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March 26th, 2012 

Persons Present:  Alexandra Mouche’ (interviewer) 

Dakshesh Gajjar (research assistant/interviewer) 

Ravji Karathgara (Narrator) 

(Dakshesh) N1F[X  o TDF~ GFD X]\ K[ m 
What is your name? 

 
(RajivBhai) ZFJHLEF. o DFZ]\ GFD ZFJHLEF. SZYUZF   

My name is RavjiBhai Karathgara. 
 
(D) N1F[X o  TDFZM HgD SIF\ VG[ SIFZ[ YIM m 

When and where were you born? 
 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o HgD BM0F;F !v!v!)#) DF\  YIM    

I was born on the 1st of January 1939 in Khodasa 
village.  
 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL S[8,L 5[-LYL VCL\ ZCF[ KF[ m 
How many generations of your family have lived here? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o RFZv5F\R 5[-LYL VCL\IF H ZCLV[  KLV[  
4-5 generations of us have lived here. 
 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL GFG56GL S[F.   J:T] IFN CMI  m 
What memories do you have from your childhood? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o GFG56DF\ E6TF tIFZ[ VCL\ CF.:S}, G CTL  *  
5F; 5KL S[XMN VeIF; SZJF UIM  
When I was a child I remember our village did not have 
a high school, so after 7th grade I had to go to Kesod for 
further studies.  
 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF ,uG SIFZ[ YIFm  S[8,F AF/SM m  
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When did you get married?  How many kids do you 
have? 

 
(R) ZFJHLEF.  o Z_ JZ;GL p\DZ[ ,uG  YIF +6 AF/SMP  

I got married when I was 20 years of age. I have three 
children.  

 
(D) N1F[X o         TD[ S[8,M VeIF; SIF"[ K[ m 

How many years of study have you finished? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o  D[  WMZ6 NX ;]WL VeIF; SIM"    
I have studied until the10th grade. 

 
(D) N1F[X o   TD[ B[TL S[JL ZLT[ XLbIF m 

How did you learn to farm? 
 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o J0L,M B[TL SZTF T[DF\ ;]WFZF SZLG[ B[TL XLbIF  

Our elders used to farm, so we made improvements and 
learned farming.  

 
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ S[8,F JZ;YL B[TL SZM KM m 

How many years have you been farming? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o B[TL  Z5 JZ;YL  SZLV[ KLV[   
We have been farming for 25 years.  

   
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ B[TL SZTF  tIFZ[ S[JM 5FS YTM CTM m 

When you first began farming what crops did you 
grow? 

 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o JWFZ[ NJF JF5ZTF CTFP pt5FNG TM B}A H ;FZ]\  

YI]\ CT]\ 40 YL 45 D6 X\SZ 4 S5F; pUF0IF CTF tIFZ[ EFJ AC]\ G 
D/TF ~FP 80 YL 85 D/TF  
We used more medicines (pesticides). The output was 
great, 40 to 45 man (1 man = 20 kilogram). Four man 
cotton we grew but back then we did not get a good 
enough price, we got only Rs. 80 to 85. 

  
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ B[TL X~ SZL tIFZ[ S[JF VMHFZMGM p5IMU YTM  
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What tools did you use for farming before? 
 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o tIFZ[ A/NGM VMHFZ VG[ A/NYL SM; R,FJTF  

SM;YL B[TZGF !_ YL !5 @ DF\ JFJ[TZ SZTF ALH]\  
50TZ 50L ZC[T]\ S]NZTL RMDF;\] 5FS !__ @  YTM lXIF/]\ 5FS !5 YL 
Z_ @ YTM  
Back then bollocks were used with tools and leather 
bags to pull out water from the well. With leather water 
bags 10 to 15 % of the field was watered and cultivated, 
and the rest of the land could not be cultivated. During 
the monsoon the cultivation was 100 % and in winter 
the cultivation was 15 to 20 %.  
  

(D) N1F[X o  VtIFZ[  TD[ S[JF[ 5FS ,M KM m 
Which crops do you grow now? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o VtIFZ[ 3p\4 DUO/L4 T,4V[Z\0F4 WF6F4 HLZ]\ V[JF  
5FS ,p\ K]\  
Nowadays we grow wheat, groundnut, sesame, arendo, 
coriander, cumin etc. 
 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL B[TL SZJFGL ZLT S[JL CTL  
How did you used to farm? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o B[TL SZJFGL ZLT A/NYL B[TL SZTF 5wWlT TM V[  
H K[ 56 5C[,F A/NYL B[TL SZTF VG[ VtIFZ[ IF\l+S ZLT[ B[TL YFI 
K[[m 
The method of farming was that we used bollocks for 
farming. The method is the still the same only 
mechanical tools are used instead of bullocks.  
 

