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dMI3 U4 469 7
What is your name?

HLF A, UAAALHLS 529131
My name is RavjiBhai Karathgara.

AHLRL %= $UlL i 512 4l ?
When and where were you born?

o WISIUL 1—1—2 ¢3¢ Hi 2l
I was born on the 1* of January 1939 in Khodasa
village.

L] Sedll Uglell 48] 28l 691 ?
How many generations of your family have lived here?

213 —ui Ul A8l o €l Sl
4-5 generations of us have lived here.

AHLF] ALyl 31 arg ule el ?
What memories do you have from your childhood?

ALUBLHE MELdL LR 28] sldsd 4 sdl ©

Ui Ul 9lle e S AL

When I was a child I remember our village did not have
a high school, so after 7" grade I had to go to Kesod for
further studies.

dHLRL @O sU1R duL? Bedl elast ?
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When did you get married? How many kids do you
have?

R0 QAL GHR @ort Ayl AL sl
I got married when I was 20 years of age. | have three
children.

¥ Sedl vo sl ?
How many years of study have you finished?

qgle s Yl e sul
I have studied until the10™ grade.

a¥ vl 3ol a ollva ?
How did you learn to farm?

aglal vidl 53l dui yaLl s vidl ellval
Our elders used to farm, so we made improvements and
learned farming.

d# 3eal arudl vidl 531691 ?
How many years have you been farming?

uidl 2w auell s el
We have been farming for 25 years.

df Wl sl R Fdl ws Adl edl ?
When you first began farming what crops did you
grow?

Q812 gal AUl Sdll. Geulest dl ol % AL,

2y ¢d 40 ol 45 12l 252 4 s GIULSUL Sl LR MLd ol -
Hadl 3L. 80 ¢l 85 HadlL

We used more medicines (pesticides). The output was
great, 40 to 45 man (1 man = 20 kilogram). Four man
cotton we grew but back then we did not get a good
enough price, we got only Rs. 80 to 85.

df Vil 43 51 UL Fal 1AL GuAloL Udl
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What tools did you use for farming before?

QAR GNEAL PRI i sl siA Adlddl

siaell Vil 10 4l AU % i alddR sl oflg

usd2 usl 2ed gedl AlMR] uLs 100 7 Adl Ry ws au Al
R0 % Al

Back then bollocks were used with tools and leather
bags to pull out water from the well. With leather water
bags 10 to 15 % of the field was watered and cultivated,
and the rest of the land could not be cultivated. During
the monsoon the cultivation was 100 % and in winter
the cultivation was 15 to 20 %.

AL dH Bl uLs dl el ?
Which crops do you grow now?

R 86, Hasull, de st alelL, AT 2l

s aB ¢

Nowadays we grow wheat, groundnut, sesame, arendo,
coriander, cumin etc.

dAHLF] Bl s2aul Aot 3ol ¢dl
How did you used to farm?

vidl sl Ad el Wdl sdL vl dl L

o £9 4ol Udel olnedl vidl sl 21 vl AiBLs Fd vidl
97

The method of farming was that we used bollocks for
farming. The method is the still the same only
mechanical tools are used instead of bullocks.

dAf 5185 e 12 Aisidal L ?
Do you belong to any organizations?

AKRSP 202a1 21814 a4l ¢l
Yes I have been a part of AKRSP for the past 14 years.

dAd suL 9 018 dsndal ol ?
Which religion do you follow?
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A Al 93 24 dweia AUl A AsoUAAL Sl
We follow the Samatan religion of the Vaishnav
community.

e 51 allv €9 7
Do you have any hobbies?

SR 511 Sl AL 9 HLS 51 s+l

w28 AKRSP 221 wiagl 1ol

My hobby is to do social work. I got the inspiration to
do social work from AKRSP.

dd Hee gl (A9 a3 g [l ol ?
What do you think of the Meghal River?

