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March 22nd, 2012 

Persons Present:  Alexandra Mouche’ (interviewer) 

Dakshesh Gajjar (research assistant/interviewer) 

Prakash Bhalagariya (Narrator) 

(Dakshesh) N1F[X  o TDF~ GFD X]\ K[ m 

What is your name? 

(Prakash) 5|SFXEF. o DFZ]\ GFD 5|SFXEF. K[ 

My name is PrakashBhai. 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZM HgD SIF\  VG[ SIFZ[ YIM m 

When and where were you born? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o DFZM HgD 1979 DF\ YIM VG[ ,FSMNZF AFH]GF UFDDF 

My birthday was in 1979 and near Lakodara village. 

(D) N1F[X  o  TDFZL S[8,L 5[-LYL VCLIF\\ ZCM KM m 

How many generations of your family have been living 

here? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o VCL\ V[S 5[-LYL ZC]\ K]\  

Here, one generation has lived here. 

(D) N1F[X  o  TDFZL GFG56GL J:T] IFN CMI m 

What memories do you have from your childhood? 
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(P) 5|SFXEF. o GFG56DF\ DG[ E6JFGM AC]\ XMB CTM 56 DG[ SIF\I  

OFJT]\ GCL DG[ lS|S[8 ZDJFGM AC]\ XMB K[  

In my childhood I was fond of studying, but I couldn’t 

go anywhere. I also liked playing cricket.   

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF ,uG SIFZ[ YIF m S[8,F AF/SM m 

When was your wedding and how many children do 

you have? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o DFZF ,uG  !)))DF\ YIF A[ AF/SM  K[P 

My wedding was in 1999 and I have two children. 

(D) N1F[X o          TD[ SIF\ ;]WL  VeIF; SIF"[ m 

How many years of study have you completed? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o D[ B.Com ;]WL VeIF; SIM "  

I have completed Bachelors of Commerce.  

(D) N1F[X o   TD[ B[TL S[JL ZLT[ XLbIF m 

How did you learn how to farm? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o B[TL AF5NFNF RMZJF0DF\ B[TL SZTF CTF T[DF\YL  

XLbIF V[DF\YL H}GJF6L J:T] SF-L VG[ S\. ZLT[ J{7FlGS –-A[ VG[ 

VFW]lGS  ZLT[ VD[ VDFZL ZLT[ B[TL SZTFP V,U V,U ;FWG AGFjIF 
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K[ ZL1FF4 A/NUF0] G CF\SJ]\ 50[ ;FRJJF G 50[ ZL1FFGM p5IMU SZL 

;:T] 50[ VG[ VFW]lGSTFYL  B[TL 56 YFI VG[ ;:T] 56 50[ 

My forefathers did farming in Chorwad. I learned from 

them and then we started using scientific and modern 

technologies for farming. We made new tools, we used 

rickshaws instead of bullocks as it is a cheaper and 

modern option.  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ S[8,F JZ;YL  B[TL SZM KM m 

How many years have you been farming? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o VD[ 5\NZ JZ;YL B[TL  SZLV[ KLV[  

For 15 years we have been farming.  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ B[TL SZTF tIFZ[ S[JM 5FS YTM CTM m 

When you farmed in the past, what crops did you grow? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o VD[ B[TL SZTF  tIFZ[ 5FS VMH, JF/M YTM VG[ AC]\  

VMKM YTM VFW]lGSTFYL B[TL SZTF pt5FNGDF\ +6 RFZ U6FGM JWFZM 

YIM K[ I]lZIF H[JF BFTZ VFjIF 5KL 5FSDF\ JHGDF\ 38F0M YFI K[ 

SJM,L8L GLRL VG[ pt5FNG JWFZ[ KFl6IF BFTZGM p5IMU VMKM SZ[ K[\ 

When we farmed Ojal Valo in a smaller quantity. After 

using modern technology the output has grown 3 to 4 

times. By using fertilizers like Urea the weight of the 
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crops has been reduced and quality has gone down, but 

the quantity has increased. Cow dung fertilizers are 

being used less.   

