s , the order was not ac tually implemented ' and we conti nue to suffe r from the dual obligations 
mentioned above �  As a re sult , we have not been able to 
cultivateo: our land s at the proper timeo. The inhabitan t s
o f  all theose villages thereupon m ade a direct appeal to 
tbe Prime Mini ste r, who reconfinned the order. 

1 1Even then, we weak and innocent people belonging
to a jungle area continue to suffer. We do not have a
single piece of rice-land, while our pakho lands do not 
yield adequate food to meGt our needs for the whole year .
Each household posse ssed only three or four rop anis of
la�d. Eve n  on th;) se lands , we c an rai,.se crops only after 
maintaining a watc h  day and nt. ght to pro tect them from 

•· l;>e. ar, nonkeys, b irds and rats. I f  w0 are unable to continue 
watching even for a single manent , our mai ze and o ther 

, c rops �re eaten up by tohe se· wild bi.rds and animal s .  Even 
if we succeed in harvesting the crops in full,  the qu antity
i s suffic ient to me� t our nee ds for six months only . During
the other six months of the ye ar we gath er wild fr uits
and roots to feGd our familiu s. i t  is · under such condition s 
that we have be en discharging our obligations to the 
government • .  On top -of all thi s  we have been subj ected
to duaJ. obligation s s ince the ½ikr ama year 1 944  {A. D �  1 887) . 

1 1I n all otlw r p ar ts of the country, people have to 
di sch ar�e only on0 obligation . Why then should such dual 
Obligations be impoosed on t:;10 inh abitants of these three 

. 11 0n Je stha Bndi 1 1 , 1 911-9 (May 1892) ,  employees of the
( Lalitpur) Baky aut a (T ahasil) Office ar re sted the heoadmen
( mi jhar) o f  the se three vill age s and pl aced them in detention. 
When we prayed that the cash levie s be wiothdrawn, and 
offered to supply one dharni o f charcoal eve ry  day, making
a total quantity of 360 dh arnis a year from each houseo-
hold,  and reminded the m that oral orders had al re ady been
issued fr om time to time to waive off one of the two
obligations , the employees maintained that �hey could 
not accept our demand unle ss we· produ ced written orders . 

.. nwe have now succeeded in e sc apin g . •from detention 
and have com :;  h3re to submit this petition. ·We proay that 
a written o rder confl nni ng th:? oral orders is sued previously
to waive o ff one of the two obl.igations that have been 
imposed on us 'be sent to t he Bakyanta ·ra11asil Office and 
the J_angi Me gjin, and that a copy of such o�der be provided 
to us . n 



-----
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The petition was forward 1�d to the Muluki Adda for 
nece ss ary inquiric: s on the o rder o f  Prime Mini.ster Bir 
Shumshe re by the Ad al at Go swara th rough Captain Karnabir 
Karki Chhetri'. 

T he Muluki Adda sub se quently submi tted the following 
repor t  on the pr:ti tion: 

1 11 11  th e Vikrc:1ma year 191 1  ( A.D. 1 854) , a revenue 
se ttlement was', conducted in the thre e vill ages of'· Jhag alkot, 
Babiya�aun a nd .  Dhusyalg aun village s  by Kharidar Narayan 
Datt a  .l:'adhya. ThG se vill ages them cqmp rised fif ty house
holds. Forty bo u seh ol ds w ere placed under the obligation 
o f cu tting wood 2-ve ry othe.r day by ro tation , so that only 
t we nty house hold3 were employe d on any one day, while the 
rem aining ten hou sehol ds we re e xe mpted fr om the obli gation .
1 56 muri s of D.filSl.l.Q lands wert3 allotted to the se house holds , 
since no ri ce-lands (kl�.:t) we re available . 

1 i When these thre e vi ll age s we're grante d as _g_,a;i. jo-'pirta
to the wl fe (o f General Jit Jung) in the Vikr ama year 
1 914 ( A . D. 1 857) , Lieutenant Ra j a  Singh Khatri,on beh alf 
of the birt aowner , appointe d Vishnu Singh as .s:lliare for
the collection of r evenue . The inhabit ants o f  these three avillages the n  pid the following amounts for each household: 

2 p·ai sa a s  saune'fagu le vy. 
1 3 annas in lieu of r ain- cover s .  

l iln the Vikrama ye ar 1938 (A. D . 188 1 ) ,  · Gener al Jit
Jung sanctioned lokabhar arr angem.ents for the collection 
o f revenue in the se three villa ges. Each house hold was
then placed und8r the obli 5ation of making the following
p ayments� 

R s 2 in 20- gandi rupe e s  as se nna levy .  
2 p aisa a s  saune fc1.gu l evy .  
9 annas in lieu of firewood . 
2 annc.1.s in lieu o f rain-cove rs . 

1 3 annas as w al,M levy. 
9 annas i'n lieu o f wooden be am s .  
2 p ai s a a s  DJJlianZ1 levy. 
2¼ paisa i n  lieu of hi de s and skins ( chhaJ..alli)'. 