Hud el [Qa Al Q12 R ALl viqRial

25 2l 51l edl e ayiedl dlsoll 2 e[Raml wa iyl 28
ol 6L uou-l Hsoll © a Hsolld M 51 YU & LA AL
g2l otddl © ¢ ol 10 R MR-l el ¢dl disil Gus
VoL % el

We think well of the Meghal River. For the river we
started a procession/rally. From the spot where the river
starts and till it reaches the ocean, 28 villages on the
way created 2 committees, which are called the Core
Group and were formed by Aga Khan organization. The
rally had 8 to 10 thousand people and everyone was
excited.

A ALl gl LR Hud Al 3ol ol ?
When you were little, what was the Meghal River like?

2 AL Sl AR e Ael Md] odl suin

g ¢l €9 Auetell uiey 539 USq Yet oliflel ol

When we were little the Meghal River was full of
water. If we had to go somewhere we had to turn back
from the Meghal River since there was no bridge on the
river.

dAMLL ML ueRll e Mecd €9 7
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Why is water important to you?

"l sul gyl well 9ol Al w154 9
“Water Blessing, Blessing” : life is impossible without
water.

A Ael st oS R 9 6y ?
When the Meghal dried up, what happened?

Ao gl Ys1e§ AR el daHi Bg wiell Gad iy o sAl MIRsd %
ol HIRSd 2Rl el Mol 28 ol Bg dl e[l A%fls slalell
w13, well »ud

When the river dried the water underneath was deep
and could be pulled out with water bores and wells. If
we went deeper, we got salt water because the ocean is
close to here.

Aud el Y519 A9 R drll A dHIRL Alax
Y2 5l usl ?
When the Meghal dried up, how did it affect your life?

ML AluRaldAL siduel W sai-l 21130

dlsld A edl oisA eeudl A4 asla, Aal vsid A ol aslst
s1S disid 4 sdl 2R o Had A sicdlel Agld wuenl 9
sidlel A2l R Agldl Yel [Qedr 9 el A€l uR © SH oieiel
aell uReuM ALY 1oy o

We did not have any money to spend, we could not
educate our children, and we would not build houses.
We are thankful to the Meghal and Kalandi River. The
Kalandi River is part of the Meghal River. On that part
7 dams were built and its result had been excellent.

dAMLRL §20L 247 ML UR 5l vt A ?
How did it affect your family and village?

QLR OUMSL A 361 UR VLRI AU U 8

LU 9 2 ? Ussld Alal FSH AL vigd viLsta U Hle disld
olsl g dd, Rml vy 9

At that time the effect on the village and the family was
bad, and we thought, what would happen to us? It was
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like visiting an exhibition where there is a picture of a
farmer staring at the sky.

(D) & : A Agl st oS R vl Hie sl earen
suigll sl ?
During the drought, how did you procure water for
farming?

(R) 21alous : ULs Adldl % Al Aal AA2U 8l 5 51 s14Hd

YRl %d USq, eq,
We could not grow anything. There were times when
we had to go do government labor.

(D) s : df usdloll, dissiul, Ales @l 3dl Jld
UoR ysl?
How did you come to know about the foot march, street
plays and public performances?

(R) 21alous : 23 oAl 5ol R L o1y 1Y 2L AsU

suidfl 2y, vl w2 w2l w3z 9 2ol vidlo sa1Ml
2w 3 g 9 s 3 alsl Yl 20l ald weld vl FoL i
Assl w4 & ususll 53, e dl siel, A Aes s Ul Al
dAlsSIRL Adl ¢t Al dd diRURd s3I U8l Hud Agl-l
wegnl 9 51 54 dl 3ed, ulReuM A u L olY ol dl 4
Hiad, well sy,

When we came out we saw all this and how it all
happened, for this promotion was important. In the
meetings we discussed what we could do such that our
message would reach the people. Then, in the meeting,
we decided that we should start and promote the foot-
match, rally, street show and public performance. If we
start from the middle of the Meghal River then what
would be the result? We saved water for 1 month by
making dams of stone.

(D) s : A 2L 1S ualaul ¢l dlel dl ?
Did you participate in these activities?

