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Persons Present: Alexandra Mouche’ (interviewer)

Dakshesh Gajjar (research assistant/interviewer)

Prakash Bhalagariya (Narrator)

(Dakshesh) séia

(Prakash) usiaeus :

(D) &

(P) usiaeils

(D) &

(P) ustacs

(D) &

dMI3 U4 469 7

What is your name?

HIF, UM WSS €9

My name is PrakashBhai.

AHIRL = sUl i 512 24l ?

When and where were you born?

HIRL % 1979 Hi 24Ul 2t ALSIER 6L UMM

My birthday was in 1979 and near Lakodara village.
a1 Sedl Udlell Adlul el el ?

How many generations of your family have been living
here?

28] s Ulell 2 ¢

Here, one generation has lived here.

AL Ayl drg e sy ?

What memories do you have from your childhood?
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(P) usiaeils : ALAUBIHL HA GHRLaLAL 6 2llvl Sl UBL 1A sU1d
slag, Al 1A 332 ual-l ol vl ©
In my childhood I was fond of studying, but I couldn’t
go anywhere. | also liked playing cricket.

(D) s : AHLRL @ $u1R UL ? Sedl olasl ?
When was your wedding and how many children do
you have?

(P) usiaeils : HIRL GO LUl UL G olasl 9.
My wedding was in 1999 and I have two children.

(D) & : d¥l sui Yl e sul ?
How many years of study have you completed?

(P) usiaeils : 4 B.Com ¢l vieui sl
I have completed Bachelors of Commerce.

(D) & : d# vl 5l Fla ollva ?
How did you learn how to farm?

(P) usiaeils : vl eiuslel Al aAsHl Wdl 5L edl dxigl

llval Huidl sl axg s1él 24 55 A AalFs 26l A

21GMS5 T 207 21 T vidl sl AA0L AA0L ALEAA, oLl
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© Flall, oNedlg - sisd uS ARAdL A us Fla-dl Gualol 531
A, US i UGSl vl L Al e A, U8l US

My forefathers did farming in Chorwad. I learned from
them and then we started using scientific and modern
technologies for farming. We made new tools, we used
rickshaws instead of bullocks as it is a cheaper and
modern option.

d# 3edl 4zl vidl sl ?

How many years have you been farming?

2R Uer auell vidl s el

For 15 years we have been farming.

N N N

df Vil $3cl LR 3Al LS Adl &dl ?

When you farmed in the past, what crops did you grow?
A Ul sl AL ULS e ALl Adl A ol

21691 Al 2014 [F5Lell vidl 52l GewlerHi 212l AL ULl A4LRL
2l 9 YRUL FAL vildR 2l Ul ULsHL Al B2LSL A ©
scalelZ] 120l 21t Geuled a8 Bl vild AL GUUIDL 24191 53
When we farmed Ojal Valo in a smaller quantity. After

using modern technology the output has grown 3 to 4

times. By using fertilizers like Urea the weight of the
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crops has been reduced and quality has gone down, but
the quantity has increased. Cow dung fertilizers are
being used less.
(D) s : d¥f Uil sl LR Sl AlaiAL GualoL sl
Sl ?
What type of tools did you use for farming in the past?
(P) usiaeils : 2 AHYHL Alelilg dLsSLHL ¥ AL olelddl
ALSSLAL 0 20t wIR(l wial 12 siM AL Gudlol sl sl vidl wiell
oiefl iy el ALl Guactdl A eld dgdl Geuled 2l ug uo
lel ol Sld ol HRA »1L A1 dlald AlddR sl
Back then random wooden tools were made. Tools like
wooden ploughs and kos (leather buckets) to water the
field. We had water but due to a shortage of tools the
output was low. If people had 50 Vigah land they
would cultivate only 3 to 4 Vigah.
(D) s : AR LR SUL WS LY ?
What kinds of crops do you grow now?
(P) ustaeiLy : MU A HASU(L, :1ISL,dAR, AL, TloLeLL
HRYL 6EL % ULs ASD 1ol L eEL Uls ALl Guasadin g

ad wslal 9l
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Nowadays we grow groundnut, arenda, pigeon pea,
chickpea, brinjal (eggplant) and chilies. We can grow
all these because of the availability of tools.

(D) c&al : xR ¥l s2al Ao 3ell odl ?
What is your method of farming?

(P) ustacs : uddl dl 423418 1A 2ed alddr 531 zdle
uddl dl gl s9i2dl Al i e Ul A el i ¥ Uls Adl d &4
ledl AL dl AUUR VOR US © 5 gal ©9idla i ULs Geuledt
afl.
Earlier, when it rained, the fields would be sown. They
didn’t use medicines (pesticides) nor did they know
about them. And when the crop was ready they would
harvest it. Today we know that if we use medicines
(pesticides), the output will increase.