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ B[TL SZTF tIFZ[ S[JF ;FWGMGM p5IMU SZTF  

CTF m 

What type of tools did you use for farming in the past? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o V[ ;DIDF\ RL,FRF,] ,FS0FGF H[ ;FWG AGFJTF  

,FS0FGF C/ VG[ 5F6L 5FJF DF8[ SMQF GM p5IMU SZTF CTF B[TL 5F6L 

AWL CMI 56 ;FWGGL p5,aWTF G CMI T[YL pt5FNG VMK]\ YT]\ 5_ 

JL3F HDLG CMI TM DF6; +6 RFZ JL3FG]\ JFJ[TZ SZTF  

Back then random wooden tools were made. Tools like 

wooden ploughs and kos (leather buckets) to water the 

field. We had water but due to a shortage of tools the 

output was low. If people had 50 Vigah land they 

would cultivate only 3 to 4 Vigah.  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ VtIFZ[ SIF 5FS <IM K[ m 

What kinds of crops do you grow now? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o VtIFZ[ VD[ DUO/L4 VZ\0F4T]J[Z4 R6F4ZL\U6F  

DZRF AWF H 5FS ,.V[ KLV[ VF AWF 5FS ;FWGGL p5,aWTFG[ ,LW[ 

,. XSLV[ KLV[  
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Nowadays we grow groundnut, arenda, pigeon pea, 

chickpea, brinjal (eggplant) and chilies. We can grow 

all these because of the availability of tools.  

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL B[TL SZJFGL ZLT S[JL CTL m 

What is your method of farming? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o 5C[,F TM JZ;FN VFJ[ V[8,[ JFJ[TZ SZL N[JFG]\  

5C[,F TM NJF KF\8TF GCL VG[ BAZ 56 G CTL VG[ H[ 5FS YTM T[ ,. 

VFJTF VtIFZ[ TM VF56[ BAZ 50[ K[ S[ NJF KF\8LV[ VG[ 5FS pt5FNG 

JW[P 

Earlier, when it rained, the fields would be sown. They 

didn’t use medicines (pesticides) nor did they know 

about them. And when the crop was ready they would 

harvest it. Today we know that if we use medicines 

(pesticides), the output will increase. 

 (D) N1F[X o  TD[  S\. ;\:YF ;FY[ HM0FI[,F KM m 

Are you a part of any organizations? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o VFtDF ;\:YF ;FY[ HM0FI[,F K[ B[0}TM G[ E[UF SZ[ K[  

S. ZLT[ 5X]5F,G SZJ]\ T[G]\ DFU"NX"G  VF5[ K[ 5F6LGM ARFJ S[JL ZLT[ 

SZJM V[ DF8[GL lD\l8U CTL  
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With Atma Organization they call the farmers and teach 

and to raise cattle. There was a meeting called for how 

to save water.  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[  SIF WD" ;FY[ ;\S/FI[,F KM m 

Which religion do you belong to? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o VD[ :JFlDGFZFI6  WD" ;FY[ ;\S/FI[,F KLV[ 

We belong to Swaminarayan religion.  

(D) N1F[X o  TDG[ SM. XMB K[  m 

What hobbies do you have? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o DG[ lS|S[8 ZDJFGM  XMB K[ 

My hobby is to play cricket. 

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ D[3, GNL lJX[ X]\ lJRFZM KM m 

What do you think about the Meghal River? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o D[3,  GNL ;}SFJL G HM.V[ H[YL SZLG[ pGF/] 5FS  

,. XSFI VG[ H[ 0[D AG[ K[ +6 DL8Z VtIFZ[ AGFjIM K[ AFSL 50TZ 

50[, K[ VtIFZ[ SM. wIFG GYL N[T]\ T[DF\ AFJ/LIF pUL  UIF K[ H[YL 

ElJQIDF\ BTZM pEM YFI K[ 

The Meghal River should not dry up so that summer 

crops can also be grown. The dam built is 3 meters high 

and was left incomplete. Nobody is paying attention to 
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it and shrubs and bushes have grown and it could be a 

dangerous.  