(D) N1F[X o  TD[   SM. ;\:YF ;FY[ HM0FI[,F KM m 
Do you belong to any organizations? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o AKRSP ;\:YF ;FY[14 JZ;YL  KLV[ 
Yes I have been a part of AKRSP for the past 14 years. 
 

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ SIF WD" ;FY[ ;\S/FI[,F KM m 
Which religion do you follow? 
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(R) ZFJHLEF. o VD[ ;GFTG WD" VG[ J{Q6J ;\5|NFI ;FY[ ;\S/FI[,F KLV[    
We follow the Samatan religion of the Vaishnav 
community. 
 

(D) N1F[X o  TDG[ SM. XMB K[ m 
Do you have any hobbies? 

 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o  HFC[Z SFD SZJFGM XMB K[ HFC[ZSFD SZJFGL  

5|[Z6F AKRSP ;\:YF 5F;[YL D/L  
My hobby is to do social work. I got the inspiration to 
do social work from AKRSP. 
 

(D) N1F[X o   TD[ D[3, GNL lJX[ TD[ X]\ lJRFZM KM m 
What do you think of the Meghal River? 

 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o D[3,  GNL lJX[ ;FZ]\ lJRFZLV[ D[3, GNLGF VG];\WFG[ 

V[S Z[,L SF-L CTL D[3, HIF\YL GLS/L VG[ NlZIFDF\ D/[ tIF\ ;]WL 28 
UFDGL A[ ;eIGL D\0/L K[ T[ D\0/LG]\ GFD SMZ U|]5 K[ VFUFBFG ;\:YF 
ãFZF  AGFJ[,L K[ ( YL !_ CHFZ DF6;MGL Z[,L CTL ,MSMGM pt;FC 
B}A H CTM 
We think well of the Meghal River. For the river we 
started a procession/rally. From the spot where the river 
starts and till it reaches the ocean, 28 villages on the 
way created 2 committees, which are called the Core 
Group and were formed by Aga Khan organization. The 
rally had 8 to 10 thousand people and everyone was 
excited. 
    

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ GFGF CTF tIFZ[ D[3, GNL S[JL CTL m 
When you were little, what was the Meghal River like? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o VD[ GFGF CTF tIFZ[ D[3, GNL EZ[,L CTL SIF\I  
HJ] CMI K[ D[3,YL 5FK] OZJ]\ 50T]\ 5], AF\W[,M G CTM 
When we were little the Meghal River was full of 
water. If we had to go somewhere we had to turn back 
from the Meghal River since there was no bridge on the 
river.  
 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF DF8[ 5F6L S[8,]\ DCtJG]\  K[ m 
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Why is water important to you? 
 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o cc 5F6L S'5F S'5F cc 5F6L JUZ HLJG VXSI K[  

“Water Blessing, Blessing” : life is impossible without 
water.  

 
(D) N1F[X o  D[3, GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[ X]\ YI]\ m 

When the Meghal dried up, what happened? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF.        o D[3, GNL ;}SF. tIFZ[ T[GF T/DF\ p\0]\ 5F6L pTZ[,]\ CMI H S}JF DFZOT S[ 
AMZ DFZOT VF56G[ 5F6L D/L ZC[ AC]\ p\0]\ HTF NlZIM GHLS CMJFYL 
BFZ]\ 5F6L VFJ[ 

 When the river dried the water underneath was deep 
and could be pulled out with water bores and wells. If 
we went deeper, we got salt water because the ocean is 
close to here.   

 
(D) N1F[X o  D[3, GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[ T[GL V;Z  TDFZF HLJG  

5Z S[JL 50L  m 
When the Meghal dried up, how did it affect your life? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o VDFZ[ JF5ZJFGF SM.56 BR" SZJFGL VDFZL  
TFSFT G CTL KMSZFG[ E6FJL G XSLV[4 GJF DSFG G AGFJL XSLV[ 
SM. TFSFT G CTL VDFZ[ AW]\ D[3, VG[ SF\,LNL GNLG[ VFEFZL K[  
SF\,LNL GNL D[3, GNLGM 5[8F lJEFU  K[ 5[8F GNL 5Z * 0[D A\WFjIF K[ 
T[GF 5lZ6FD ;FZ]\ D?I]\ K[ 
We did not have any money to spend, we could not 
educate our children, and we would not build houses. 
We are thankful to the Meghal and Kalandi River. The 
Kalandi River is part of the Meghal River. On that part 
7 dams were built and its result had been excellent.  
 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF S]\8]\A VG[ UFD0F 5Z S[JL V;Z Y.  m  
How did it affect your family and village? 