(R) 21alous : 9 e3s ualaul el dlal edl
I participate in all activities.



Alexandra Mouche Ravji Karathgara Interview 3/26/12

(D) s : a2 well oraaal MIe g sL el ?
What do you do daily to save water?

(R) 21alous : ULl WIR(lHL 61o1S 53 € de S YA~
UL 9124 A WLl 61oUS Al 2SI 1oL vl Heudl dg,
© alladl ws A4 well 2uvan oied wsi] Usd sl galRl
AL sarzl wealasl wsa well studd, s€la €l Aidl Fa
el sl ¢l
The farmers who waste water we go and teach them to
stop the wastage of water, since water is valuable.
Instead, they should use dhoriya fountains to water the
fields. These fountains, which are given by the
government on a subsidized rate, should be installed to
water the fields. This is what we advise people and this
is what we do to save water.

(D) séa : adizl elel vidl w2 wiell-l Guaio 34l Jld
5l edl ?
How did your grandfather use water for farming?

(R) 21alous : w1l slel Vil {2 vl sl gLl GualdL 2l
gl
My grandfather used a leather bag to pull out water
from the well.

(D) s : d¥ vidl 12 weelll Gualol 3dl Ad s 69l ?
How do you use water for farming?

(R) 21alous : §H SAsgls Hiel Guulol s ¢l
We use an electric motor.

(D) s : et oiA1d veala [A9) 9 il el ?
What do you know about water conservation methods?

(R) 21alous : eorALd vea [ (A9l oA e dr sl vy
org] os1R(lol ¢l ol el 6loUS Adl eld AL veald druldly,
sélal ¢lal ol eus veald g eld Al 2us ueald 100 ¥
[Asaidl dl 12 Wi oe oA1d 24 ub
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About water conservation methods, we learned a lot
from the Aga Khan Organization. Where water has
been wasted we tell them to use a fountain system.
Wherever drip irrigation is possible, if 100 % is
developed and used, then a lot of water can be saved.

(D) s : dd o ol AMQ wA g 2 vl 917
What are your expectations of the water conservation
committee?

(R) 21alous : ogetorAld ABRUA WA % FH AeR(SIHL 213le

N

QUL WS S AHAIA Al wld oi-lddl ASu 3 2usl
Beulewt ag d %l AHAAIDL dl ag S1Uel A

They should increase the subsidy target and persuade
the farmers to use drip irrigation with an actual example
of more output due to drip irrigation.

(D) s : g ol AHIdl ¥ s1d 529 A sed wuSIRS 7
Do you think the water conservation committee has
been effective?

(R) 21alous : geoAld UM ¥ 51 52 a A A A5
AU 9 AR YO 7 HAWIRS 4N Y O d-dl SlUEl s visd
wiAag] oflosl, »{losl 24 otal stuel @ © wlReux g+l alast A ©
The efforts of the water conservation committee have
been slow, but surely successful. Today it is 50%
effective, each farmer is taking advantages [in
collaboration] with other farmers and there has been
progress, though a bit slow.

(D) s : dAx1] ofledlldl 55 Al ald 3 ¥ dH 2uA
s34l Hidldl 8y ?
Do you have anything you would like to say about your
life?

(R) 21alous : 132 s1HL s34 el 8o o1 918l €lef 9 A
514 voL o AR AUA O 6 [ 53¢l © 25 YradAl BB A
s sierdl BB Y-l BB di dardl Agldl Bl ¢laix
LAY BUMHHL 20 6l R0 L A4 31 O vl Al ade edl
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siedl [z 10 [Raudl edl xd stuml oul w3Ruld sl
Al 1oL 1oL ot oflogl sieS s el

We are doing social services. Conferences have been
called: one conference in Surat and the other in Rajkot.
In the Surat conference, there was Hari Om Ashram on
the banks of Tapi River, it had 9 rooms of 20x20 feet,
no fans, only light. The Rajkot conference was held for
10 days, wherever they required people for public work
we helped. We don’t have any other expectations.