(D) N1F[X  o  TD[ GFGF CTF tIFZ[ D[3, GNL S[JL CTL m 

When you were little what was the Meghal River like?  

(P) 5|SFXEF.             o VD[ GFGF CTF tIFZ[ ;FZL CTL VG[ RF,L;  

5RF; JZ; 5C[,F D[3, GNL ;TT JC[TL ZC[TL ;}SFTL G CTL 

VFW]lGSTF  VFJL DXLGM VFjIF tIFZYL 5F6L B[\RJF D\0I] VG[ 5F6LGM 

J5ZFX JWL UIM VG[ GNL ;}SF. U. 5F6L JC[T]\ SZJ]\ CMI TM AMZLA\W 

AF\WJF HM.V[ 

It was good when we were young; 40 – 50 years ago it 

had constant flowing water it never dried up. From the 

time modern tools and machines have been used, water 

has been pulled out if the river and the use of water has 

increased and the river has dried. Boribands should be 

built to maintain flowing water.  

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL DF8[ 5F6L S[8,]\ DCtJG]\ K[ m 

What is the importance of water to you? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o 5F6L HLJG H~lZIFT K[ 5F6L JUZ HLJL  



Alexandra Mouche                Prakash Bhalagariya Interview                     3/22/12 

XSFT]\ GYL B[TL TDFZL UD[ T[8,L ;FZL CMI VG[ O/£]5 CMI 56 5F6L 

G CMI TM TD[ B[TL SZL XSM GCL V[ DF8[ 5F6L ARFJJF 5|ItG SZJF 

HM.V[  

Water is a basic necessity of life. Life is not possible 

without water. No matter how good your farming is, 

without water it is not possible so efforts should be 

made to save water.  

(D) N1F[X o  D[3, GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[ X]\ YI]\ m 

When the Meghal River dried up, what happened at that 

time? 

(P) 5|SFXEF.     o D[3, GNI ;}SF. UI tIFZ[ lXIF/] 5FS G YTF  

56 RMDF;] 5FS ,. XSFI  T[ lC;FA[ ,MSM G[ UZLAL J[9JL 50TL HLJG 

WMZ6 GLR] HT]  

When the Meghal River dried up the winter crops could 

not be grown; only monsoon crows were grown. That is 

why people were poor and living standards were low.  

(D) N1F[X o  D[3, GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[ TDFZF HLJG 5Z S[JL V;Z Y.m 

When the Meghal dried up, how did this affect your 

life? 

(P) 5|SFXEF.         o VFJS VMKL Y. lXIF/] 5FS G RMDF;] 5FS  
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YTF 5{;F CMI GCL V[8,[ HLJG WMZ6 GLR]\ HFI K[ B[TL 5|WFG N[X K[ 

V[8,[ 5F6L JUZ B[TL GSFDL K[ 5F6L CMI TM pt5FNG ;MGF H[J] K[ 

B[TLGL HDLG O/£5 K[ 5F6L CMI TM pt5FNG ;FZ]\ YFI K[ 5F6L JUZ 

B[TL GSFDL K[ V[8,[ NZ[S ,MSMGF HLJG 5Z BZFA  V;Z 50[ K[  

Income decreased and so did the winter crop and 

monsoon crop. Shortage of money led to low living 

standards. It is an agricultural region so without water 

farming is useless. If there is water, crops will be like 

gold. Farming land is fruitful. If there is water crops 

will be good. Without water farming is useless. It 

leaves a bad effect on everyone’s lives.  

(D) N1F[X o   GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[ B[TLDF\ 5F6LGL jIJ:YF  

S[JL ZLT[  SZTF m 

When the Meghal was dry, at this time how did you 

manage water for farming? 