 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o tIFZ[ UFD0F VG[ S]\8]\A 5Z BZFA V;Z Y. CJ[  

VF56]\ X]\ YX[m 5|NX"G HMJF H.V[ tIFZ[ B[0}T VFSFX 5Z DL8 DF\0LG[ 
A[9M K]\ T[J]\ lR+ ZFbI]\ K[ 
At that time the effect on the village and the family was 
bad, and we thought, what would happen to us? It was 
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like visiting an exhibition where there is a picture of a 
farmer staring at the sky.  
 

(D) N1F[X o  D[3, GNL ;}SF. U. tIFZ[  B[TL DF8[ 5F6LGL jIJ:YF  
SIF\YL SZTF  m 
During the drought, how did you procure water for 
farming? 

 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o 5FS ,[JFTM H GCL V[JF ;\HMUM CTF S[ ;ZSFZL SFDDF\ 

56 HJ]\ 50T]\ CT]\ 
We could not grow anything. There were times when 
we had to go do government labor.  

 
(D) N1F[X o  TD[ 5NIF+F4 ,MS0FIZF[4 X[ZLGF8S lJX[ S[JL ZLT[    

BAZ 50L m 
How did you come to know about the foot march, street 
plays and public performances? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o VD[ HMJF GLS/LV[ tIFZ[ VF AW]\ HMI]\ VF XSI  
SIF\YL YI]\4 VFGF DF8[ 5|RFZGL H~Z K[ DL8L\UDF\ VFIMHG SZJFDF\ 
VFjI]\ S[ V[J]\ X]\ SZLV[ S[ ,MSM ;]WL VF56L JFT 5CM\R[ 5KL lDl8\U DF\ 
GSSL YI]\ S[ 5NIF+F SZM4 :S]8Z Z[,L SF-M4 X[ZL GF8S SZM HIF\ tIF\ 
,MS0FIZF YTF\ CMI tIF\ T[G[  5|Mt;FlCT SZL VF56[ D[3, GNLGF 
DFwIDYL X]\ SFI" SI]" TM S[8,]\ 5lZ6FD VFJ[ 5yYZGF A\W AGFjIF  TM ! 
DF;G]\ 5F6L ARFjI]\ 
When we came out we saw all this and how it all 
happened, for this promotion was important. In the 
meetings we discussed what we could do such that our 
message would reach the people. Then, in the meeting, 
we decided that we should start and promote the foot-
match, rally, street show and public performance. If we 
start from the middle of the Meghal River then what 
would be the result? We saved water for 1 month by 
making dams of stone.  
  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ VF SM.  5|J'lTDF\  EFU ,LWM CTM m 
Did you participate in these activities? 

 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o D[ NZ[S 5|J'lTDF\ EFU ,LWM CTM  

I participate in all activities. 
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(D) N1F[X o  TD[ ZMH 5F6L ARFJJF DF8[ X]\ SZM KM  m 

What do you do daily to save water? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o B[0}TM 5F6LGM AUF0 SZ[ K[ T[G[ H.G[ ;}RGF  
VF5LV[ KLV[ VG[ 5F6LGM AUF0 YTF ZMSLV[ KLV[ 5F6L D}<IJFG J:T] 
K[ WMZLIFYL 5FS G[ 5F6L VF5JFG[ AN,[ ;ZSFZL ZFCT NZYL O]JFZF 
VF5L  O]JFZF 5wWlTYL 5FSG[ 5F6L VF5JFG]\ SCLV[ KLV[ V[JL ZLT[ 
5F6L ARFJLV[ KLV[ 
The farmers who waste water we go and teach them to 
stop the wastage of water, since water is valuable. 
Instead, they should use dhoriya fountains to water the 
fields. These fountains, which are given by the 
government on a subsidized rate, should be installed to 
water the fields. This is what we advise people and this 
is what we do to save water.       