(D) séa : df 565 e A2 FislaaL el ?
Are you a part of any organizations?

(P) ustacs : AL AL AL AISIAAL 9 VLSl A 2L 52 9

59 Fld uguad 539 dd Hledd 20U © well-l oiua 34l Fd

591 2 il Rileor edl
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With Atma Organization they call the farmers and teach
and to raise cattle. There was a meeting called for how
to save water.

(D) s : df suL ey 08 Asnidal ol ?
Which religion do you belong to?

(P) usiaeils : 27 dUFALR IS 93] 412 Asmdal el
We belong to Swaminarayan religion.

(D) s : Al S A 9 7
What hobbies do you have?

(P) usiaeils : Hel (332 ualdl v 9
My hobby is to play cricket.

(D) s : d¥ A el (A9l 9 [l ol ?
What do you think about the Meghal River?

(P) usiaeils : Ao gl sidl A gl Fdl 530 Gl s
Al AslA A ¥ SY ol 9 ARl W2 MU LUl 9 oSl uSdR
uSA €9 AL s @A Al od dul cnasla Goll oL @ el
afanyui vdl el 2y 9
The Meghal River should not dry up so that summer

crops can also be grown. The dam built is 3 meters high

and was left incomplete. Nobody is paying attention to



Alexandra Mouche Prakash Bhalagariya Interview 3/22/12

it and shrubs and bushes have grown and it could be a
dangerous.

(D) & : A ALl 8l AR HHd gl 3dl edl ?
When you were little what was the Meghal River like?

(P) ustasLs : 2N ALl gl AL AR el 24 el
YA 9 usdl HHA gl Add Addl el sidl 4 edl
GFAsAL Ul Halll il el uiell vidal sy, ia wiell-l
Ay 1L asll AUl 2 gl s1eS oS well add 534, sy dl elllein
oligal 15
It was good when we were young; 40 — 50 years ago it
had constant flowing water it never dried up. From the
time modern tools and machines have been used, water
has been pulled out if the river and the use of water has
increased and the river has dried. Boribands should be
built to maintain flowing water.

(D) c&al : dAxL] 1ie uisll sed Hecd © 7
What is the importance of water to you?

(P) usiaeils : wiRll oo %3(4ud 9 wisll ao %l
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st A2l vidl dHiF] o dedl 1] Sl 2 s0gu Sl weL wiell
4 eld dl dd vidl 531 ast A€l A e well gl Naet sl
A5

Water is a basic necessity of life. Life is not possible
without water. No matter how good your farming is,
without water it is not possible so efforts should be
made to save water.

A Ael ystd oS R g 6y ?

When the Meghal River dried up, what happened at that
time?

A Aed sl A AL (ALY, LS < Adl

L A ULs A4S Astd d (208 dist A alefl dgdl usdl ofla-
a1y og,

When the Meghal River dried up the winter crops could
not be grown; only monsoon crows were grown. That is
why people were poor and living standards were low.
Aye Ael Y519 A AR dHLL Alad uR ol A9 2d?

When the Meghal dried up, how did this affect your
life?

LS il A5 A1) ULs A AIHIY, ULS
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Adl WAL el Al 2@ Alan qiel {13 x1d © vidl U 2 ®
2@ iRl 9oz Vidl sl & well eld dl Geuled Al g 9
Uidlel ol s0gu €9 wisll el di Geuled LT Al © well a9
vl sl 9 212d 35 disivl Flad U WU AR US B
Income decreased and so did the winter crop and
monsoon crop. Shortage of money led to low living
standards. It is an agricultural region so without water
farming is useless. If there is water, crops will be like
gold. Farming land is fruitful. If there is water crops
will be good. Without water farming is useless. It
leaves a bad effect on everyone’s lives.

A2l 35155 2L Al vicdlui uiell-l eazal

5l ld sl ?

When the Meghal was dry, at this time how did you
manage water for farming?

61l 5l 5l vledl 9dl wal vl viag

Al AlHRAUHL % uLs dlel Sld A 2AEdl dist sl usdl

We made water bores and dug wells but there was no

water. They only depended on the monsoon crop, as

long as it lasted. People broke down.
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~

(D) s : d® usdlell, AlHIRs, dissiuMl el dlal © ?
Have you participated in any lokdayro (public
performance), sherinatak (street show, play) or pad-
yatra (foot march)?

(P) usiaeils : gll avid ¢1o1 eflal €9 dissi il wiell-

Ul AiSlA AlsSiul sdl oel Pl oifla 2l s2dL 24l
slel A1y d M2 Al sl

I have participated many times. We did Lokdayro
related to the issues of water. All our friends would get
together and discuss these issues.