(P) 5|SFXEF.  o AMZ SZTF S}JF BMNTF KTF\ 56 5F6L VFJT]\  

GCL RMDF;FDF\ H[ 5FS ,LWM CMI T[ RF,TM ,MSM EF\UL 50TF  

We made water bores and dug wells but there was no 

water. They only depended on the monsoon crop, as 

long as it lasted. People broke down.  
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(D) N1F[X o  TD[ 5NIF+F4 X[ZLGF8S4 ,MS0FIZFDF\ EFU ,LWM  K[ m 

Have you participated in any lokdayro (public 

performance), sherinatak (street show, play) or pad-

yatra (foot march)? 

(P) 5|SFXEF.  o 36L JBT EFU ,LWM K[ ,MS0FIZFDF\  5F6LGF  

5|`GM HM0LG[ ,MS0FIZM SZTF AWF lD+M A[;LG[ RRF" SZTF VF56[ 

OFINM YFI T[ DF8[ RRF" SZTF 

I have participated many times. We did Lokdayro 

related to the issues of water. All our friends would get 

together and discuss these issues. 

(D) N1F[X o  VF 5|J'lT TDFZF HLJG 5Z S[JL V;Z 50L  m 

What was the effect on your life after you took part in 

these activities? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o VF 5|J'lTGL V;Z VDFZF HLJG 5Z ;FZL 50L 1989 DF\ D[ HDLG   

,LWL T[DF\ lXIF/] 5FS ,LWM4 AMZLA\W AF\wIF  2009 DFZ[ 5F6L O]8T] 

GYL VtIFZ[ DFZ[ tIF\ 36]\ 5F6L K[  

  These activities had a good effect on me, in 1989 I 

bought land and grew winter crops, after boribands 
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were built in 2009 there was no shortage of water. Now 

I have lots of water.  

(D) N1F[X  o  ZMH 5F6L ARFJJF TD[ X]\ SZM KM  m 

What do you do to save water daily? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o 5FSG[ H~lZIFT 5}ZT]\ H 5F6L VF5LV[ KLV[ 85S  

5wWlTGM p5IMU SZLV[ KLV[ RMDF;FDF\ H[ 5F6L NlZIFDF\ 5F6L JCL 

HFI K[ T[G[ ZMSIFGM 5|ItG SZLV[ KLV[ V[ DF8[ ;DH}lT SZJL 50[ S[ 

lXBFD6 VF5JL 50[ TM VF5LV[ KLV[ VG[ VFlY"S ;CFITFGL H~Z 50[ 

TM VFlY"S ;CFI 56 SZLV[ KLV[ 

We don’t water the crops more then it is required. We 

use drip irrigation. We try to stop water that usually 

flows into the ocean in monsoon. If we need to educate 

people, we do it. If it needs financial support, we do 

that also.  

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF NFNF B[TL DF8[  5F6LGM  p5IMU  S[JL ZLT[  SZTF m 

How did your forefathers use water for farming? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o CFY[YL SM; £FZF 5F6LGM B[TL DF8[ p5IMU SZTF CTF  

ZFT lNJ; B[\RLV[ tIFZ[ l5IT YT]\ VtIFZ[ TM DM8Z £FZF  5_ YL !__ 

lJ3F HDLGDF\ VF;FGYL l5IT YFI K[ DC[GT SZTF 56 ;FWGGL 

p5,aWTF  G CTL  
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With their hands they pulled out water from the well 

with a Kos. They had to work day and night to water 

the fields. Today 50 of 100 Vighas can be watered 

easily with the help of a motor. Earlier there was hard 

work and less tools and machines. 