Tot al  R s 4-4t 

"I n the .  Vikr 2JTI.a ye ar 1 9 1 1  (A.D . 1 854) , the 
i nhabitants of t hese th ree villages had been place d under
the obligation o f  cutting woo d, in addi ti on to 2 p a.i s a  
as saune fa gu- levy and 1 anna i n  lieu o f  raincove rs from 

· each house hold � I n  the Vikram a year 1 938 (A . D. 1 881 )' ,howeve r, each hou sehold wa s placed unde r  the obli gation 
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of making a paymGnt of Rs 4-4¾ as mentioned above underl okabhar ar rangements. These arrangemen ts did n ot includethe obligation to cut wood . As such, it appears that the
Obl ig ation was aboli s hed , and c ash payme nts colle c te d  at 

· · enhanced rates . -

- "I n  the Vikram.a y,e ar 1 911-6 (A. D. 1 889)' ; an order wasissued impo sing w1othe r obligation on the inhabitants of
these three vil l ages . 'r hey we re now al so _ re qui red to supply
one dl].arni of firewood from each _ hou gehold daily for ei ght . months in the ye ar . Fo r the remal. ning four months in the 
ye ar, t bis obli:� .J.tion was co;11:11ute'd into a cash p ayme nt 
at the rate o f one pai sa for each d.harni o'f fi rewood .
The t otal value o f the ne w obli gation ( at the rate o f  one 
pai sa -daily) amounted to Rs 5- 1 0 in a year . As a result,
the · to t al  fisc al obl igation of each household inc re ased
from Rs 4,..4¾ to Rs 9- 1 4¾ a year � Bec aus� the inhabitants
o f the se - villagc: s hc,ve only pqkho l ands and no ri ce -l ands,
thei r fisc al obli gation se ems to be unduly hi gh . 1 1  

The Muluki Adda then re c ommended that since a levy 
was being � oll ected at the rate of one dh arni o f fi rewoo d
fr om e ach house hold 1 commuted into a c ash p ayment at one 
p aisa · a dharni , makin g a total annual payme nt of paisa
Rs 5- 1 0 the p re�ous obligation o f  cuttin g fire wood should,be ·  remi -cted , and the f oll owing levie s ab oli shed : 

Rs 2 (20- ganda rupee)  as se nna le vy .  
1 3  annas in lieu o f  wooden be ams. 

9 annas in lieu of fi rewood . 

All other· p ayments· and obliga tions should b e  retained .
I n  its opini on, this arr angement would c ause no less o f  
revenue to the gove rme nt .  

The re c.Qnmendc:tti on o f  the MUluki Adda was endorsed by
the Sadar Dabdarkhana and subse quently approved by Prime 
Ministe r Bir Shumshe re on Falgun _ Badi 10 ,  1949 (Feb ruary
. 1 893) . The decision was made re troactive from the Vikr ama 
ye ar 1 946 (A. D .  1 _889)' . 

Fal gun Badi 1 0 1 949 ,{February 1 893J . -

Regmi Rese arch Coll�ction, vol. 57, pp . 271-286 . 
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4 .  Weste rn T arai 

l+8 • 

T rail tional.ly ,  a l�vy k .own , a s G a.dimub2.rakh was collecte d  
all OVL-:: r the Kine::;dom when 0. new King ascended the throne . 
( ''.I mpo si tion of G c:.• Jlmub ara'n:11 Levy in Kum aun , o" ]..ruL.mi Rese arch 
.fuu'ie so Yeoar 5 ,  l'T o o 3 ,  March 1 , 1 97 3 ,  pp . 49-53) . The Je vy., 
was thus ·  collected in .the. Vi l·::rama year 1 904 ( A . D .  1847) 
whe n Surendra Bikrmn Shah Dev suc ceeded hi s  father, 
Raj endra Bi kram ,  as King of Nep al .  

The G adimubo.rakh le vy  i!"�1po sed in A. D .  1847 yie lded 
a to t.al re-ve nue of Rs 441 , 00 1 o. P arti culars are as follows :  
Frac tions of a rupe e have b<' P-n rounded off • 

Re.K:i.Qn .Tu.ia,LJm.Qunt Collecte_g, 

1 .  Hill re gion betwe en ·  Mohar Rs 33 , 843 
Me chi and Doti P ai s  a Rs 167 , ?95 . 
including -----·---

Kathmandu Valley . Total Rs 201 , 6 38 

I j aradar ; Subba Ji t Man. 

2 . Easte rn T arai Mohar Rs 2 20 ,0 0 1  

I j ara dar: Subba Laxmapati Jai si . 

3 . C hitaun Mohar Rs 2 , 125 

I j arad2.r : Subba Jit Man. 

Mohar Rs 1 7 , 237 
G rand Tot al Rs 441,00 1 

Re gmi R ese arch Colle ction, vol , 16 , pp . 33 2- 3 3 3. 
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