(D) & : 2L UgfA duiL glast U 5ol 2443 usl ?

What was the effect on your life after you took part in
these activities?

(P) usiaeils : 2L Ul AR AHIRL Flad w2 41 usl 1989 i A ¥l
lell ami Ry ws dlal, oildleis oisal 2009 2wl seq,
A2l AL HIR Al g sl ©
These activities had a good effect on me, in 1989 I

bought land and grew winter crops, after boribands
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were built in 2009 there was no shortage of water. Now
I have lots of water.

o vl olalgdl dd 9 sl ?

What do you do to save water daily?

UL 3[Rl yd o well Al lat 2us

wea[dstl Gualol 310 ¢l Al ¥ well sfami el adl
AU 9 drl AsALAL MAcr s Glot 3 2 Al sl us 3
Rreumer 2404l us dl 25t ¢l 244 205 aerddidl 932 us
dl 245 Asld vl 5312 ¢l

We don’t water the crops more then it is required. We
use drip irrigation. We try to stop water that usually
flows into the ocean in monsoon. If we need to educate
people, we do it. If it needs financial support, we do
that also.

a1l elel Wil ®i2 wslldl Guaial 3ol Al s2dl?

How did your forefathers use water for farming?

ela2l sl gLl uiRlll vidl M2 Gudlol sdl edl

AU [Bay vizl2 Al [Nad ag x1el? dl Mler glkl vo ¥l 100

[Qal oMl il Nud A 9 Hedd $3dl uel ulE-sHl

Buaosdl A edl
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With their hands they pulled out water from the well
with a Kos. They had to work day and night to water
the fields. Today 50 of 100 Vighas can be watered
easily with the help of a motor. Earlier there was hard
work and less tools and machines.

(D) s : AL Wl Wl Guaiol 3l Fd s 69l ?
Nowadays how do you use water?

(P) usiaeils : 212 vidlMi well M2 aeHloa Yyl Gualol
s34 ol 25234l wiegor Yy il wislldl Gualol s gl
vidlHl el 2 252l Gualol s ¢l sjnedl GuAlaL il
s34 ¢l w2l 530 200l 24U S dlet 21y
Nowadays submersible pumps are used for watering the
farm. We keep water in the back of the tractor and use
water. We use rickshaws and tractors in farming. For
financial reasons bullocks are used less often.

(D) s : et oiA1d, veala [A9) 9 il el ?
What do you know about methods to save water?

(P) usiaeils : e oMl Fed e[ Ul Uil viig oy dsl
At 52l S el Lloie s dl el 8L asid 2 well-dl

o9 53 ASIA.
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To save water, we should stop the passing of water into
the ocean. If boribands are built, water can be stopped
and saved.

et o1 AR[A WA 9 ALl vl e91 ?

What are your expectations from Water Conservation
Committee?

et A1 AR[A WA e {1 5 % o3 oA 9

d odgl Y Al AHL ¥ oudsl Gl 9 d g s eifaumi
1] U5d L ASIAL 2i2d, sl SHHL G3lel BISH &R SRl
afQwui siealdl ofls @l dq g2 saL H1S6

The expectation from the Water Conservation
Committee are that the dam which is being built should
be completed at the earliest time possible and the wild
shrubs growing around it should be removed. The trees
in the dam should be removed to avoid future threats of
the dam breaking down.

g0 o1 AHIdL o 51 54 €9 d Bed USRS © 7

How effective is the work done by the Water
Conservation Committee?

et o2le AR 12 8 A5 9 ¢ 3 251
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SlUel 24Ul © A S A4S A1 dl 100 % G AIRL 1A ARSI
3L dl 20l o glal otigaledl o ol 9 o Hl2: el 38l
glal © a1 {lex A %1y dl ugll s14el 2y

The Water Conservation Committee has been very
effective. There has been an 83% benefit. If the dam is
built then there will be a 100% chance the summer will
pass well. The government has already given the
money: only the dam needs to be built. Only 3 meters
has been built and the work is left incomplete. If it is
built for 12 meters it will be beneficial.

AL Aledll 515 il dld 3 % di sSal Hidldl €l

Is there is anything about your life that you want to tell
us?

IR Al $2%91 9 3 Glavyui HiRLA Aoty iy

diedl wisll evfl A sld well sld A vidlul Gouled T el
A Al MR vid ¥R Holl & wiell Mecrdl ard © vied ¢
el saalL M) ¢

I wish that in the future no person is weak and all have

food and water. If there is water and the crops are good,
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poor people also get work. So water is essential and that

is why I want to save it.