(D) N1F[X o  VtIFZ[ B[TLDF\ 5F6LGM p5IMU S[JL ZLT[ SZM KM m 

Nowadays how do you use water? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o VtIFZ[ B[TLDF\ 5F6L DF8[ ;ADXL"A, 5\5GM p5IMU  

SZLV[ KLV[ 8=[S8ZDF\ 5FK/ 5\5 ZFBLG[ 5F6LGM p5IMU SZLV[ KLV[ 

B[TLDF\ ZL1FF VG[ 8=[S8ZGM p5IMU SZLV[ KLV[ A/NGM p5IMU VMKM 

SZLV[ KLV[ H[YL SZLG[ VF56[ VFlY"S ,FE YFI  

Nowadays submersible pumps are used for watering the 

farm. We keep water in the back of the tractor and use 

water. We use rickshaws and tractors in farming. For 

financial reasons bullocks are used less often. 

(D) N1F[X o   H, ARFJ 5wWlT lJX[ X]\ HF6M KM m 

What do you know about methods to save water? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o H, ARFJDF\ H[8,] NlZIFDF\ 5F6L VMK] HFI T[GM  

5|ItG SZJM HM.V[ AMZLA\W SZLV[ TM 5F6L ZMSL XSFI VG[ 5F6LGM 

ARFJ SZL XSFIP 
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To save water, we should stop the passing of water into 

the ocean. If boribands are built, water can be stopped 

and saved.  

(D) N1F[X o  H, ARFJ ;lDlT 5F;[ X]\  VFXF ZFBM KM m 

What are your expectations from Water Conservation 

Committee? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o H, ARFJ ;lDlT 5F;[ VFXF ZFBLV[ S[ H[ 0[D AG[ K[  

T[ H,NL 5}ZM YFI V[DF\ H[ AFJ[0F puIF K[ T[ N}Z SZL ElJQIDF\ 

VFJGFZL VFOT ZMSL XSFI V[8,] SC[JFG] 0[DDF\ pU[,F hF0G[ N}Z SZJF 

ElJQIDF\  OF8JFGL ALS ,FU[ T[G[ N}Z SZJF HM.V[  

The expectation from the Water Conservation 

Committee are that the dam which is being built should 

be completed at the earliest time possible and the wild 

shrubs growing around it should be removed. The trees 

in the dam should be removed to avoid future threats of 

the dam breaking down.  

(D) N1F[X o  H/ ARFJ ;DLTL H[  SFI" SI]" K[ T[ S[8,]\  V;ZSFZS  K[ m 

How effective is the work done by the Water 

Conservation Committee? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o H, ARFJ ;lDlTG]\ SFI" 36]\ V;ZSFZS K[ (# 8SF  
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OFINM YIM K[ VG[ 0[D Y. HFI TM !__ @ pGF/M  ;FZM HFI ;ZSFZ[ 

~l5IF TM VF5L H NLWF K[AF\WJFGM H AFSL K[  +6 DL8Z AF\WLG[ D}SL 

NLWM K[  T[ !Z DL8Z Y. HFI TM 36M OFINM YFI  

The Water Conservation Committee has been very 

effective. There has been an 83% benefit. If the dam is 

built then there will be a 100% chance the summer will 

pass well. The government has already given the 

money: only the dam needs to be built. Only 3 meters 

has been built and the work is left incomplete. If it is 

built for 12 meters it will be beneficial.  

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL HL\NULGL SM.  V[JL  JFT S[ H[ TD[ SC[JF DF\UTF CMI  

Is there is anything about your life that you want to tell 

us? 

(P) 5|SFXEF. o DFZL V[JL .rKF K[ S[ ElJQIDF\ DF6; GA/] CMI  

ZM8,M 5F6L NoBL G CMI  5F6L CMI VG[ B[TLDF\  pt5FNG ;FZ]\ CMI 

VG[ GFGF DF6;MG[ B[T DH}ZL D/L ZC[ 5F6L DCtJGL J:T] K[ V[8,[ C]\ 

5F6L ARFJJF DFU]\ K]\ 

I wish that in the future no person is weak and all have 

food and water. If there is water and the crops are good, 
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poor people also get work. So water is essential and that 

is why I want to save it. 