   
(D) N1F[X o  TDFZF NFNF B[TL DF8[  5F6LGM  p5IMU  S[JL ZLT[  

SZTF CTF m 
How did your grandfather use water for farming? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o DFZF NFNF B[TL DF8[ 5F6L SM; ãFZF p5IMU SZTF  
CTF  
My grandfather used a leather bag to pull out water 
from the well.   
  

(D) N1F[X o  TD[ B[TL DF8 5F6LGM p5IMU S[JL ZLT[ SZM KM m 
How do you use water for farming? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o VD[ .,[S8=LS DM8ZGM p5IMU SZLV[ KLV[  
  We use an electric motor. 
 
(D) N1F[X o  H, ARFJ 5wWlT lJX[ X]\ HF6M KM m 

What do you know about water conservation methods? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o H,ARFJ 5wWlT lJX[ VFUFBFG ;\:YF TZOYL 36]\  
AW]\ HF6LV[ KLV[ HIF\ H,GM AUF0 YTM CMI O]JFZF 5wWlT JF5ZJFG]\ 
SCLV[ KLV[ HIF\ 85S 5wWlT VG]S]/ CMI tIF\ 85S 5wWlT !__ @  
lJS;FJM TM DM8[ 5FI[ H, ARFJ Y. XS[ 
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About water conservation methods, we learned a lot 
from the Aga Khan Organization. Where water has 
been wasted we tell them to use a fountain system. 
Wherever drip irrigation is possible, if 100 % is 
developed and used, then a lot of water can be saved.  
 

(D) N1F[X o  TD[  H, ARFJ ;lDlT 5F;[  X]\  VFXF ZFBM  KMm  
What are your expectations of the water conservation 
committee? 

 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o H,ARFJ ;lDlT 5F;[ H[ H[D ;A;L0LGM 8FU["8  

JWFZ[ B[0}TG[ H.G[ ;DHFJ[ V[JF :+MT AGFJJF HM.V[ S[ 85SYL 
pt5FNG  JW]\ VFJ[ HM ;DHFJLV[ TM JW] OFINM YFI 
They should increase the subsidy target and persuade 
the farmers to use drip irrigation with an actual example 
of more output due to drip irrigation.  

 
(D) N1F[X o  H/ ARFJ ;DLTL  H[  SFI" SZ[ K[  T[  S[8,]\ V;ZSFZS  K[m 

Do you think the water conservation committee has 
been effective? 

 
(R) ZFJHLEF. o H,ARFJ ;lDlT H[ SFI" SZ[ K[ T[ WLD[ WLD[ V;ZSFZS 

YFI K[ VtIFZ[ 5_ @ V;ZSFZS Y. UI]\ K[ T[GM OFINM V[S B[0}T 
5F;[YL ALHM4 +LHM V[D AWF OFINF ,[ K[ 5lZ6FD WLDL UlTV[ RF,[ K[ 
The efforts of the water conservation committee have 
been slow, but surely successful. Today it is 50% 
effective, each farmer is taking advantages [in 
collaboration] with other farmers and there has been 
progress, though a bit slow.    
 

(D) N1F[X o  TDFZL HL\NULGL  SM.  V[JL JFT  S[  H[  TD[ VDG[  
SC[JF  DF\UTF CMI m  
Do you have anything you would like to say about your 
life? 
 

(R) ZFJHLEF. o HFC[Z SFDM SZLV[ KLV[ 3ZG]\ AW]\ KM0L NLW]\ K[ VG[  
SFD B}A H ;Z; RF,[ K[ A[ lXlAZ SZ[,L K[ V[S ;]ZTGL lXlAZ VG[ 
V[S ZFHSM8GL lXlAZ ;]ZTGL lXlAZ DF\ TF5L GNLGF lSGFZ[ CZLVMD 
VFzD K[ VFzDDF\ Z_ AFY Z_ GF GJ ~D K[ 5\BM GCL ,F.8 CTL 
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ZFHSM8GL lXlAZ !_ lNJ;GL CTL HFC[Z SFDDF\ HIF\ H~lZIFT  CMI 
tIF\ CFHZL VF5LV[ KLV[ ALHL SM. V5[1FF GYLP 
We are doing social services. Conferences have been 
called: one conference in Surat and the other in Rajkot. 
In the Surat conference, there was Hari Om Ashram on 
the banks of Tapi River, it had 9 rooms of 20x20 feet, 
no fans, only light. The Rajkot conference was held for 
10 days, wherever they required people for public work 
we helped. We don’t have any other expectations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


